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Collaboration on Marine Botany in Kagoshima University with
Asian and Pacific Countries
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Faculty of Fisheries,
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Abstract

Since the 1960s, academic collaboration on marine botany has been conducted in Kagoshima University.
Emeritus Prof. Tsuyoshi Tanaka did taxonomic studies with Vietnamese marine botanists in the 1960s and
reported several new species from South Vietnam. Former Director of R.C.S.P. in Kagoshima University, Prof.
Inoue Akio, studied fish poisoning, also called Cigaterra, in Tahiti, French Polynesia and found that the
dinoflagellate Gambiediscus produced the toxin. Afterwards, this dinoflagellate was also reported in many Pacific
countries. In the 1980s, Prof. Noro started the taxonomic and ecological studies on brown algae genus Sargassum
in the Philippines and extended his study in Australia, Indoneshia, Thailand, Vietnam, Malaysia and Micronesia.
Dr. Terada also collected many specimen of Gracilaria in Hawaii, Vietnam, Thailand and Indonesia, and is now
revising the taxonomy of the genus. In the Pacific countries, Gracilaria and Eucheuma are economically important
algal fishery products. For example, Eucheuma is exported as a source of the marine colloid named carrageenan.
The Culture of Eucheuma is one of the important fishery industries in these countries. The Indonesian Ministry of
Education nominated Kagoshima University as the counterpart for the training programme of the marine botany
and other fishery sciences for the vocational high school teachers in their country.
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