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Abstract : The authors have noticed many environmental problems in urban, suburban, and rural
districts in China. In recent years, several reports show the progress of environmental education in
China (Yu & Qing, 2005, etc.), so we disscuss Chinese environmental policies, reports on environmental
education, and the current circumstances of China's approach to environmental education.

The Chinese government called The First National Environmental Protection Meeting in 1973.
They proclaimed environmental protection as one of China’s national policies at the Second National
Environmental Protection Meeting in 1983. It was in the early 1980’s that environmental education
began. In 1990, they announced environmental protection at the First National Environment
and Education Meeting. Environmental Education became part of the curriculum of the nine-
year compulsory education course as a subject, and the Chinese government set penalties for
environmental destruction.

In 2000's at school in China, “Green School” activities started and have been prosperous. In 2003,
an epoch-making guidance on environmental education was proclaimed for junior high school and
elementary school students. In 2005, the Recycling Economy Law was added to the legislative plan by
the National People’s Congress Standing Committee. In 2007, the State Council addressed the policy
of “Saving Energy and Reducing Pollutant” and announced the elimination of old-fashioned production
lines, responsibility declaration, and a new system of administrative censure. “One Issue Rejection
System” is a strict law in which civil servants can refuse a leader who cannot meet the environmental
goal even if other work is good.

In Jiangsu, 165 schools were authorized as “green schools” in 2007. We discuss the standard
authorized for green schools, but understand that it is a very severe standard. Such an authorization
system demands the practice of the durable environmental education in schools, and we understand
that China wrestles with environmental education.

People concerned with schools realized the necessity of environmental education through the

pollution in rapidly industrializing areas. This article discuss the progress in Chinese environmental
education.
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