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This study aimed to argue a possibility of language change that seemed to be taking place at the prosody
level in regional dialects of Japanese by investigating variation of FO movement in multiple accentual
phrase (MAP). The results showed that (1) the younger generation in Sapporo and Fukuoka used narrower
FO range than the older counter part, (2) gender seemed the key factor for this variation in Kagoshima, and
(3) stylistic difference was not statistically confirmed.
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