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The Month of Birth as Relative Age and its Effect on Socialization in Advanced Sport

— Sumo Wrestlers —
OkaDA Takeshi

Abstract

This investigation partially confirmed the existence of the relative age effect in wrestlers of Sumo, a
traditional sport in Japan.
In 1960, 1980, 2002 and 2010 Sumo wrestlers of upper classes from yokozuna to makushita were
analyzed for relative age effect.
Chi-square test (X*) and spearman rank-order correlation (7s) were calculated as test statistics.
The results were followed;
1960 : X5y = 1.620 p=.655, rs= —.126 p=.697
1980 : X*(5) = 16.133 p=.001, rs= —.727 p=.007
2002 : X7y = 3.653 p=.609, rs= —.042 p=.897
2010 : X° ;= 5.780 p=.123, rs= — .629 p=.028
The relative age effect was significant in especially1980 and 2010. In 1980 the preexisting rival star

wrestlers were inferred to be significant others for relative age effect of wrestlers.
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X—T— N M EEEIE (relative age effect)  YIERH  (cut-off date)
FAHEET )L (sumo wrestler)
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B OIME (1966) OWFFETHREIN/z L 512, EFE, % H58 HEZICBW TR
B C/NERICAET HIREH S, FEP LD -TS, 64FICO 2D L, BHEICBIT K2R
HIN, FELERRS L 5,

EHIZWZIE, BEOE—7 ZBEIIUEL, RAEFN IIHSMICEVE VI FELEL L
270, FRCHARMNEE 2 LEE AR TIIAM L IIIHICHT AL ) T dMESINL I,

AR=VIZ BT B AL HERRD R (Relative Age Effect) & JITNAHRIE, “HBRIEICEBIT 5iE
RS, AEHER] (age-group) IZBWTHAH2YFEZ H (cut-off date) DARERIFIUTREWIZIEH
FNZ, BITEIFIUTBENIZEARIC R D" v ) HEETET,

AR MR RAT D HAAAR =Y OO AR 5T, Hl 2 1253 (academic performance)
WEALTHHEAL)BHLTH D, FRICHEEZ T U OFHIE TR SHREIZIT DN TS
(Sweetland and Simone 1987, Demeis and Stearns 1992, Sweeney 1995 72 &), L22L, HARIZBWT
i, el LRI X A L I5ESH 5120 20vb 53, #Efi L TIHZEICATZE T hIL T &
TV EEVZWHIRTH 5,

EZAHT, AXR=VIZBITHHMWERDRIRIWHE SN2 T NIET%E B wE]
(discrimination) TH 5 LI5S, TOMISKIFELITIRESNTE TV 5,

HFNH 2R IEE (relative age) L BEVWRTOIIZEADTH 5, HAROFRKTOYEZH
X4 H2HTHA?, a—a v HETIRSHIHTHETr =A%\, 2935k, HRT
KON RIUEGICHAHIAHEFNEITI -0y XTIEE)TE R b, £72, HETH 10 AA
FHFHEIZ LD LD LD, b LYWEBRZHAI0H 1 HIZEESNLZHERIIZE, SEIE9
HEFNWIIARLREEIRBSTLLEW) T EIIRhDE, 2DXHIL, BLEFNANHRA DN
T A =X AERIS LTH ORI, mERRE, HREME Vo2 oEINAICEAEOR
SREGHFVEICIREE T 2 0TI %L, UBZAALOMBIZE > TERENLIDTH L, 2O L) Ik
FNAHDL ORI EZHEOBETHESINSL L ZAHDREL, EHIZFOYE 2 HAENS
Lo THRRY, F/A—ENTOEEINETLHLI 2L, ENENOAE TN ITHNN%
BERLPETRY, EWwW) 2 ek b,

ZHOLT, AFNHADOLD “MHHE" 2%, B L LT, HEBEKONRE LTETN
BRIl e5 L IlhbDTH b,

ST, DRIZIARTEZ LD EsR EEZ SO AR = IZBIT 2 EERRIRICE T 5
Wigeid, 1985 4ELCk, MH 2Bz, EzBz, SR8, #HANGHFATREAINTE TV,
EHLHARIZBIDEODDOAR—Y ZRRICLIZHEMFROMLR, ZORRIE N &% FEiE
LC&7: (FIH, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2008)
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2V, KR E L TR HARD AR =2 I2BW

