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Patterns of variation in plant community
species richness have been correlated with a
variety of environmental gradients, as well
as to historical biogeography, but causes of
the variation remain unknown. The case is
made that long term predictability and
short term equability of the rainfall regime,
in the presence of influences which maximize
the diversity of conditions within the soil
surface and the subcanopy of a rain forest
community, create the conditions most
favorable for species richness among terre-
strial plants within one biogeographical
region.
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The Southeast Asian Studies at the
University of Hawaii

An overview of the Southeast Asian
studies program at the University of
Hawaii, noted for its breadth and depth, is
discussed under the following headings:
faculty, course offerings, language program,
degree programs, library resources, publi-
cations, outreach program, and the East-
West Center.

The number of Southeast Asian specia-
lists in Hawaii is considered the largest
in the U. S. Thirty faculty members teach
85 courses with 75 to 100 percent Southeast

Asia content and 23 other faculty members



teach 82 courses that are 25 to 75 percent
Southeast Asia related. Six Southeast Asian
languages, Burmese, Ilokano, Indonesian,
Tagalog, Thai and Vietnamese, are offered
regularly at up to four levels.

A student may study Southeast Asia as
an undergraduate or as a graduate student
and study in a multidisciplinary degree
program in Asian Studies or work on a
specific discipline. In 1986,787, 19 masters
and 9 doctoral degrees were conferred.

The Asia Collection is probably the
only academic research library in the
U.S. that includes all of Asia under one
administrative head. The collection consists
of some 536,000 volumes, 9,500 serials
and 115 newspapers and the Southeast
Asia collection contains an estimated
73,500 volumes and 6,600 serial titles(4,350
currently received).

The University of Hawaii Press specializes
on Asia and the Pacific and publishes
extensively on the area. The Southeast Asia
Papers are published by the Center for
Southeast Asian Studies and the Philippine
Studies Working Papers and the Philippine
Studies Newsletter are published by the
Center for Philippine Studies.

The outreach or community service

activities are presented through public-

lectures, workshops and cultural pre-
formances to the general community of
Hawaii.

Adding dimension to the program is the
East-West Center where resident research
staff, invited international research fellows,
graduate students from Asia and the U.S.
work on research topics important to the
Asia/Pacific regin.

The rich resources of expertise, programs
and research materials, make the University
of Hawaii an ideal and exciting place to
study and conduct research on Southeast

Asia.
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