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Ethnobotanical Study on Zingiberaceae in Indonesia
Soedarsono Riswan
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Plants have usually played an important role in the
economic, industrial and cultural life of people
throughout the world. Indonesia as the biggest tropical
forest country in Indo-Malayan region or the 2nd biggest
in the world after Brazil is very rich not only in its
biological diversity, but also in the diversity of its ethnic
groups. Zingiberaceac is a very important plant family in
Indonesia, since it had long cultural life, i.e. with
Javanese tribe as traditional medicines, and also had an
economic value. From taxonomic point of view, this
family is also an interesting family, due to the tact that it

is a complex and big family, and that is "has a
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pantropical distribution. The revision of Malesian
Zingiberaceae is still in progress and not yet finished.
Based on the field and literature studies, the traditional
uses and the geographical distribution of genera and
species of Zingiberaceae in Indonesia will be discussed
in this lecture. The results show that 60 species
belonging to 1l genera have been used for many

purposes and particularly used as medicinal plants, spices

and condiments. The most economic genera are
Curcuma, Zingiber, Amomum, Etlingera and Alpinia.
The review studies of Zingiberaceae in Indonesia found
that the total number of genera and species of
Zingiberaceae is 20 and 386 respectively. The three
biggest genera with total number of species are Alpinia

(92), Amomum (66) and Riedelia (62).
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