BT, NEDHWIETHMNERIROIFEL IO L Z &

W75 L, ToHAMESORMZ Z, U LA

W RL72EBYTH B,

Table 1. Sample composition by banzuke(class)

, 1960, 1980, 2002, 2010 4E 2B 17

year | yokozuna | ozeki | sekiwake | komusubi | maegashira | juryo | makushita total
2 2 3 2 32 2 170 249
L R e e VT I
0.8% 0.8% 1.2% 0.8% 12.9% 0.8% 68.3% 100.0%
4 2 2 2 25 26 115 176
LT e B et B e R I
2.3% 1.1% 1.1% 1.1% 14.2% 14.8% 65.3% 100.0%
1 4 1 2 28 24 115 175
o e A B B K
0.6% 2.3% 0.6% 1.1% 16.0% 13.7% 65.7% 100.0%
0 1 1 1 20 23 103 149
52/ 1) 0 e e e B et B
0.0% 0.7% 0.7% 0.7% 13.4% 15.4% 69.1% 100.0%
7 9 7 7 105 75 503 749
70 72 Y e i el e e i
0.9% 1.2% 0.9% 0.9% 14.0% 10.0% 67.2% 100.0%

AEFZETIE, ARICBIT2HEME AW &, M RERDETIUELZHRIEETH S
ZEnD, YBRZHORRLZNEANI LIRS N,

ﬁi@7z7&0£bi%@m&i,%WMLM-+W@8A%%%anM-E&EQm
N) - FBZE (ZBEL) - Fold (ZBEL), L6 RoTWD, HNIZS S ITHM -
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., FOE, BTORMELEZIZES LS (20104 9 AR HOTESEE =B HLT 19 MK L, 5T 1 ),

F 721960 FZ AT R H AT, 1980 44 E-L H3PT, 2002 E4 R HET, 2010 4
HEEILA BT, Th b,

T = FIHERE [AHEE] (N—AR— ) - =AY 4), MEEs [RMHEE] Geestt), BL U
[HAMEERH S AT A M KD IEEL -,

WM e, A Z3ffl, AE T~ v ONEMAHBIRE A I L Cefkata e L, ARtk
DMERAT> 720

ER
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1960 £

Figure 1. 1ZQ 1 4, 5, 6 H) »5Q4 (1, 2, 3H) T, 4 HADWFHZHEREEIILT3 A
RIBOEN THRT I 712725 DTH b, B [FhatBEICET 458 1D CERBICAE DY,
AH1HEZFZ3 AICHALTYS,
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Figure 1: Birth number by quarter of the general population and wrestlers 1960 A=249
X?%3=1620 p=655
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T, BUIERIY Y7 —, BERZEMOAR=VIZASNLHE FH1) OEFHIA S L
Ve QIAHQ3FETIEITTZT Iy MIHERL, Q4DFEFATIEIEAL TS,

WP, 1960 EEEH &~ TV O P WAL (19357 4F) & & de, 1935, 36, 37 4E0, 34
MIZh72 5 HROB FAERBOAENH G 249 N > TV EE RS L7725 O TH
%o BHERIZBIT 20 LR [FEETHEICHET 258 12353, 4 HHOBEZHF LT
%o

WIS THEM 201, Q 4 DA< 10 ALLEZ L o TWnbH I ETH S,
BIEBTEL 2o TWzQ 4 OEEGL TNTHE SN, Q412817 5B L NEEERORK
ElTITEAE RV,

DLEDRER, 714 212 L DMERE (X5 =1.620 p=655) b, BEMEIZIATEISES LT
Wi Ewz, HEKE (GBRE) bEmdTT0L, I A ZEREICL LY, 1960 40 KAHE
PARRNE P ONIDEIS Ey/E b AT RSY (RN

w2, AT~ Y ONENAHBRENS £ 1 1960 FI11:12 B % xR E R R ORE G R % A
THhEIHo

Table 2. 1¥, ZOWHEDOHMEMFTELHLTLEITFMEEZRLIZLDTH S,

DL OO, YA HORS, 4 HIZ16, 5HI22, 6 HIZ3, - - - - - 3R 121 &,
NE % 38 > TS 2 BNZERLTH 50 b ) UL DOEBUTIAFE D S Bl = L]
WEERBL, ZO0EOKETWVIAIZ, 2F 0 i#/MEFE (underrepresentation) DK X WIEHIZ 1 A

