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CULTURALFACTORSlNLOCALREVlTALlSATION‐

IRELAND

NeqsqNICHINNElDE

1．11ntroduction

lrishcultureisacomplexmixofmanyexperiences，fifomantiqUitytothe

present・FromthetombsoftheBoyneValley-whichpredatethepyramidsof

Egypt-tothecomparativelyrecentlandscapescreatedbyViking,Nomlanandother

arrivals,ithasbeenacultureinconstantchange･Therecentchallengingfinancial

circumstancesoflrelandremindusthatourcultureis－asitalwayshasbeen－a

ve]yimportantcomponentofoureconomy,Thisisreflectedinarecentinitiative

bythelrishGovemmenttohostalargefbrumdesignedtoidentifykeystrategiesto

assisteconomlcrecovery;cultureemergedasakeysector・

Sincethiscon企renceisfbcusedonculturalfactorsinlocalrevitalisation,let

uslookbrieflyatthemainsmlcturesoftheculturaleconomy・Wewillthenfbcuson

onearea-apeninsulainthesouthwestoflreland-toallowamorein-depthlookat

culturalfactorsinlocalrevitalisation．

1.2Backgmund-TheExportEconomy

Thereareessentiallytwocomponentstolreland，seconomy:oneistheinter-

nationalexportsectorwhichisperfbrmingstrongly,ItincludesmaJortechnological

andknowledge-basedindustriesandisunderpinnedbytheIndustrialDevelopment

Authority,abodysetupexpresslyinthenineteenseventiestoattractmajorhi‐

techindustries､Withaftworablecorporationrateof12．5％ithastransfbmledwhat

waslargelyanagriculturalandtourist-basedeconomywithanarrowtraditional

industrialbaseintoaglobalone,stronglylinkedtosclenceandmanufacturing,and

export-ledln20101relandwasrankedbylBMasfirstintheworldintermsofjob
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creationbyfbreigninvestmentrelativetopopulationsize､Itisalsothecasethat

thereissignificantinvestmentinthereversedirectio､;thereareabout2001rish

companiesintheUS,withone,KenyGroup,beingoneofthebiggestagncultural

product-basedindustriesintheworld；ithaslargeenterprisesintheAmerican

MidwestandinSomhAmerlca．

1.3TheDOmesticecOnOmy

Thedomesticeconomy,ontheotherhand，hasrecentlybeenhitbysevere

recession・Anover-extendedandover-ambitiousbankingsectorbroughtContagion

tomuchofthebankingsystem､Otherfactorsincludedabadly-regulatedplanning

systemthatallowedfbrtoomuchgrowthinlheconstructionsecto“otjustincities

butinruraltownsandvillages・ThecumulativeeHectofhasledtothenecessityof

thelrishstatebeingbailedoutbythelMFasyouwillnodoubthavenotedNow

morethaneveEweneedtoinnovate,andlheculturaleconomyhasbeenidentified

ashavinganimportantroletoplayintherecovery

2.OTheCulturalEconomy-Overvlew
●

ThekeybodieswhichImderpintheculturalsectorinlrelandaredividedinto

nationalandregional/localcomponents,TheArtsCouncil,fbundedinl951fUnds

artistsandvenuesacrossawiderangeofdisciplines・Intemlsoflhebuilthelitage，

theO伍ceofPUblicWbrksisakeyplayerintheStatesector・Ffiiltelrelandisthe

majortourismfimdeLanditsupportsaverywiderangeoftourismexperiences・

Significantly§itstronglysupportsCulturalTburism,notinglhat‘ArtsplusTbImsm

equalsmorevisitorsandhigherrevenueintolreland,.In2009cultureandheritage

tourismgeneratedanestimated2billioneurofbrthelrisheconomyぅwithfburout

offivetouristsfromoverseasciting‘interestinghisto】yandculture，asamotivation

fbrchoosinglrelandasaholidaydestination．

3.1CaseStudy-ThePreServationofaHeritage

Keny-isacounty(themainlocaladministrativeunitoflreland)onthesouth‐

westcoastofhelandlthasaruggedcoastlinewilhgreatpeninsulasreachingoutimo

theAtlanticOcean・Itwasfifomoneoflhesethatlhefirsttelegraphcablewaslaidon

theseabedallthewayacrosstoNewfbundland,and廿omthecountycapital-Tralee‐


















