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“And We Remain, Suffering”
—RICEONICI DORT T OYESE—

Rubinstein, Donald H.
(BRSXFZEBEHREIY—)
The War in the Pacific spawned a vast
historiography among its American. European. and
Asian protagonists. but until recently, the historical
accounts of Pacific Islanders caught up in the war
have been largely invisible to outsider scholars.
This presentation described one example of an
Islander history of the war years. in the form of a
long epic song. composed and choreographed as a
dance performance, from Fais Island in the Yap

Outer Islands of western Micronesia.

The song is significant for recording a view of
the war from the highly local perspective of Fais
Island people. In addition to providing a historical
account. the song dramatizes the sense of shock and
suffering among the Islanders. and captures some
of the complex mixture of protest. anger. and
humor that marked [slanders’ emotional reactions
to events of the war. The song also epitomizes the
verbal artistry and poctic structure of this genre of
creative expression.

Early in the Japanese era. commercial-grade
deposits of calcium phosphate were discovered on
Fais. Mining and removal of the deposits began in
August 1937, as Japan began stockpiling strategic
minerals in preparation for war. Within the next
few years, nearly 50 percent of the land was
destroyed by strip-mining, beginning with the
deepest and most fertile area of garden land on Fais.
The events leading up to and surrounding the
outbreak of war were the most tumultuous and
terrifying time in Fais Islanders’ remembered
history. The Japanese occupation and destruction of

the land. and the subsequent American bombing
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and invasion of the island, shattered the Fais
people’s ancient trust, held since mythological
times, that the island provided them a safe refuge
from the outside world.

The Fais song is named “Waayel” meaning
“Airplane,” which is a central image of the song,
symbolizing modern technology and the threatening
incursion of the outside world upon the island. The
song weaves together two central themes: the
aboriginal security and protective isolation of the
island on the one hand, and on the other, the shock
and suffering brought about by the war’s breaching
of this security. In its entirety, the song runs about
550 lines. divided into about 30 sections or stanzas,
and each stanza describes a different episode of the
Fais war experiences.

The song portrays the Islanders as innocent
victims of a set of disastrous events set in motion
from far away. Tempering this posture of angry
protest and victimization is an underlying tone of
humor. humanism, and innate optimism. The humor
in the song is directed both at the Islanders
themselves and at the outsiders who caused their
suffering. Nowadays this song continues be
performed in dances on Fais, although only a few
islanders are still alive who witnessed the war.
Younger generations of Fais Islanders continue to
learn the words and movements of the song, while
knowing only the haziest details of the actual
wartime events behind the song. The song retains
its significance as a superlative example of
Micronesian verbal art and humor, that transforms
suffering into celebration, while reminding future
generations of Fais Islanders of their shared history

and endurance as a community.
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The Micronesian Studies Program at the University
of Guam was established in 1994. and is the only
area studies program in the United States devoted
to Micronesia. including the US Territory of Guam,
the US Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands, the three independent nations in free
association with the US—the Republic of Palau, the
Federated States of Micronesia, and the Republic of
the Marshall Islands—and the two independent
nations of Nauru and Kiribati. The Micronesian
Studies Program awards the Master’'s Degree to
students who have successfully completed the
required program of studies, which includes 33
credit  hours of course work, a written
comprehensive examination on the course work, a
written thesis based upon original fieldwork or
archival research, and an oral defense of the thesis.
Students must also demonstrate an adequate
command of a language other than English relevant
to Micronesian Studies. Although still fairly new,
the Micronesian Studies Program has already
produced a strong cohort of students, and several of
them have gone on to doctoral studies at prestigious
universities in the United States. Europe and
Australia. While most of the students are from
Guam and other Micronesian islands. the program
also has included mainland American. European.
and Japanese graduate students. University of
Guam faculty members affiliated with the
Micronesian Studies Program represent diverse
academic  disciplines. including anthropology.
education, geography, history. library science,

philosophy, political science, psychology. public

health. and sociology. Students interested in
information on the Micronesian Studies Program at
the University of Guam should contact the Dean of
Graduate School and Research, University of Guam,
Mangilao, Guam 96913 USA, or visit the
program’s webpage at the University of Guam’s
website

http://www.uog.edu/graduate/MA-MICRO.htm

Navigator’s weather amulet (hoselifay)
from Woleai Atoll, Yap State

- These double-sided figures, sometimes containing
both male and female aspects as this one. are used
by navigators as both protection from dangers at
sea and sorcery on shore. Carved from wood and
adorned with 4 stingray spines and coconut palm
fronds. with attached bundle of mineral dye for
ritually  annointing  the

figure  during use.

Approximately 30 cm. in height. -
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Nobio HIGO: Study on the Pine Reef - I Chronological Changes in  Configuration and Fish
Aggregation

Yasuhiro TAJIMA: Dabach, New Settlement, Constructed for Outer Islanders of Yap in
Micronesia

Motoo KITANO, Masato HIRANO, Makoto YAHATA, Eri UMEMURA, Aichi YOSHIDA,
Shosaku HATTORI, Naoko UEDA, Daisuke TSURU, Motonori OHNO: Muscle
Necrosis and Regeneration with Lack of Marked Hemorrhage Induced in the Rat
After Envenomation of Trimeresurus flavoviridis Venom and its Components,

Phospholipase A2 [sozymes
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