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Asia and Oceania

For the past 200 years the main external
relations of the peoples of Oceania have been
with Europe and north America. For several
decades this has been changing due to a grow-
ing proportion of interaction with Asia in
trade, investment, aid, political interaction
and a range of other activities. The legacy of
English language (and for some French or
Spanish), Christian religion, and many ele-
ments of Euro-American culture mean that
there is inadequate awareness in either the
Pacific Islands or Asia of the other. Nor is
there adequate preparation for the fact that
interactions with Asia will be the dominant
external contacts for Oceania in the 21st cen-
tury. It is therefor in the interest of all con-
cerned that the relationships be better under-
stood.

For several decades I have advocated that
more Pacific Islands students study in those
nations of Asia which are of most signifi-
cance to Oceania, in order to acquire language
and an understanding of the social, political
and economic contexts, and to make personal

contacts. I have also advocated, with little
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result, more emphasis on Asia in Pacific Is-
lands curricula in schools and universities,
and in research, publication and media. With
the Pacific Islands being so small in popula-
tion and economic power, it is also important
for them to enhance awareness of Oceania in
Asia.

Japan interacts with the Pacific Islands, on
most criteria, on a much the largest scale of
any Asian nation. And within Japan, only the
University of Kagoshima has a Research Cen-
ter for the South Pacific. It was therefor a
wonderful opportunity to be invited to the
Center to begin work on a book on ASIA AND
THE PACIFIC ISLANDS. In the course of re-
search at the Center I also visited several
other parts of Japan, presented some lectures
and seminars, edited some papers for col-
leagues in Japan and abroad (including two
Ph.D. students I supervise in the South Pa-

cific), and was able to assist some Japanese
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students and academics who study in or about
the Pacific Islands. The experience should also
enable me on my return to the South Pacific,
to facilitate interaction by South Pacific aca-
demics, students and media personnel with
Japan and its neighbors.

The Kagoshima University Research Center
for the South Pacific plays a vital role in pro-

moting academic awareness of the South

Pacific within Japan (and within Asia more
broadly, for its publications are widely read),
and in widening research opportunities and
horizons for South Pacific people. It is under-
stood that the Research Center completes its
ten-year funding contract early in 1998. It is
very important for the interests of both
Japan and the South Pacific that the contract

be renewed and the activities expanded.
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Japan and Oceania: Possible and Probable
Relations in the 21st Century
[BAREA 77 : 21142 DEIE]

Ron Crocombe (FiEMfEEMEE)

The past 100 years are a significant factor
shaping the next 100- or at least the next gen-
eration. But they are far from the only fac-
tor. How the potentials are handled depends
to a large extent on the actions of people
today.

From the late 1800s Japan’s technology,
economy, education and population expanded.
As with all peoples, this generates territorial
expansion. Workers move in search of better
pay and prospects, businessmen for commer-
cial opportunity, governments to expand
their power and influence. All three moved
into the Pacific Islands, in competition with
several economically and politically success-
ful countries of northwest Europe (and their
derivatives) which began the same process a

little earlier in competition with each other.
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Of the potentials for the future, [ will con-
centrate on several of many. First is the need
for young people of both regions to mix in
climates of positive mutual growth. This is
happening in several fields (eg. formal educa-
tional exchanges, worker exchanges of the
kind long established with Australia and New
Zealand but not yet with the islands nations,
creative and mutually beneficial commercial
investments), but the potential is vastly
greater than has yet been achieved.

Positive elements in the relationship in-
clude Japan’s success (all humans are im-
pressed by success) with consequent high in-
come, high technology, high standards of
education, health and social services, and
growing awareness of it being in its own in-
terest to know its neighors better. Another
positive potential is Japan’s strong desire for
support in the United Nations and other in-
ternational forums (there are 10 UN General
Assembly votes in the South Pacific Forum,
and 16 votes in many of the international
agencies such as WHO and UNESCO). Nega-
tive elements include the difficulty of learn-
ing another language and culture, the high
money cost of interaction with Japan, some
restrictive aspects of government and society
at both ends, and the legacy of World War II.
All can be ameliorated.

