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The Front Line of International Co-operation
in the Pacific Islands

- The Experience of a Kagoshima University Graduate

HAMADA Shinichi

the former Resident Representative of JICA Micronesia Office

1. Self-introduction

I was born in Kagoshima, and graduated from Kagoshima University, Faculty
of Agriculture, Forestry Department. For the last 3 years until the end of June, I
was in the Federated of Micronesia as Resident Representative of JICA Micronesia
Office. And now I am working for a private company, Medisun, located in Fukushima
prefecture.

2. Road to International Co-operation

In 1977, T was dispatched to Kenya as a JOCV Volunteer. This voluntary activity
was my starting point for International co-operation. After Kenya, I found employment
with JICA.

3. International Corporation is Not So Safety

I worked for JICA for 30 years, and served in Malaysia, Solomon Islands and
FSM as a JICA staff member. But altogether my work took me to all more than 40
countries including stop-overs. Generally speaking, International Co-operation is a
safe job, but in fact there are lot of dangers. The reasons why I say it is so dangerous
are the political and economic situations of developing countries. In June 2000, I
experienced a coup d'etat in Solomon Islands.

4. Human Resource is the Most Important for International Corporation

All jobs must be done by human beings. All people engaged in international co-
operation activities have to be humble and faithful. The key is very simple: that is,
“For the people and for the nation of developing countries.” I always say that JOCV
volunteers must be cheerful, healthy and happy. If the people engaged in international
co-operation activities is not like JOCV volunteers, their results and achievements are
not so high.

5. Kagoshima University Graduates in FSM

FSM is a country of small islands, but there are three Kagoshima University
graduates. It's so great. Mr. SAKONJU Koichi is R.R of the Overseas Fishery
Cooperation Foundation of Japan (OFCF), and Professor ITO is the pearl project
manager of COM landgrant project. They graduated from the Faculty of Fisheries.
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6. My Point of View

The Pacific is too wide. Pacific countries are very many and very diverse.
Therefore, we can't consider them all the same. Each country has its own culture and
life-style. We should respect these countries and their people.





