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Table 1. Excavated animal remains and the number of archaelological sites in 4 areas of

Kagoshima Prefecture.

Areas Satsuma Peninsula Osumi Peninsula Satsunan Island Nansei Island
Periods Jomon Yayoi Jomon Yayoi Jomon Yayoi Jomon  Yayoi Total
early late early late early late early late
Animals middle final middle final middle final middle final
Mammalia 4 12 7 1 5 2 1 3 4 13 5 57
Birds 4 4 2 1 4 3 18
Reptiles 4 3 1 1 7 4 20
Amphibia 3 2 1 1 7
Fishes 1 ) 4 2 2 7 5 26
Crustacea 4 3 1 1 4 4 17
Shellfish 4 13 8 6 5 15 7 58
Number of 4 16 8 1 6 2 1 3 5 15 7
site/ period
Total 28 9 9 22 68
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Table 2. Mammalian spccics from Jomon and Yayoi archacological sitcs in Kagoshima Prefecture.
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Number of excavated site

2298179 3414109 365 111311956 5122 2261413 7 277 31

: cave site

:site* It was not clear whether the animals belongs to the same period.
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Summary

On the 46 Jomon and 22 Yayoi sites in Kagoshima Prefecture, the excavation-states were examined
to ascertain the faunal remains. And by using the morphological and osteometrical methods, the
mammalian remains excavated out of 31 sites were identified to be composed of animal species and
of some sorts of bone.

The faunal remains consisted of the skeletons of mammalia, birds, reptiles, amphibia, fishes, and
the remains of scrustacea and shellfishes. The number of sites out of which the remains of shellfishes
and mammalia were excavated was largest, but that of the remains of amphibia was quite small.
Among the excavation-areas, 28 sites were confirmed in Satsuma peninsula, 9 sites in Osumi peninsula,
9 sites in Satsunan island and 22 sites in Nansei island, respectively. The excavation-sites were periodi-
cally assorted as in the following : 40 sites were ascertained to have belonged to the period from the
late to the final Jomon, 22 sites, to that from Yayoi period and 4 sites, to the early stage of Jomon-
period, respectively.

By morphological observations, the excavated bones were identified as the bones of mammalian
species. And those mammalian remains were ascertained to be composed of 26 species belonging to 10
orders : Mogura wogura, Peteropus dasymallus, Macaca fuscata, Lepus brachyurus, Pentalagus fur-
nessi, Petaurista leucogenys, Muridae, Selenarctos tibetanus, Canis lupus, Canis familiaris, Nyctereutes
procyonoides, Meles meles, Lutra lutra, Martes melampus, Mustera sibilica, Lynx lynx, Felis domes-
tica, Zalophus, Sus scrofa, Cervus nippon, Capricornis crispus, Bos taurus, Equus caballus, Cetacea,
Delphinidae and Dugonidae.

In the sites of Kyushu, the remains of Canis lupus, Selenarctos tibetanus, Lynx lynx and Lutra
lutra were extremely rare ones to be observed. Moreover, it was left unclarified whether the remains of
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Bos taurus, Equus caballus and Felis domestica belonged to the same period as the other animal
remains.

The excavation-sites of Sus scrofa covered all the sites in Kagoshima, but the bone-shapes of Sus
scrofa excavated from the Nansei-island differed from those out of the Kagoshima mainland, being
small sized ones resembling those of the present Sus scrofa riukiuanus. Therefore, it was also observed
that the remains of Cervus nippon, Nyctereutes procyonoides, Meles meles, Martes melampus etc.
were not excavated in the sites of the Nansei-island.

Based on these confirmed observations, it was suggested that in the Nansei-island there had been a
unique fauna already at the beginning of the Jomon period, being isolated by Tokara-strait (Watse’s
line), and that in South Kyushu Sus scrofa and Cervus nippon were the most important target of hunt-
ing for our ancestors.



