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Geology of the Limestone Caves of Okierabu-jima,
Kagoshima Prefecture

—Especially on the Geology of Shoryido Cave—
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Summary

Some large limestone caves are distributed in the Rytkya Limestone formation
in the Okierabu-jima, Kagoshima Prefecture. In this paper the geology of Shoryado
cave which is a most typical limestone cave in the investigated area is described.

The results obtained are as follows:

(1) The Syoryudo cave composed mainly of limestone, conglomerates and
sandstones, and there are not distributed remarkable fault, joint and brecciated
zone in the cave.

(2) It is almost without doubt that the pebbles, cobbles and boulders in the
conglomerates had come from the Schalstein beds of Pre-Tertiary system which
is distributed around the Oyama.

(3) It is indicated that the age of human bone in the cave is 1090~1950
A. D. by radiocarbon measurment.

(4) It seems that the formation of the cave is closely concerned with the
distribution of the conglomerate bed.



