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Toward Effective Governance and Regional Promotion
Peculiar to Yoron Island
—Re-recognition of Locality and Island Meritsas
Cultural Transmition Area from Subtropical to Subtemperate —
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Research Center for the Pacific Islands, Kagoshima University

Abstract

For self-directive development in Yoron Island, endogenous empowerment, co-governavility,
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sustamability and comparative advantages were considered. Locality and vernacular culture of Yoron
1s affected by subtropical climate; north from Okinawan Main-land and southern most in Amami
Islands, and the part of Ryukyu Cultural Zone. The island promotion of culture, environment and
tourism; through cross nissology between subtropical and subtemperate islands constitutes the basic
structure of regional development strategy. The rennaisance of the story of “Road of Islands™ is the
most effective and attractive strategy for passengers from Naha route, Kagoshima route or Amami
Oshima route. A new challenge is facing the environment and culture. There is a need for the
re-recognition of the entrance area to the southen central subtropical zone. Intrinsic goods and service
development, and restoration of home beach and sea or home hill and forest, are required. The
mtiative development of high speed information network have been established in Yoron before
other Satsnan samll islands. The co-governance ability level is higher than any other Satsnan small
island, and that is for every 5 human environmental ware (Human-ware, Spiritual-ware,
Ecological-ware, Soft-ware and Hard-ware) . However initiatives by private sector is not well
developed. There is no NPO sector that had been established yet; which is expected for an effective
non-government role for tourist guide, study tour and welfare support for fair trade. The
comprehensive empowerment toward 5 human environmental ware and the establishment of a higher
quality of 3-dimension life(life course, living, vital life) are needed for a sufficient development of
regional hospitality.
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