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A Research on the Life Traces on Gajyajima Islands,

an Uninhibited Island
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Abstract: Gajyajima Island is part of a chain of islands between Kagoshima mainland
and Amami Islands. It became an uninhabited island on July 1970 as a result of not
being able to secure enough barge laborers. At the same time, construction new
harbor which had no use for barges in neighboring islands. We investigated whether
infrastructure problem may have led to industries to cease barge and harbour
construction, but its state was not as bad as Tokyo Islands where it had difficulties.
This island proves to be an important location to investigate remote island policies
with respect to the differences and effects of time and region. A comprehensive
classification was conducted using 5 livelihood environmental elements which
revealed marked life traces remaining.
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