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Abstract

Based on the enormous influence of ERIKSON and LEVINSON in human growl血, this

study attempted to achieve a better understanding of Chamorro identity and male development

from Early Adulthood through Middle Adulthood ending with Late Adulthood. Through the

network sampling procedure, six (6) Chamorro males were recruited for in-depth, semi-

structured personal interviews. Using a histoncal-sociological-psychological mode of analysis,

this qualitative research was summarized and interpreted within the context of life in Guam.

Chamorro men of the sample (ages 21 to 62), regardless of age and occupation, had strong

cultural and ethnic identities, advocated gender equality, and valued the extended family system.

Personal dreams, although not clearly articulated by the participants, seemed to be dominated by

concerns with then- marriages and families. The findings con丘rm the results of previous studies

as to the great influence and power of women exert over many aspects of life m the matrilmeal

structure of Chamorros.
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Intro duction

In his eight stages of psychological development of the life cycle, Erik Erdcson

( 1 959) postulated that development emerges out of the interaction of both psychological

and social events. Erikson s first five stages deal with childhood and adolescence, but

his latter three stages all concerned with adulthood. Specifically, Stage Six (ages 20 to

40; Early Adulthood), Stage Seven (40 to 60, Middle Adul也ood) and Stage Eight (60 to

80, Late Adulthood). These three stages reflect Erikson's view that adult development

and identity is a continuing process that extends beyond childhood and adolescence

throughout the life cycle. These last stages were the focus of our study reported in this

paper.

Erikson's pioneering work influenced Daniel Levinson's (1978) book, The

Seasons ofa Man 's Life. Early adulthood, according to the book, begins at about the age

of 17, which is the end of the springtime ofa human life. The summertime period is

from 18 to 32, autumn'comes at around 40 and reaches its peak at 55, and the dreaded

season of winter'comes at around 60. As a metaphor for the unfolding life cycle, the

idea of seasons'is significant-in that one stage is not intrinsically superior to another.

Generally, in their mid-30s people reach a crossroads in life. According to Levinson

(1978), a man's goal at the age of40 is to 'Become One's Own Man,'whereby a man is

motivated towards independence, the development of his full potential, and the

realization of his dreams. In Levinson's (1978) words: A man yearns for a life in

which his actual desires, values, talents, and aspirations can be expressed (p. 60). As
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noted by Levinson s (1997) later work, by仙e age of35 or 36 a woman also "needs to

attain the satisfactions and accomplishments available within the life structure and to

start Becoming One's Own Woman" (p. 336); thus women go through a similar

sequence of stages as men.

Human life is a journey from birth to old age that follows an underlying, universal

pattern to which there are endless cultural and individual variations. Levdstson's idea of

four seasons, a series of periods or stages within the life cycle, is one of those patterns.

Contempor∬y eminent psychologists Erdcson and Levinson were thus concerned wi仙

the concept of age in the human life cycle. Their observations and theories of adult

growth, in which they postulated that adults develop according to specific steps at a

definite rate and sequence, help us to understand how the various stages of adult life can

be conceptualized.

Context

With an area of209 square miles, Guam is the largest island in the north Pacific

between the Philippines and Hawaii and between Japan and New Guinea (Thompson

1969, P. 18). Guam s relationship with America dates back to 1898 when Guam became

a protectorate of the U.S. a丑er the Spanish-American War and economic and political

institutions have undergone many modifications hastening the development of

American attitudes and ideas. English is spoken as an official language in Guam and

people live, on the surface, in much the same manner as Americans in the U.S.

mainland. With a population of 155,000 (US Census, 2000), Guam draws its strength

from the indigenous people of Guam, the Chamorros, as well as the immigrants from

Asia, Europe, America, and throughout the Pacific. It is an island society comprised of

diverse ethnic and cultural elements, although Chamorros still constitute the largest

group and still control the political structures of Guam.

Who are仙e Chamo汀o people of Guam? According to Laura Thompson (1969), a

leading authority on the Chamorros and known for her book, Guam and its People,

Although no systematic study and classification of the ancient Chamorro physical type

has yet been made, it is clear from the early accounts that the ancient Chamorros

resembled so-called Polynesians (p. 31). In the 2,000-year history of the Chamorros,

Chamorro women have exercised great influence in all matters related to family life and

property management, and women have enjoyed the independence and authority to

which血ey were accustomed prior to colonization by血e Spanish (Souder 1977).

Souder's (1992) recent book, Daughters of the Island, greatly influenced the

understanding and interpretation of the lives of contemporary Chamorro women. Her

book focused on the roles women played in keeping the historical Catholic Church alive

in Guam to protect their cultural identity. A woman Souder (1992) interviewed in her

study stated that:

Chamorro men very often tip their hats and take the bows, but it's always the

women that do the organizing. They are fantastic organizers. Civic minded, very

community minded.... I don't feel that there are women anywhere in the United

States or in the world that take this kind of pride as do Chamorro women (p.

214).


