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Medical Field : Summary

NobA  Shinichi
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In the medical field, four researches were carried out in the project.

The first subject is a research of the medical anthropology field (Miyazono). The folk medical
system of the Yoron Island was analyzed by interviewing from the senior citizen. The definition of the
folk medical system is social-cultural system of the original knowledge and the practice concerning
sick treatment and health maintenance in area at folk and home remedy. Moreover, research
mnvestigations into the actual condition of modern medicine system, that is, medical facilities, access,
information systems, medical emergency systems and telemedicine systems, etc. were also carried out
in Yoron Island.

The second subject is a research of hygiene field (Aoyama). To clarify the problems of health in the
agricultural workers, and to provide the strategy of the improvement of quality of life and the health
promotion, the survey of the current living conditions of the agricultural workers was carried out.
From the results, it was assumed that the quality of life was raised by the improvement of subjective
health status, when the agricultural workers understood the condition of physical health, and reviewed
own lifestyle. The importance of prevention is widely-recognized in lifestyle related diseases closely
associated with quality of life. Taking an interest in own health is the best strategy to prevent them.

The third subject is a research of public health field (Noda). The rodent lungworm, Angiostongylus
cantonensis, cases eosinophilic meningitis in human. The parasite is widely distributed, and human
acquires the infection by ingesting the tissue of infected mollusks. The survey of 4. cantonensis in
rodents was performed in Yoron Island. A. cantonensis were found out from rodents captured near
residential area. Infection probably occurs by ingestion of poorly washed vegetable containing small
mollusks. The result suggested the possibility of occurrence of human infection case in Yoron Island.

The fourth subject is a research of legal medicine (Ago). The distribution of diatoms in Yoron
Island was investigated as a model study to evaluate the application of diatom testing for the diagnosis
of death by drowning of islands located in the open sea. The numbers of diatom varied owing to the
difference of location, the distance from shore, the depth of sea and the tide. These results suggested
that analysis of the putative drowning medium is essential for an accurate diatom test for drowning in
islands like Yoron Island located in the open sea. These data will contribute to the practical diagnosis
of death by drowning.



