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Abstract: This study aims to grasp the immigration and emigration movement

in Kutinoerabujima and to make clear the tendency and characteristics of these

phenomena. The author visited this island, gathered related materials and interviewed

some islanders. Interviews were carried with the emigrants living in Kagoshima city

also. The following conclusions are drawn:

1) There are four immigration periods in this island, pre-Meiji era, Meiji era, after
the World War II era and the recent immigration era.

2) The biggest emigration movement happened in 1960’s.

3) Islanders organized an association to discuss and realize the growth of the
students and to attempt to stop the decline of the population.

4) Most emigrants live nowadays in two cities, Kagoshima-city and Osaka-city
mainly.

5) Three social groups were organized among emigrants in Kagoshima-city and
their original activities were created by each group.
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