Preface

The Gulf of Thailand although relatively shallow with an average depth of 50 m, con-
sists of a vast expanse of the Southeast Asian seas with approximately 350,000 km?. During
the last ice age in the Pleistocene, about 12,000 years ago, sea levels have been estimated
as being about 100—-150 m lower than at present, and the current Gulf of Thailand was then
a part of Sundaland. This suggests that fishes currently occurring in the Gulf of Thailand
have only relatively recently settled themselves in the Gulf from outside Sundaland. This
have also led ichthyologists to hypothesize that no endemic and no unique fishes are dis-
tributed in the Gulf of Thailand. Hence, no comprehensive ichthyofaunal survey on the
basis of voucher specimens in the Gulf has ever been carried out.

This shallow sea is important for Thailand’s fisheries industry, with huge amounts of
fishes caught from the Gulf on a daily basis. In terms of the Gulf’s fisheries sustainability,
it is important to know and record the fish diversity in order to protect the marine ecosys-
tem and conserve the fisheries resources. During the International Training Program of
the Japan Society for Promotion of Science, Tokyo (ITP of JSPS), two graduate students
of Kagoshima University, Mr. Mizuki Matsunuma and Mr. Tomohiro Yoshida, and myself
were provided with the opportunity to survey marine and estuarine fishes along the coast
of northern Gulf of Thailand at the Kasetsart University for a total period of more than six
months.

As a first step in understanding the fish diversity in the Gulf, this book provides color
photographs of 372 commercial fish species belonging to 109 families collected from the
Gulf of Thailand. Descriptions of morphology, coloration, size, and distribution are given
for each species account. Editors and authors of this book hope that local fishermen, ma-
rine biologists, administrative officials, and lay people would find this book useful in help-
ing to identify fishes up to species level.

Field surveys were mainly supported by ITP of JSPS. Collection building of specimens
from the Gulf of Thailand was financially supported by Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Re-
search (B, 24370041 and C, 23580259) from JSPS, a Grant-in-Aid for Young Scientists
(B, 19770067) from the Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, Tokyo, JSPS
Asian Core Program —Establishment of Research and Education Network on Coastal Ma-
rine Science in Southeast Asia, and the Coastal Area Capability Enhancement in Southeast
Asia Project of the Research Institute for Humanity and Nature, Kyoto. Funds to publish
this book were provided through grants from the National Museum of Nature and Science,
Tsukuba, the Research Institute for Humanity and Nature, Kyoto, and the Kagoshima Uni-
versity Museum, Kagoshima.
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