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Traditional Fishing Technique in Kagoshima Prefecture—I

Spearing Spanish Mackerel

Gunzo Kawamura*, Kotoichi TAkaHAsHI** and Makoto KAKIMOTO*

Abstract

Spearing spanish mackerel, one of the traditional fishing technique in Japan, is very inter-
esting from the view point of fishing technology because of its primitive but highly developed
luring fish technique. In spearing spanish mackerel, relatively large lure and luring model fish
with same size as the spanish mackerel are used to attract fish up to sea surface at the spearing
position. Spanish mackerel is attracted by these luring gears, and its behaviour toward them
varies depending on the size, movement and moving speed of the luring gear. Though spanish
mackerel attracted actively tries to feed on a lure, it comes near the luring model fish which
made of wood or cloth and stays around it recognizing the model fish as a schooling companion.
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Fig. 1. Luring gears. a and b, wooden lures, light reflecting plates are attached on both side of

the a-lure; ¢ and d, luring model fish, ¢ is made of cloth bag and d is wooden.
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Fig. 2. Showing the attracting fish by a wooden luring model fish floating in front of a boat. and
the state just before the spearing spanish mackerel attracted.
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