The main emphasis of the talk is on how
the positive elements can be optimized and
the negative minimized to the mutual benefit
of both Japan and Oceania in the coming gen-

eration.
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NAKANO and Nobufumi
MIYAUCHI: Changes in Physical and Chemi-

cal Properties of Surface Soil in a Swidden

Kazutaka

and Subsequent Fallow in a Northwestern Re-
gion of Malaita Island, Solomon Islands

Akio HATTA: Pyrgo rasheedi, n. sp.
(Foraminifera)

Hiromitsu IWAMOTO: Japanese Southward
Expansion in the South Seas and its Rela-
tions with Japanese Settlers in Papua and
New Guinea, 1919-1940
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Diep Dinh HOA: Dynamics of Yao Genealogy
(A Case Study of a Yen Stream Village)

BAFAREI74E 2 (1997)

Ding YANG, Chi-kun YANG and Akira
NAGATOMI: The Rhagionidae of China
(Diptera)

Yoshiko KAKINUMA, Junzo TSUKAHARA
and Syozo HAYASAKA: Nautilus Behavior
in Aquaria

Hiroshi MIYAKE, Kenji IWAO and Yoshiko
KAKINUMA: Life History and Environ-
ment of Aurelia aurita

Tie-Jun LI and Motoo KITANO: Oriental
Kimura’s Disease and its Relation to
Angiolymphoid Hyperplasia with
Eosinophilia (ALHE)

Hiromitsu IWAMOTO: The Pacific War in
relation to Japanese Settlers in Papua and

New Guinea

Occasional Papers No. 30 (1996)

The Progress Report of the 1995 Survey of the
Research Project, “Man and the Environ-
ment in Micronesia” (ed. Toru AOYAMA)
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Part 1. Appropriate Agricultural Develop-

ment in Relation to the Terrestrial Environ-

ment

Kazutaka NAKANO: A Note on Taro Culti-
vation in Belau

Michio  ONJO, Mitsuru HAYASHI,
Kanetosi KUSIGEMATI and Meresbang
NGIRALMAU: Changing Aspects of Agri-
culture Production in Palau

Michio ONJO, Nobufumi MIYAUCHI,
Takako KITAGAK], Kanetosi
KUSIGEMATI and Mitsuru HAYASHI: A
Preliminary Report on the Soils of the Is-
lands of Palau

Kanetosi KUSIGEMATI, Seiki YAMANE,
Demei O. OTOBED, Kammen M. TAKTAI

ADELBAI: Notes on

Eumenidae, Vespidea, Scoliidae, Sphecidae,

and Haruo

Euchalidae, Calchididae and Icheumonidae
of Palau Islands (Insecta, Hymenopetera)
Shuichi IKUDOME and Kanetosi
KUSIGEMATI: Notes on Some Bees from
the Palau Island (Hymenoptera, Apoidea)

Haruo TAKIZAWA and Kanetosi
KUSIGEMATI: Notes on Chrysomelidae of
Palau Islands (Insecta, Coleoptera)

Kenji OHARA and Kanetosi KUSIGEMATI:
Syrphidae of Palau Islands (Insecta,
Diptera)
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Hirofumi YAMANOUCHI and Ken-ichi
MATSUMURA:

Mineralization and



Volcanism in Babeldaob Island, Belau

Part 2. Development of Marine Biological Re-

sources and Conservation of the Marine Envi-
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Ciguatera and its Causative Organism Dis-
tribution in Palau

Hideo OHBA: The Benthic Marine Flora of
the Palau Islands (Weci): New Records,
Missing Records and Implications for
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Palau, Okinawa and Kagoshima

Akio HATTA, Kiyoshi SHIMADA, Masaki
UCHIYAMA, Keisuke  YOSHINAGA,
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Meridional Hydrographic Sections and
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the West Pacific Ocean in 1995

Johann HOHENEGGER: Remarks on the
Distribution of Larger Foraminifera (Pro-

tozoa) from Belau (Western Carolines)
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Jun TAKEDA and Kempis MAD: Traditional
Palauan Lunar Calendar and the Fishing-
Gleaning Activities on Reef Flats and/or in
Lagoons in the Western Caroline Islands,
Micronesia

Tatsuro MATSUOKA, Munetoshi MIYAKE,
Akio INOUE and Katsumi KIRA: Gillnet
Selectivity for Multi-Species Coastal Fish-
eries in Palau

Part 3. Development of the System of Ad-

ministration and its Relationship to Cultural

Autonomy

Toru AOYAMA: Annotated Inventory of a
Collection of Palauan Legends in the Belau
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Yasuhiro TAJIMA : Japanese Immigration to
Palau after the World War 1l
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Economic Development and Self-Reliance
of the Republic of Palau
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The Oceanographic Conditions in the Sec-
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Islands in 1995
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