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Fig. 2. Five major agricultural products in 9 island
towns.
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Table 1. Japanese black cattle population (February 1, 1982)
No. of female (Breeding)
Total No. of No. per . 'E.ess than More than No. of
No. farms farm lotal 24 months 24 months male
of age of age

Kagoshima 227,010 47,470 4.8 161,960 57,570 104,390 65,050
(114,840)  (19,650) (95,190)

Oshima 14,850 4,192 3.5 11,530 4,170 7,360 3,320
(8,880) (1.810) (7,070)

Yoron 970 284 3.4 820 360 460 150
(680) (220) (460)

Wadamori 4,150 933 4.5 3,350 1,180 2,170 800
(2,540) (370) (2,170)

China 2,210 622 3.6 1,800 710 1,090 410
(1,350) (280) (1,070)

Tokunoshima 1,010 321 3.2 810 330 480 200
(640) (180) (460)

Amagi 1,560 602 26 1,240 540 700 320
(980) (300) (680)

[sen 2,610 1,025 2.6 1,700 430 1,270 910
(1,330) (180) (1,150)

Kumage 7,360 1,862 4.0 5,350 1,680 3,670 2,010
(4,530) (890) (3,640)

Nishinoomote 2,740 746 37 1,820 690 1,130 920
(1,470) (370) (1,100)

Nakatane 2,100 688 3.1 1,630 320 1,310 470
(1,600) (290) (1,310)

Minamitane 1,330 268 5.0 940 330 610 390
(730) (120) (610)

Table 2.

Herd size of breeding females

No. of Percent of farms in each herd size

farms 1-2 3—4 5-9 10 or more

Kagoshima 41,110 62% 25% 11% 2%

Oshima 3,851 74 18 7 1
Yoron 283 75 17 6 2
Wadomari 929 56 32 11 1
China 622 77 18 4 1
Tokunoshima 252 69 15 14 2
Amagi 544 84 12 3 1
Isen 832 92 7 1 0
Kumage 1,568 62 25 10 3
Nishinoomote 517 58 28 12 2
Nakatane 648 64 25 9 2
Minamitane 263 67 22 6 5
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Table 3. Population change of Japanese black cattle during
1982 and 1983 in 9 island towns
No. introduced ‘

No. in from outside No. in Rate of

1982 of islands 1983 increase

Yoron 970 200 1,200 124 %
Wadomari 4,150 250 4,448 107
China 2,210 200 2,308 104
Tokunoshima 1,010 121 1,229 122
Amagi 1,560 180 1,763 113
Isen 2,610 104 2,708 104
Nishinoomote 2,740 257 2,654 97
Nakatane 2,100 245 2,334 111
Minamitane 1,330 100 1,448 109
Total 18,680 1,658 20,092 108

Table 4. Reproductive status in 9 island towns (1982)

No. of No. of . Days of Days Months of
. Production . pregnant
breeding  calves calving age at first
rate . after .
females produced interval . calving
calving
Yoron 531 378 71.2% 513 230 27
Wadomarni 2,269 1,855 81.8 446 163 26
China 1,142 980 85.8 425 142 26
Tokunoshima 502 403 80.3 455 172 27
Amagi 823 687 83.5 437 154 25
Isen 1,311 935 71.3 512 229 26
Nishinoomote 1,250 959 76.7 476 193 26
Nakatane 1,310 1,048 80.0 456 173 24
Minamitane 660 542 82.1 445 162 26
Total 9,798 7,787 79.5 459 176 26
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Table 5. Reproductive examinations by veterinarians in Okinoerabu island in 1982

Pregnancy diagnosis

Not yet Reproductive Total
Positive determined Negative failure
Wadomari 1,718 180 382 421 2,701
China 794 76 135 275 1,280
Total 2,512 256 517 696 3,981
(63.1%) (6.4%) (13.0%) (17.5%) (100%)

Table 6. Reproductive examinations of problem cows by veterinrians in Okinoerabu

island in 1982

Apparently
Ovarian Uterine consistent Apparently Total
disease disease corpus normal
luteum

Wadamori 208 107 204 276 795
China 105 56 96 157 414
Total 313 163 300 433 1,209

(25.9%) (13.5%) (24.8%) (35.8%) (100%)
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Table 7. Reproductive status in two excellent farms in China (August

1983)
. No. of Average Months of
Cow Years days of
No of age calves calving age at first
' produced . calving
interval
M Farm 1 14 12 392 26
2 12 10* 381 27
3 9 8 347 24
4 8 7 401 25
5 6 5 385 26
6 5 4* 369 24
7 3 2 333 25
8 3 2 328 28
Average 8 6 378 26
H Farm 1 8 7 390 26
2 6 5 363 27
3 3 2 409 25
Average 6 5 382 26

* This includes one history of premature birth
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Summary

In making some investigations concerning Japanese black beef cattle’s status and the possibility of
the population-increase, those in the islands of Kagoshima Prefecture were chosen by a team of 14

professionals.  On account of the fact that the major agricultural products have mainly .been

sugar-canes, vegitables and flowers, more than half of the cattle farmers have had only one or two

breeding cows per house. In these areas, however, the annual rate of increasing in the total number of

beef cattle reached 8%.

Average calf-production rate per year was fixed to be 79.5%, with the range of 71% to 86%. It was

estimated that an interval of 176 days was required for a cow to be pregnant after calving. First

calving was found at 26 months of cow age on the average.

Although abundant feeding with roughages (mostly sugar-cane-top and Napier grass) was carried

out, some inconsistencies were noted through the year.

being lowered in the reproductive capacities.

Sometimes, some cows became over fattening,
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In some areas, periodical reproductive examinations by veterinarians have had effects in raising
calf-production. There are some grazing farmers who have succeeded in keeping annual calving for
many years.

Although a lot of problems have been pointed out for the improvement of the reproduction and the
increasing of the population about the grazing of the Japanese black beef cattle, it seems to be one of
the most important items that the grazing farmer should try to get profit from grazing itself,
independently.