Table 2. :Divergence between expected and actual number of
wrestlers 1960
Divergence
Expected | Actual rank-order
number |number | Expected-Actual | rank-order | starting April
April 17.2 15 2.2 6 1
May 17.2 21 -3.8 10 2
June 15.5 18 -2.5 8 3
July 17.5 26 -8.5 12 4
August 19.0 14 5.0 2 5
September 20.1 16 4.1 4 6
October 20.6 14 6.6 1 7
November 22.0 25 -3.0 9 8
December 17.3 13 4.3 3 9
January 30.9 33 -2.1 7 10
February 24.2 29 -4.8 11 11
March 27.5 25 2.5 5 12
rs=-.126 p=.697
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Figure 2: Birth number by quarter of the general population and wrestlers 1980 A=176
X ?3=16.133 p=.001

1980 =

Figure 2. 1% 1980 SED 122, B, FEERERIES T 7Th D,

BUERD 7 + — 5 =G ATIREQ 2 PRAERHEVIAN L F 27— LM%k RTHOD, Mo
7 & — & — TIEE TN R 23 < o

B e b, B EE R LT % & IR RS Q 4 B W Tk b L) T b Hh o
T, TNEAHEIZQ 1 THAME, Q4 THE/AMUEZLZIRL, MRELTO1%KETHER S
A 3 (16.133) 2B SELT LIk o7z,

AT < v ONENAHBIFRE TORRD rs=—727 p=007 &, 1%KETOFEEEEZR L7z,
1980 SEDKAHEE L CTIE, FRIIAEM, FAEFNOFEDIIAFE VD, FHMEERRR RO
EaRTIEbholz,

55 AMICBINERA, SMIFERETIE, TORESZDICT Y 7T LT T DAV, HEEDOFE A
WIS B 727 TH 5,
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Figure 3. Birth number by quarter of the general population and wrestlers 2002 A=175
X 23=3.653 p=.609

BUAERIE 7 4+ — 5 —HTOEHIITNIS L, EVTLQ2 Q4 Q1, Q3 LAHAITH
Bo T LIIRFERIZIZIZT7 7y ML TBY), WIhoZ »—F —I128»TH @i,
HIFERWEOZEIINS V. LD 5T, I A RSO ROAEE TR (X7;)=3.653
P=.609) o

AET < v OB b FE AR E R L T D (rs=—.042 p=897),
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Figure 4. Birth number by quarter of the general population and wrestlers 2010
MN=149 X 23=5.780 p=.123

BAEEIEIQ1, Q2DHiIFIEQ3 Q4DHBEILIVZVIOD, Q1EQ2 Q3:1Q4M
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B ClREEOEFHIEI L2 D L3 o TV, I A4 ZREREOKBIFETIIR Y (X,
=5.780 p=.123),

ATV Y QMR ARBREORER (rs=—.629 p=.028) X 5%KETHERMEERL, ML
HIAEERN R DFFE 2 RIE L TV %,

A ZIEME X WAL OWIZE T, 1) 2L BREON—TIIL2bDHH Y (Hurley
etal.,2001), ZOT—F EN=TIHio THlix LThbE, X5=5197 p=023 L AELRR
L6 L7,

DUF TIIAHS BRI RITAE D, L) ZETEREZTTOTNZ LT %,
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HARIZBI 25807 AR = T 5 KMBEO T LIZoWT, 2O E#RZDRIC O W TR
MR% BVva72 1960, 1980, 2002, 2010 4ED 4 I T THOHT & i M7z

