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Beach Litter in Amami Islands Japan
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Abstract

This study examines the type of beach litter in Amani Islands, Japan. Results from the study
revealed that beach litter in northern parts of islands were greater in number than in southern parts.
Different types of litter were observed among upper, middle and lower parts of the beach. Pieces of
broken glass dominated the lower part of the beach while plastic materials were mostly found in the
middle part. The upper part of the beach was mostly littered with expanded polystyrene and plastic
bottle. About seventy percent of beach litters in these places have originated from other countries. The
origin of the litter was identified by the label of the litter, which were mostly Chinese and Korean
language. These trends of observed beach litter were discussed as a Small Island Model and Amani
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Island Model in this report.
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