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Preface

The Research Center for the Pacific Islands:
Re-opening as “The Center for Island Studies Education and Research”

Symposium Theme: “Nesia empowerment” - Developing Island Futures

The Kagoshima University Research Center for the Pacific Islands was
restructured as the Education and Research Center in 2010. For the first time, “Small
Islands Studies (Nissology)” began as a new postgraduate course in October, 2010. The
course covers subject matter which has many applications and implications across
many academic disciplines. This re-structuring has also provided the opportunity
to reflect back on the achievements to date. As an institution of higher education,
we have the responsibility to envision the future possibilities of the islands outside
Japan. As a new center, it will face expectations to demonstrate its true value as
to how well education and research can benefit local and international societies in a
more effective and concrete manner. On the national level this refers particularly to
the Kagoshima archipelago, the isolated island groups of Kagoshima Prefecture, and
Amami archipelago; internationally it refers to Asian and Pacific Islands.

We invited His Excellency Mr. ANDREW P. Renster, Deputy Chief of Mission,
Embassy of the Federated States of Micronesia in Japan. With international academic
specialists, we would like to open the discussion about the diverse and concrete
issues of island futures as well as the current knowledge of the fields. This document
contains the abstracts of the lectures presented during the ceremony and symposium.

Editor NAGASHIMA Shunsuke and YAMAMOTO Sota

December 2010
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