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Yamakawa Port as a Gateway to Kagoshima-nesia and Ryukyu-
its history, production, and culture

NAGASHIMA Shunsuke

Research Center for the Pacific Islands, Kagoshima University
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Abstract: Yamakawa Port has been a cardinal natural harbor for Ryukyu Kingdom
(the present day Okinawa)-Satsuma (now Kagoshima Prefecture) maritime trade
route, especially of sugar trade. It has also had indispensable involvement in the
Japanese history: the cultural and plantation propagation during Edo Period as well
as being involved with pre-reopening ports for foreign trade towards the end of
Edo Period. We pursued the review of past 400 years of the Yamakawa Port with
preserved Ryukyu-Satsuma historical heritages and relics. One such momento was
400" commemoration of Satsuma domain invasion of Ryukyu. This was hosted at the
Port by Yamakawa citizens along with an Okinawan university and their students,
and they erected commemorative monuments. The port is also one of the three major
production sites for dried bonitos. Notably, it is the place for the production of fungi
dried bonitoes, a premium delicacy. We investigated the manufacturing processes and
its trends.
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