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Culture and cultural
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identities in
contemporary island societies

Philip Hayward

(Macquarie University)

In the late 20th and early 21st Centuries island

cultures have been affected in various ways by the

spread of global (and inter-local) economies and

media operations. The global nature of this

phenomenon marks it out from preceding local

incidents of change occasioned by external and

internal factors.

Drawing on the speaker's research in the

Whitsunday archipelago (off mid-north coast
Queensland, Australia), south eastern Pacific
islands such as Lord Howe and Norfolk; New
Britain and Mioko island (Papua New Guinea),
Ogasawara and Pitcairn Island, the presentation will
examine aspects of the relationship between natural
and cultural heritages in Small Island Cultures.

Discussion will identify the simultaneously
fragile and tenacious nature of island cultures and
how this balance affects cultural survival and
mobility. The paper will go on to develop assertions
based on a reading of Jared Diamond's 2005 book
Collapse: How Societies chose to fail or succeed.
After identifying the relevance of Diamond's work
to small island cultures, the paper will propose a set
of related factors to explain and typify the
development and re-stabilisation of small
island cultures during periods of change. An
understanding of the role of periods of cultural
turbulence will be proposed, with particular regard
to migration patterns across islands. Discussion of
various facets of migration to island communities
will focus on the nature of change occasioned by
new settlers.

Following on this discussion, the paper will then
address parallels between ecology and Green
politics in understanding culture. Drawing on the
work of geographers such as Eric Carter and his
approaches to “biocultural geography” the paper
will explore this notion and its complexities.
Through a brief critique, the paper will propose an
agenda for engaged and supportive island research
with regard to the founding principles of SICRI (as
identified at

[2005]).

www.sicri.org and in Hayward

In conclusion , the paper will address the role that



imagination plays in societies and the manner in
which heritage forms can be understood to embody

social imagination.
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Environmental Quality and Ecenomic
Growth: The Case of Pacific Island
Countries

20064F 9 A 258

John Asafu—Adjaye
(ZEEMRt5—)
Does environmental quality improve as a country
develops? This question has been the source of
intense debate since Grossman and Kruegers
landmark paper in 1991 on the environmental
impacts of the North American Free Trade
Agreement. In that study, the authors concluded
that there is an inverted U-shaped relationship
between pollution levels and income. That is, there
is an increasing level of pollution for people living
in lower income countries. However, as incomes
rise, pollution levels decline. This phenomenon has
now come to be known as the environmental
Kuznets curve (EKC) after the nobel prize winner
Simon Kuznets who proposed a similar relationship
between income inequality and income level in
1955. The existence (or non-existence) of an EKC
has significant policy implications. For example, if
it is true, it provides justification for the view that
poliution is a necessary evil for countries at an early
stage of development and that economic growth is
the key to solving environmental problems.
Although the EKC debate has generated a

considerable number of empirical studies, none so
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far have specifically considered the case of the
Pacific Island countries (PICs). At this seminar, the
speaker will present the results of his research on
the relationship between environmental quality and
economic growth, with specific attention to the
PICs. It will be argued that the PICs are diverse in
terms of land area, population, resources,
ecosystems and levels of economic development.
Therefore, the results of studies conducted
elsewhere may not be applicable to these countries.
Following presentation and discussion of the
results, the policy implications for improving

environmental quality in the PICs will be addressed.
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My Experience in Kagoshima
John Asafu—Adjaye
Before I begin, I think it would be appropriate to
give a little background about myself. I was born in
Ghana and had my high school and university
education in Ghana. I then left Ghana to do my
master's and PhD degrees overseas. I have taught in
Jamaica (University of the West Indies), Canada
(University of Alberta), and Papua New Guinea
(University of Papua New Guinea). I am currently
teaching and conducting research at the University
of Queensland in Brisbane, Australia. I am married
with two children who have Ghanaian, Canadian
and Australian nationalities.
I found out about the research program at the
Kagoshima University Research Center for the

Pacific Islands (RCPI) through my colleagues at

the University of the South Pacific, with whom I am
currently involved with a 3-year research project.
Since I also conduct research on the Pacific Islands,
I thought this would be a good opportunity to link
up fellow researchers in Japan. I was therefore
overjoyed when I received email from Kagoshima
University informing me that I had been selected as
the visiting foreign researcher. I arrived in
Kagoshima on July 5, 2006 to begin my three-
month research visit at the RCPI. I had previously
been to Tokyo on a three-day package tour. But this
was the first time I was going to stay in Japan for an
extended period. Therefore, I was looking forward
to my visit with great expectations. Aerial views of
Kagoshima as our aircraft came in to land were
spectacular. The drive from the airport to the city
also showed me some amazing mountain scenery
which was in sharp contrast to the concrete jungle
of Tokyo. I quickly discovered the friendliness and
helpfulness of the people of Kagoshima. On my
first day of reporting for work, I got lost trying to
get from my flat to the university, which is
supposed to be only a 10 minute walk. Even though
I did not speak a word of Japanese, there were many
people who were eager to help me get to my
destination. After using a lot of sign language, I
finally arrived at the university.

My work at Kagoshima went well. The major
objective of my research was to conduct an
into the relationships

empirical investigation

between environmental quality and economic

growth of Pacific Island economies, and to make



policy recommendations for the improvement of
environmental quality in the Pacific Island region.
The main finding of my study was that in the
majority of the countries, a higher level of
economic growth was associated with an
improvement in environmental quality. However, it
was concluded that economic growth by itself will
not solve environmental problems. In order for
environmental quality to improve in the Pacific
Island countries, there is an urgent need for policies
to control pollution. The results of the research were
presented at a seminar at RCPI on September 25,
2006. It has also been submitted for publication in
the journal, South Pacific Studies, published by
RCPIL

I also took the opportunity, during my visit, to
interact with Kagoshima university researchers and

students. I contributed to the teaching of the first

year course, Islands in the South Pacific No. 1:
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Islands and Sea. I had regular meetings and
discussions with the RCPI research staff conducting
field research in the village of Naikawanga in Fiji.
I also made a visit to the following institutions to
learn about their research activities and to exchange
ideas: Asian Productivity Organisation, National
Graduate School for Policy Studies, and Tokyo
Institute of Technology.

Overall, my visit to Kagoshima has been a
rewarding one. It was a unique opportunity to learn
about the Japanese culture and way of life. I learned
a few basic words of the Japanese language. More
importantly, I was able to sample the delicious
Japanese cuisine and master the use of the hashi. 1
have made many friendships which will last for a
lifetime. 1 would like to again express my gratitude
to Kagoshima University and the wonderful RCPI

staff for making my visit an enjoyable one.
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