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Networks and Organisations Promoting
Industrialisation on Small Islands

Hajime OSHIRO**

University of the Ryukyus

Islands having limited land capacity and isolated from the mainland are often involved in
a ‘vicious circle of smallness’. With low levels of economic potentiality, these islands face in-
creased economic and social gaps with the mainland and various socio-economic problems such
as depopulation.

Because of geographical limitations, islands cannot count on large-scale industries for their
development. They must establish a core organization or a general promotional organisation that
can provide information, promote commerce and encourage interchange. This ‘Centre for
Islands Promotion’ should be placed at the core of islands’ industrial development programmes.
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