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Abstract

An 81-year-old woman with intra-orbital follicular
large-cell lymphoma and intra-oral low-grade B-cell
lymphoma, compatible with MALT-type lymphoma, is
reported. Several hematopathologic features indicated
that the two morphologically different lymphomas were
originated from a single clone of cells, but no definite
evidence to confirm this possibility could be obtained.
Result of chemotherapy indicated difference in sensi
tivity of lymphoma cells of the two lesions to cytotoxic
drugs.
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Introduction

Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma arising from the mucosa-
associated lymphoid tissue (MALT lymphoma), first
described by Isaacson and Wright1^ in 1983, has been
reported with an increasing frequency to date.
Although it is generally accepted that MALT-type
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lymphoma, which was difficult to characterize in the
past, does exist, whether MALT lymphoma is a distinct
clinicopathologic entity or not, is still a matter of
debate \ because a lymphoma with similar hemato
pathologic features, i.e., monocytoid B-cell lymphoma
(MBCL), can develop de novo in the lymph node5'6).
One of the feature of MBCL is a relatively frequent
association of follicular lymphoma6"10).

In this report, we describe a patient who developed
intra-orbital follicular large-cell lymphoma and intra
oral MALT-type lymphoma.

Case summary

An 81-year-old woman first noticed bilateral con
junctival swelling 19 months before admission. Because
of the progressive nature of the process, she was
admitted to our hospital in June, 1993. Neither loss of
body weight, night drenching, nor fever was noted.
Physical examination revealed bilateral intra-orbital
masses, but there was no peripheral lymphadenopathy
or hepatosplenomegaly. Complete blood count, serum
analysis, bone marrow aspiration, and abdominal CT
scan showed no abnormalities. She was diagnosed as
having one of follicular large-cell lymphoma on the
basis of a biopsy of the right intra-orbital mass. The
tumors disappeared completely two and a half months
after the initiation of chemotherrapy consisting of










