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Word of Gratitude

I first came to Kagoshima in October 2000. Being
as a short-term exchange student based on the
Academic Exchange between Kagoshima
University and the University of Papua New
Guinea, | am one of the privileged recipients of the
Association of International Education Japan
scholarship, which is officially supported by the
Japanese Ministry of Education and Science. This
program provides an opportunity to experience and
observe the true face of Japan and through
exchanges, deepens the participants’ understanding
of Japanese culture.

By Cain Lomai opportunity to study under
professor Toru Aoyama at Kagoshima University
Research  Center for Pacific Islands. The
atmosphere at the Center is excellent. It was also a
great opportunity for me to work with professors
and other researchers who are evidently leading the
field and making the Center gain an excellent
reputation.

During my one year stay in Kagoshima, I had the
opportunity to meet and interact with many sections
of the Japanese society, while attending the
Research Centers’ in-house seminars, staying with
a Japanese family and observing at first hand the
various aspects of the Japanese society such as
industries, agriculture, government, education and
cultural heritage. This exchange program has
changed a lot of my impressions about Japan and its
people. Its unique cultures, traditions, beliefs and
tasty cuisine fascinated me.

The environment and climate as well as the
hospitality of the Japanese people made my stay in
Kagoshima enjoyable. [ also feel enriched with
cultural atmosphere through the experience of

Japanese life.

Cain Lomai

(BEEXE - ZEEHREYY—)

I wish to convey my sincere thanks and gratitude
to my supervisor, professor Toru Aoyama for
giving me this opportunity to study in Japan
especially at the Research Center for the Pacific
Although 1

inexperienced researcher and analyst, 1 hope that

Islands. began my study as
the thesis will be a reflection of high standards
upheld by him. Professor Aoyama is in many ways
an inspiration to me.

Finally, 1 would like to express my sincere
thanks to the Association International Education
Japan for providing scholarship, which is officially
supported by Japanese Ministry of Education and
Science.
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Jean Louis Rallu

(A=A 2ALBUH—N\DA)

After a decade of social unrest, including road
blocks and several casualties, the Matignon
Agreements in 1988 were intended to prepare New
1998, by

regions and

Caledonia for self-determination in
reducing inequalities  between
communities.

New Caledonia consists of three provinces :
Southern Province where is Noumea, Northern
Province and (Loyalty) Islands Province. 60% of
the Melanesian population still lives in reserves. In
1996, the population of New Caledonia consisted of
44% Melanesians, 34% Europeans (57% are New
Caledonia-born), 13% other Pacific Islanders
(mostly Polynesians from the French Territories
and Vanuatu) and 4% Asians.

Fertility and mortality declined due to
improvements in housing and health facilities in the
countryside. However, life expectancy gap is still
3.5 years between South and North provinces.

Influx of public aid from mainland France
following the Agreements triggered an influx of
migrants and a net migration of 9800, of which
6750 Europeans. As a consequence the proportion
of Melanesians in total population slightly declined,
despite higher natural increase.

Various education projects did not much increase
the qualification level of the Melanesian population,
still the lowest of all ethnic groups. Migrants took a
large share of the new jobs created from 1989 and
Melanesians only 25%. Therefore, employment
rates show a steady decline for Melanesians below

age 30, mostly for males.

Reducing socio-economic imbalances is difficult
due to the structure of economy. The South hosts
most of enterprises and the North and Islands
provinces rely on them to build their infrastructures.
Moreover, migrants increase the market for
consumer goods in the South.

Projections show that the Melanesian population
would reach about 50% by 2015 when a vote on
independence may occur. Nevertheless, due to their
young age structure, Melanesians will not reach
50% of the voting-age population. It is estimated
that 10% to 20% of Melanesians do not vote for
independence, but some Polynesians and Europeans

may vote for independence.
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In all cultures, art serves as a sort of language,

conveying culturally specific ideals of beauty and
power, and notions of how humans relate to each
other and to the world around them. This
presentation suggested some of the ways by which
we can “read” this language, through an
examination of selected examples of Micronesian
arts and by discussing some of the cultural contexts
and meanings of these arts.

Both the terms “Micronesian™ and “arts™ carry

culturally and historically contingent connotations



that require critical reflection, and are potentially
misleading. “Micronesia” is a concept rooted in
foreign colonial categories, while “art” in European
intellectual history implies often inappropriate
contrasts between “art and craft” or between “fine
arts” and “primitive arts.”

In approaching Micronesian arts, it is important to
consider the cultural contexts surrounding the
objects. Religious ritual is a key context of
Micronesian arts, and includes ceremonial ways of
embodying spirits, safeguarding people’s lives and
health,

guaranteeing the continuing fertility of the land and

controlling  dangerous  storms, and
sea. A number of examples of religious arts were
illustrated, including tapuanu (‘sacred spirit’)
masks from Chuuk, hos (Janus-shaped ‘weather
effigy’) figures from the central Caroline Islands,
and large wooden ancestor figures from Nukuoro.

Architecture is another major context for
Micronesian arts, and may include important
religious associations. A number of examples were
presented from the Palauan bai (*men’s house’),
which often feature the juxtapostion of male and
female elements, and an emphasis on sexuality and
power. The most striking of these is the large,
carved figure of Dilukai, a female ancestral diety,
displayed in a sexually provocative position on the
gable front of the bai, surrounded by male figures
with erect phalluses and spears.

The presentation gave particular attention to
textile art in Micronesia, especially the loom-woven
textiles of the central Caroline Islands. Slides
illustrated the technique of fiber preparation, warp-
setting, and loom weaving. The textiles acquire
their value through their use in ritual, especially in
funerals, at which the exchange of textiles among
families serves to revalidate the prior exchange of
lands, and to publicly reemphasize kinship relations
to the deceased.

The presentation also illustrated another way in

which the cultural meanings of textile arts can be

ZEWZELD No.41 (9)

“read,” through an examination of the design
structure of one particular textile, the machi
(‘ceremonial cloth’) from Fais Island. The design
structure of the machi exhibits a complex formal
symmetry, and this same symmetry is apparent in a
number of other artifacts and arenas, including a
variety of other woven cloth patterns for women’s
skirts, men’s tattoo patterns, women’s beaded
dance belts, some architectural forms such as house
roofs and large fish traps, and in the social ground
plan of the island villages.

Through a reading of Micronesian arts, we can
gain further appreciation and understanding of

Micronesian culture.
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