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By: Edwina W. Mugunbey, YNN

How often are our village
roads repaired? According to the Di-
rector of Public Works & Transporta-
tion, Francis Faney, “roads are not
scheduled to be fixed.” For example
every three months or so, village roads
are restored upon request,” he says.
Public Works does not have the author-
ity to restore any village roads for rea-
sons that the government agency
might have to destroy plants and trees
along the road to make the construc-
tion possible. According to the direc-
tor, “The community that petitions to
rectify their roads must describe how
they want the job done.” Details of the
job are essential so that Public Works
can decide whether they can mend the

roads with the machinery available.

Lately public roads, not only
in the village areas, are not repaired
satisfactorily because equipment avail-
able to Public Works are very limited
and also due to the lack of expenditure.
Public Works is looking forward to
grants that is to be given by the Japa-
nese government to help Public Works
with the road construction and repair.
A rough estimate of the money neces-
sary for the project is $20 million, ac-
cording to Faney.

The main priority of Public
Works is the bus routes. After each
morning bus run by Public Transporta-
tion the drivers supposedly have a brief-
ing on which the roads need the most
repairing. Requests are also mandatory

Village Roads May Only be Repaired Upon Request

from Public Transportation.

Right now the main roads lead-
ing to Gagil and the road going to
Bugol, Tomil are in desperate need of
repair. Road construction to Gagil has
already begun, however mending of the
roads going to Bugol, Tomil has not be-
gun because of the rain, says Raymond
Fagaltamow, also of PW&T, “but it will
be underway as soon as better weather
persists.” Repair of other village roads
in the remaining eight municipalities
have not been requested by Public Trans-
portation because the buses can still
drive through without any complica-
tions.

And what about other village
roads that buses do not go through? Are

(Continued on page 3)

By DorindaDorang, YNN

graduate students
Japan arrived
Wednesday, Octo-
ber 20 to conduct a |

social scientiﬁC\ \
study on Yap that )
spans from our &!

marine life
health, to agricul- .
tural problems, to 8
Yapese culture and
civilization.

The team

A group of professionals and
from Kagoshima,
in Yap by boat on

is from the Kagoshima University Re-
search Center for the South Pacific Is-
lands. They will be on island for fifteen

days, before leaviag November 3rd

aboard their research vessel, the Keiten
Maru.

According to the head of the
2 Historical Preserva-
tion Office, John
Tharngan, the
groyp consists of 30
% elderly men and
N graduate  students
P in their early 20s,
and two women.
§ According
il to Tharngan, Dr.
Akio Inoue is the
Director of the Kagoshima University
Research Center for the South Pacific

(Continued on page 4)
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Transnationalism, and
Beauty Contests in Thonga (South Pacific)

Transgenderism,

Niko Besnier
(BEREXFZEBHARE Y —ESHR)

(Victoria University of Wellington)

Beauty pageants are a prime context in
which, around the world, persons negotiate
the boundaries between fantasy and reality,
the local and the global, and domination and
agency. This paper will explore the
performances of transgendered men, or
"leiti” as they are known locally, in Tonga
(South Pacific), through their participation
in the yearly Miss Galaxy contest, an all-leiti
beauty pageant. I will argue that the Miss
Galaxy contest enables underprivileged and
normally marginalized leiti to perform and
assert their identities before large audiences
drawn from the Tongan establishment,
of the

diasporic Tongan population. At the same

including members increasingly
time, this contest is an occasion for leiti to
present themselves as other than Tongans,
attempting to insert themselves, through
language use and performative effects, into
this transnational Tongan imaginary, from
which they are otherwise excluded due to
their economically insecure status. The
beauty pageant is thus a context in which
participants act out not just fantasies of
gender transformation, but also dreams
of status transformation and of escape
from the harshness of locally grounded
marginalization. In the process, gender
consciousness

crossing and a diasporic



become complexly intermeshed for audiences

and participants alike.
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The Economy, National Budget and
Development in Fiji: Is there a change in
Governments' Economic Policy Direction?
Mahendra Reddy
(University of South Pacific)
Following  independence in 1970,
economic ideology underlying the growth
policies were those of Keynesian economics.
This requires heavy involvement of
government in the growth and development
process. My examination of key economic
data shows that government was a major
player in economic development of Fiji.
However, in the early 1980s, Fiji's economy
underwent a major change in its economic
policy approach. The move was away from
traditional Keynesian economics to market-
This new

approach, based on the Neo-classical ideology,

based growth and development.

is broadly known as Neo-liberalism. The
change was strongly advocated by the IMF
and World Bank after they found that island
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nations had large government expenditures,
increasing debt levels and lack of good
governance. However, after over a decade
of open economic policies, economic and
social indicators reveal a worsening social
About 33% of the
population are living in poverty, 20% of
children
inequality is increasing every year and crime
With a new labor
government elected in 1999, the 2000 budget

scenario in Fiji.

are malnourished, income

rate is at its highest ever.
delivered promised that the government

would make a concerted move to refocus

attention on the real needs of the people.

My analysis of the Fiji governments budgets
since 1991 shows that the new government is
bringing back the Keynesian ideology of
development. The government has decided
to regulate the financial sector, roll back
privatisation of public enterprises, reduce
their operating expenditure and increasing
capital expenditure.  However, once the
fundamentals are set in the private sector
and a competitive environment evolves, then
This

approach to development is widely known as

the role of government will decline.

economic gradualism.
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Eddy MANTJORO: Socio-Economic System in the Western Pacific Islands
- The Practice of Para Island Comimunity,
Munetomo NEDACHI, Kammen M. TAKTAI, Yoko NEDACHI: Geochemiistry
of Paleosols Formed under Oxic and Anoxic Conditions in the Babeldaob
Island, Palau
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