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Current Status of Oshima-Tsumugi Industry and Possibility of Domestic Fair Trade System
OMAE Yoshikazu
Keywords: traditional craft, market failure, Oshima-tsumugi's dilemma, domestic fair trade

Abstract:

When traditional textile and dyed goods industries are examined, we can find two matters.
The first is that producers came in pursuit of delicacy of manual works. The second is that
consumers who are living with a computer and mass-produced industrial products cannot
imagine manufacturing process by manual works. It is thought that the method to continue
traditional craft industry is to reduce production scale, or to present individuality of craftsmen.

The delicacy of Oshima-tsumugi excels others. But consumers are not going to buy Oshima-
tsumugi because it is not able to be distinguished from mass-produced industrial products.
Information asymmetry of Oshima-tsumugi market is large, so that means being market failure
on Oshima-tsumugi and Oshima-tsumugi's dilemma.

To solve the problem of Oshima-tsumugl market fundamentally, it is necessary for a third-
party organization to provide not only information to draw the understanding of consumers but

fair price. This idea should be called domestic fair trade.
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