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CULTURAL FACTORS IN LOCAL REVITALISATION -
IRELAND

Neasa Ni CHINNEIDE

1.1 Introduction

Irish culture is a complex mix of many experiences, from antiquity to the
present. From the tombs of the Boyne Valley- which predate the pyramids of
Egypt-to the comparatively recent landscapes created by Viking, Norman and other
arrivals, it has been a culture in constant change. The recent challenging financial
circumstances of Ireland remind us that our culture is — as it always has been- a
very important component of our economy. This is reflected in a recent initiative
by the Irish Government to host a large forum designed to identify key strategies to
assist economic recovery; culture emerged as a key sector.

Since this conference is focused on cultural factors in local revitalisation, let
us look briefly at the main structures of the cultural economy. We will then focus on
one area — a peninsula in the southwest of Ireland- to allow a more in-depth look at

cultural factors in local revitalisation.

1.2 Background- The Export Economy

There are essentially two components to Ireland’s economy: one is the inter-
national export sector which is performing strongly. It includes major technological
and knowledge-based industries and is underpinned by the Industrial Development
Authority, a body set up expressly in the nineteen seventies to attract major hi-
tech industries. With a favorable corporation rate of 12.5% it has transformed what
was largely an agricultural and tourist- based economy with a narrow traditional
industrial base into a global one, strongly linked to science and manufacturing, and

export -led. In 2010 Ireland was ranked by IBM as first in the world in terms of job
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