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Occurrence of the Gulper-Eel, Eurypharynx pelecanoides
(VAILLANT) off Tosa, Japan.

Sadahiko IMA1

Abstract

On July 10, 1961, on the test working of the new deep-sea trawling device of Kago-
shima maru, the training ship attached to Kagoshima University, a specimen of the
Gulper-Eel was caught by the midwater larval net with 4,000 m-long cable. The sta-
tion was off Tosa, 85 miles south of Ashizuri Misaki, at 31°22’ N., 133°09’ E

The present specimen is a female, 475 mm long with the caudal torn off at tip.
Although the specimen is considerably damaged, it should probably be identified with
Eurypharynx pelecanoides (VAILLANT), as it agrees in the main characteristics of the
species given by BrrTiN (1934). The measurements and counts of the specimen are
tabulated (Table 1).

The present specimen may likely represent the first record of the Gulper-Eel from
adjacent water of Japan, and its northernmost occurence of western Pacific.
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Table 1. Measurements and counts of Eurypharynx pelecanoides (VAILLANT)
obtained off Tosa, Japan, with the data of the specimen taken
from Selebes Sea after Berrin (1934).

637/ N. 122°24’ E.

31°22’ N. 13309’ E.

Station: Off Tosa, Japan Selebes Sea
Date: VI 10, 1961 VII 2, 1929
Length of wire: 4,000m 3,000m
Total length: 475 4+ mm 600 mm
Depth of body at the base of pectoral: — 32
Depth of body at the origin of anal: 23.5 19.5
Breadth of head: 16.0 16.5
Diameter of orbit: 3.8 4.0
Interocular distance: 12.0 9.5
Length of snout: 4.5 4.5
Length of hyomandibular: 43 41
Length of quadrate: 72 77
Length of upper jaw: 117 120
Length of gill opening: 8.5 5
Length of pectoral: 3.8 —
Predorsal length: 94 87
Preanal length: 202 206
Number of myotome : 95-- —
Number of dorsal fin-ray: 1624 192
Number of dorsal fin-ray preceding anal: 38 32
Number of anal fin-ray: 108-- 135

Number of pectoral fin-ray: 14 o
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