Welcome Address

YosHIDA Hiroki
President, Kagoshima University

Welcome and thank you very much for your participation. It is my great pleasure to
welcome you on behalf of Kagoshima University.

Kagoshima University is one of the largest universities in Japan, comprised of eight
faculties, two on humanities and six on science, and nine graduate schools with approximately
10,000 undergraduate and 2,000 graduate students enrolled. Furthermore, 13 centers and
museum on research and education such as the Research Center for the Pacific Islands are part
of the university.

The Kagoshima University is located in Kagoshima prefecture, the southern most of the
main islands, where the climate changes from subtropical to temperate. The prefecture stretches
600 km from latitude 27° north to latitude 31° north, and the islands strewn to Okinawa, Taiwan,
the South East Asia and the Pacific Islands. The university has been maintaining research and
education for the region including Kagoshima, South East Asia and the Pacific Islands. Newly
established Sub-division of ‘Shochu (local liquor made from sweet potatoes) Science and
Technology’ in the Faculty of Agriculture is in such line of studies and education of the
university.

The Research Center for the Pacific Islands (former Research Center for the South Pacific)
was established under these circumstances in 1981. Since then, its research activities have been
focused on the region, from Kagoshima to the Pacific Islands with the focus on interdisciplinary
and comprehensive studies. Studies on the Pacific Islands regions as well as ones on
surrounding regions are very unique.

This symposium is trying to understand the phenomena of so called ‘global warming’ and
‘globalization’, and to suggest some solutions for them. There is a lot of news which might
relate to the global warming; over production of winter vegetables, no snow on ski slopes, full-
flowering cherry blossoms in January in Washington, etc. Warning signs clearly presents the
global nature of climate changes. We need to look more seriously on the matter considering
global-scale environmental problems.

I would like to conclude my welcome address by wishing for the fruitful discussions in the
symposium and would like to encourage all the participants to deepen the understanding of the
phenomena and to contribute by giving the solutions for them.
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Symposium Introduction
HiDAKA Tetsushi (Kagoshima University)

Global average temperature of the Earth’s near-surface has risen about 0.5°C in the past
century and the phenomenon has accelerated during the past two decades. There is stronger
evidence that most of the warming observed over the last half century is attributable to human
activities. Since the Industrial Revolution, excessive usage of fossil fuels such as coal and
petroleum, and deforestation of the Earth have caused the concentrations of heat trapping gases
such as carbon dioxide (CO,) and methane (CH.) to increase significantly in the Earth’s
atmosphere. These gases prevent heat from escaping to outer space, just like the glass ceiling of
a greenhouse. According to the model released yesterday (Feb. 2, 2007) by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the average temperature of the Earth’s
surface may increase from 1.8 to 4.0°C in 100 years.

An increase of global temperature could in turn cause other unfavorable events for life on
the Earth including sea level rise and changes of climate. These changes might induce extreme
flood, drought and typhoons, which cause loss of lands, lower agricultural yields, extinctions of
species and spread of diseases such as malaria and dengue fever. Some changes on the natural
environment are already occurring. Observed changes include blooming earlier, glacier retreat,
sea level rise, shortening freezing period of rivers and lakes and extreme weather events such as
increased intensity and frequency of typhoons and tornados.

Although the Pacific island countries have almost nothing to do for causing the global
warming, they are subjected at first and severely to the impacts by them. In addition, the
economic globalization might exacerbate natural resource depletion and depreciate Pacific
island environments.

Even though scientific uncertainties for the degree of climate change in future remain,
people are trying to understand the phenomena and to find the ways to reduce future global
warming, or at least to deal with expected changes.

In the symposium, we are focusing on people’s life and environment from the view point of
the climate changes and globalization.

The organizers of the symposium cordially welcome everyone to share the experiences and
build up the network to understand the phenomena and propose solutions for them.
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