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Preface

0 O This volume of Occasional Papers number 40 in the series, is a report of a forum
entitled "Institutions in the Making: An Interdisciplinary Study on Social Life and Economy
of the Philippine Local", which was held under the auspices of the Kagoshima University
Research Center for the Pacific Islands on 21 December 2002. Although we are scholars
from different academic disciplines, we share the same approach to field study -
investigating how people in local Philippine societies are pursuing their well-being.
Since the theme is so complex and the time for the forum was limited, we were not
able to discuss the topic fully. Nevertheless, all the commentators and other participants
made valuable inputs, which contributed a lot in the preparation of this report.

0 O The report consists of three parts. Part 1 presents the theoretical framework from
the viewpoint of economics and cultural anthropology. Part 2 includes five case studies
written by all the speakers. Part 3is the record of discussion by the participants.

0 O Finally, we are indebted to all the participants, especially the commentators, who
came all the way to Kagoshima from other Prefectures and made valuable suggestions.
We are also grateful to the stuff of the center, who organized the forum and made
it possible for us to publish the report. We regard the forum as an important step
in the enrichment of the Philippine study.

NISHIMURA Satoru and KAWADA Makito
December 2003
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