FEFIE 1980, 2010 OTHETIIZIED 1, 1960, 2002 FEOMWETIIRFEEL, L V) LDTH-
Too BRI D A S N Do 72 1960, 2002 SETOHEEMAKMEIT S A ZFMME L AT Y DJHE
L AHBAERELAY 1960 4 © (p=1655, p=.697), 2002 4E : (p=.609, p=2897) TH V), HXTHYLEHH) R
ODFEEEEL TV 5D, BERFIICIE 1960, 1980, 2002, 2010 D 4 Bi i TOR I, HL—
HO-L-FY, &40, —EORBMENMELEEENL I L LR o7,

29 LT, KRB 2R IERSIRILRD SN L EE L HIULHE  HE SNLEE
bdHY , BROWERIZED L) —EOEAEL RO LRV, L) HMTIERWERE L -
720 ZORERITE D FAEDID 725D o

g (2001) 1, 2000 4F 8 HR R CTORMBEDFEWN - Tilif)+: 56 NzxtRICA TN 54 %
SHL, QI25Q4I,ITTI2, 19, 7, 1ISAEVITATHL I LERL , MOMEE &I
[Fo7o K BRELMEEAET A ETNHOHRER > TW5] (p69) LT 2,

RIRAD 2002 FOH > TV EREGERLEETHL00, EEOZ ORI, FEIHT
FCIRT7Z1I5 ATHELE VI ENEBRLTOFE UEREALTIENTE L),

L L, KA TD 1980, 2010 FEEDH ¥ 7 TRRAHK HIERR)RITFEO SN72DTH 5
5, KMBETRBENED SNV E—FILT 52 LT TERV,

EZATHRRENHS I L7z L 91, KM LI BT 2 MR FERRD R L, FREE, R
LoTHELL, LVWIHBRIIEDIHIHHENLDZES D D

AR= VB BT SERRDROTIEICBNT, ZORRIN R E 2 £ 1O EE DT
fisnTwa, (FH, 2002)

ARFATIL 1980, 2010 SEFETIIRIEA D, 1960, 2002 EFETITEEL, L) &) IRk 572
HRICL 072D TH DY, TOZLiL, EENH L) HAZE»AEBENEETH L 2 LIk
FLAVIEREET . HHREKE DERENS L5 10, ETNAOLOBRITHAN, H
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JERICRE SN LY 2 H (cut-off-date) & DMEBRTH 726 EINLDTHY, SHITHHT
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Barnsley et al. (1985) (X, NNHL B X UZDER Y AT LI BT B HxHHEERYFE O FIE % B
Sl , ZOGHORENLZEIEHEZ D1 727, Daniel and Janssen (1987) X241 % 9
FC, 1982/83 4R — X U2 BT B AR YRR R DO FAAE % #ERR L C Barnsley et al. Ot % 1852
L7z 512 1985/86 FED Y — X CIIAHM YFEIAI RS —BEE > TWVEH I L 2Lz, L
2 LIRS 1960 4E4%, 1970 SERICIIRI RS AL N LW L 2L, HXEREOHL %
s L7222, 192 FIlEE o7V EL MEEDA vy —F2aF - ) —TEn)A
Ny M ThpEHEL, THAWERREBAIED A F 5 - TA ARy r—0@EY ] 72 L 45w
15726
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Grondin and Koren (2000) (X M.LB @ 1871 425 1992 £ I2 BT A2 LT L A ¥ — % K512 10
AR IX Y o 722 FER L 720 T OREE, 1920 4ERF TE, 1950 A LU A 75 2 H ot Ay 45
HRh R E R, FOMD 1920 4£4%, 30 F48, 40 TR RS LV E VI EREFHRE L 72,

T, APATO 1980, 2010 4FBE, BRA D, 1960, 2002 4EFE, FhRMEL, LWV BRICH
LTED L) HHMADREIC L D TH S ) h

FRIZIEE SN B DI, 1980 FE DT ERMBROB S TH D (I 1 e (X°;=16.133
p=.001, rs=—727 p=007)o 2002 4EFEIX 7 A " FeMiE (X2;=3.653 p=.609), AEY 7 < DIE
FEARBAGREL (rs=—.042 p=2897) &\ 9 HEIKMEIZAL L) ICHRIIBEIIHELALDOTH S5
5, 1980 FEDORIFEIZOVTHAS DOBHDH 2 DOHh b Lt v,

