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SIGNIFICANCE OF INDIGENOUS DOMESTIC OR FERAL
ANIMALS IN THE TOKARA ISLANDS, KAGOSHIMA
PREFECTURE - A SURVEY ON THE POPULATION
OF KUCHINOSHIMA FERAL CATTLE AND THEIR

HABITAT FOR CONSERVATION

Yoshitaka NAKANISHI, Daisuke FUJHASHI

and Masaharu MANDA
O
Abstract

O 0OA survey was conducted to investigate the population and group size of Kuchinoshima
feral cattle and their environment in 2001 from the viewpoint of the conservation of rare
and endangered animal genetic resources. A total of 32 cattle including adults, the young
and suckling calves were found in the southeastern area of the island between August
and November, 2001. There were 13 cattle with 4 types of coat color, i.e. black, black
and white, brown, and brown and white in August, whereas there was no brown animals
in November. The cattle formed 5 groups at least comprising 3-12 individuals. All the
ticks collected by dragging a flannel cloth (0.7x 1 m) on the pasture were identified as
unfed larvae of Haemaphysalis flava in August, while Haemaphysalis flava and
Haemaphysalis longicornis were amost equaly found in November. In addition, the
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tick population in August was larger than that in November. Two watering places besides
the one at Seramma hot spring were found in the habitat.

OO In conclusion, the number of Kuchinoshima feral cattle has been decreased since
1999, which may be influenced by a scarcity of watering places, a decrease in the amount
of herbage available caused by extension of a paved road and/or infection of external
and interna parasites.

Key words: Animal genetic resources, Habitat, Indigenous domestic animals,
0000 O O Kuchinoshima feral cattle, Ticks
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