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Population Movements and “Power of Place”

Yasuhiro Tajmva*

Kagoshima University

This paper invokes the “power of place” to explain population movements in Amami
District, Kagoshima Prefecture. The Symposium organizers pointed out two distinct elements in
the concept of “power of place”. These are the power of concentration on one hand, and the
power of dispersion on the other. I shall discuss the power of concentrationin the first half of
my paper, and the power of dispersion in the second half, using my own investigation data on
population movements among Amami people.

I use the “power of concentration” to explain population movement from the rural area of
Amami Islands to the central district of Naze City, and I stress the role of the voluntary associa-
tions which were established by these immigrants living in Naze City. [ also explain “comple-
mentarily” two kinds of return migration--firstly of retired people who were borm in Okinoerabu
Island but had emigrated to big cities such as Tokyo and Osaka; and secondly of descendants of
Japanese emigrants to Brazil.

To illustrate the “power of dispersion” my research focussed mainly on people in Onotsu
Village, Kikai Island, who emigrated first to Osaka and then, often, to Tokyo or even to the
U.S.A. T also note those emigrants who left Uken Son in Amami Oshima for Brazil, mainly be-
fore the Second World War.

I found three factors or motive forces underlying dispersion power. The first factor is indi-
vidual persons’ effort to re-establish their lives in the process of emigration and take up an urban
life style. The second factor is the concentrating power of voluntary associations. The third is the
existence of “successors” who, having migrated in earlier times, can take care of new immigrants
in big cities.

*E-mail address: tajima@edu.kagoshima-u.ac.jp
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