DB H T TIE, 1980 4F & 2002 FDH W FZIZEBIH A S L7z,

MAEDREAS 176, 175 NLIZITED L W4 Hh T, JbifEdE 57413 1980 4£22 5 2002 4E12
1953~ 16 N L, B AH B 21327546 £ 19 AL TV 00K E LM TH 5,
LAL, ZELZDEOEINHEZSI L CAE S, MRTIERIEZM L T 2 ERIXEE
OOHNLD o7z,

WIS, KRABEORER BB L /-2 25, BREVWHEEIIHE 72,

1980 4, 176 ADOTIEOFHMALFIZ 1955 FTH Y, MHH1E 1969 FFIZHFE2FEEL V) T &
W% he & AT, KMEETIE 1961 SE25 1969 £ 9 4ERIT “fAMBRER" RS, LR
AET — ZZH T HIBTH 5. 22T BN, Y IELZ S L T25FOKRME, 190 &5
I\ & & L2 TR O i i 4 FTAP L DOFE) Il 5720 DTH b,

RS L ) BRWEETCO AM 2SR & SNAHBEFIZB VT, ANFR, il 2 sk
& & I L7EERD, DHEITTov L CRAHEO I RO SO BR 2 24t L 720 TlE w72
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PO RARBE L TLIMS WA MHEN LB S o 720 Wi, &I E L ) AR LS
AN DS BB E BT L 72 1954 SE 05 1958 £ D 4 £ TH DAY, KRR Tl Z 0RO E %+
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DiE, 1980 4ECOE VAR HAEMRIROZER & LT, MM 2 v ) 2 & —Jih1c X 28
NZDOEEY, 2O LI X AP MEOHME AMMEEL, &v) 2 e 238 L 72,

CDIERIZ D B A AN O Z TRV, SROMEEIE ST 2 L L THEZR-OTHE & 720,

EhVIC

RBFZE TR, KBS, BAR, /& AiSE, T, R FOKMEEEN LIZOWT, 1960, 1980,
2002, 2010 4E (2472 B AT HIAERMEN SR & 3 - 04T L 72,

H A ZIFellE, AET <y ONER AR 52720 OBEREHRE THRELZE A, 1960, 2002
ECRDRME L, 1980, 2010 SETIIRIRA D, LV I RREE,

1960 £ DT 1T FE R I PR Ok d, Bt OREUINICAET L7z 2 L 2 R IULE 2
REIWETH L7259 £ 35 &, MMRFERBIRD A S 7%\ 2002 471120 LT 1980 4
TEDRTE MR EREIRARE 70 —-XT v 7ENTL %,

COBRIZIZNLTHDE ZARFEDOHHEZYIET LI LIETERWD, DEDDERE
LT A EIRTE

KARBEDFE ST 1961 4E20 5 1969 4D 9 SE[ D7z o T “MMGEER" SRS 2T — 2]
AH Y, 1980 FEDIEIE T OHIMI AR, hEEMEZBIL, % AMHBEERA~OEME,
FiEE L L TIRENT2DOTIERwD, LW OBZFDORFHTH 5,

WIZLTY, HARIEHRW 2 AL W) HIZB W TH RIS & o THR I E IR R 1E
ROLNDL, L) HRERZ LITEFRREV,

HOHND LIS, AR S N7 AR B SERTRD R LB 12 A 72 3 A L CRER 2B & RS
bOTIE RV, ZEH, BIE, BoOLwoFNETTHREZIETY, TMHELER L
720, EHICIZEET RN, HANERE-BMEICERT L4 LT, KMIEIIBIT 54
HHEMRI R OMA & fFHT 2 2 LB E b,

(KWFZEDO—HBIx, HAREKFFERE 54 MRS, 2003, THEELLZLDTH D)
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