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Mhehe"wﾉaqIか"〃α血"y"α""W)ﾉ〃碗i，

Gw/αd6e”tﾉachα"わ"o",e"wogio"oかな

Translatedto：

zﾙeo〃ﾉα”q/､”./hjhe応お姥α『わ"e，

Lα”Qfpoe応α”si"ge応,允加o"s脚e"Q/､""0W",．

Here,satranslationoftheopeninglinesoftheWelshnationalanthem・

CulturegoestotheverycoreofwhatmakesWalesunique･Itiswhatexpressesour

senseofourselves,ourvaluesandouraspirations･Itisnotanoptionalextra,nota

cherryonlhecake,butitisintegraltoeverythingwewanttoachieveasanationlt

isanaturalpartofourdailylives-ourlanguage,ourtalk,ourreading,ourgames

andpastimes,ourbeliefs,ourgatheringtogethe虹Itiswhatelevatesourlives-our

literature,ourmusic,oursongs,ourart,theatreandarchitecture･Itisallaroundus，

thetextureofourliving,theplaceWherepastandfUturemeet･

InWales,ourculture,theveryessenceofwhoweare,isexpressedthrough

theWelshlanguage．

WelshisaCelticlanguage，andhasinthepasthadwelloveramillion

speakers.'Ibdaytherearearound600,O00peoplewhonotethattheyspeakWelsh

Ofthepeoplewhoclaimthattheyaretotallyfluent,82％speakWelsheveryday・

Thereistherefbreagoodandhealthyrelationshipbetweenthelanguageandits

speakers・Thiscannotbesaidofallminoritylanguages・

Welshspeakingpeopleingeneralhaveaverypositiveattitudetowards



cultureandeducation,Thesearestrongstrandsthroughthehistolyofthelanguage・

LevelsofliteracyhavebeenhighamongstthespeakersofWelshfbralongtime，

andindeedwithinthestructureofWelshsocietyduringthepastfewcenturies，it

wasnotmoneythatdistinguishedbetweendifferentsocialgroupmgs,butculture

andleaming・

TheWelshlanguagewouldprobablynotbealivetodaywereitnotfbrthe

/"e”〃ofpastcenturies、

TheflrstWelshpoetlyweknowaboutwascomposedsomel400yearsago・

ItnanfatesthehistoryofabattlewhichtookplaceinScotland,astheWelshlost

fbotlandintheSouthofEnglandandtheNorthofEngland・

TheoraltraditionofcreatingpoetryandtellingstoriesinWelshwasa

featureofWelshsocietyfbrabout600yearsfbllowingthefirstpoem・Itthen

developedasanoralandwrittentraditionandhasbeenavibrantpartofWelsh

couturesincethen

ByprovidingreadingmaterialinWelsh-themostsignificantofallbeing

thetranslationoftheBibleintoWelshinl588－thelanguagewouldhavelong

diedout,andtherewouldbeverylittleevidenceofiteverexisting・Thetranslation

oftheBibleintoWelshwasagreatboosttolhelanguagebecauseitensuredthat

WelshwasthelanguageofreligionandworShip,andkeptlhelanguagealivewilhin

communities・

Eventhoughreligiondidplayanlmportantpartmsavingthelanguage

fromextinctionbyboostingliteracylevelsinWelsh,italsoledtolosingmanyof

theWelshtraditions・Waleshaskeptitsupperclasstraditions,thepraisepoems

andelegiespaidtotheWelsharistocrats,butwehavelosttheotherlayerofour

culturalheritage,thepoetryandsongsofthecommo、people・Christianity;andthe

Methodismmovementinourreligioninparticular,Iedtothebanningofdances，

dramasandactsofratherobscenenature;italsoledtothechangingofplacenames

inWales・TraditionalWelshnamesonvillagesandtownswerechangedtoHebrew

names，asiftheinhabitantsofavillagenamedNazarethweresomehowbetter

ChristiansthantheirneighbouristhenearbyWelshnameTalysam，

But,goingbacktotalkaboutliterature･OurNationalLibra]yisstackedwill

milesuponmilesofliterature,andevelyyearstudentsfromallcomersofWales

andbeyondareenrollingontouniversitycoursestostudyWelshliterature．
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HoweveLthewrittenword社aditionisnotsomethingwhichbelongstothe

past・

TheWelshBooksCouncil,anationalbodyぅfimdedbytheWelshAssembly

Govemment,whichprovidesafbcusfbrthepublishingindustryinWales,oversees

lhepublicationofaround600newbookswritteninWelsheveryyeaL

TheWelshBooksCouncilsetsouttostimulateinterestinWelshbooks,to

promotethepUblishingindust]yinWalesandtocoordinatetheinterestsofauthors，

publishers,booksellersandlibraries､Italsoprovidepracticalandfinancialsupport

toauthorsbyprovidingservlcesandbyawardinggrants/COmmissionswhichare

channelledthroughpublishers,anddistributegrantstohelppublishqualitymatelial

inandtoensurethattheou印utiswidelyavailable・

Whenquestionedbynon-Welshspeakingjoumalists,Welshpoetsand

authorsareoftenaskedwhytheychoosetowriteandpublishinWelsh､Afterall

there，snodenyingthatthere,smoremoneytobemadeintheEnglishpublishing

world,andanyonewouldbehard-pressedtomakealivelihoodoutofwritingin

Welsh(althoughsomedomanageit)．

Why,theyask？Well，artsmeanmorethanmoney・Somechoosetowrite

inWelshbecauseitistheirmothertongue,andalthoughtheyarefUllybilingual，

Welshmaybelheonlylanguageinwhichtheycanexpressthemselvesfillly,What

goesinflrstgoesinthedeepest･Therefbre,writinginWelshisoftennotanactof

politicalstance;itissomelhingwhichcomesnaturally

ThesamecanbesaidaboutWelshlanguagemusic・Walesisknownasthe

landofsongandwhilstlassureyouthatthisisamyth,andthatsomeofuscan，t

singasinglenoteintune;Walesisindeedacountryproudofitsmusicalheritage，

andWalesisnotablefbritshamists,malechoirs,andsoloartists、

CerddDant(stringmusic)hasaverylonghistoryintheWelshtradition，

andisauniquetechniqueofsinginglyricsoveraharpaccompaniment､Singing

toharpaccompanimentgoesbackaverylongtime,pelhapsasfarasthetimeof

theCelticDruids,morethanathousandyearsago・Otherpeopleapartfifomthe

Celtshadharps，ofcourse,butoverthecenmriesoneessentialelementbecame

importantinWaleswhichwouldmaketheartofsingingwiththehaIpdi鮭rent:the

specialrelationshipbetweenpoet]yandmusic・CerddDantisessentiallyameansof

perfbrmingpoet恥andthewordsarealwaysgivenlhegreatestpriority



DuringthetwentiethcenturycerdddantchangedquitesubstantiallyAtthe

beginningofthecentury,itwasconfinedtoindividualsingersonly･Thenduetsand

smallpartiesbegantoappear､Laterontriosandquartetswerefbrmed,andthen，

fifomthel970sonwards,cerdddantchoirsbegantoappearfbrthefirsttime､The

CerddDantFestivalisanannualevent,whichgrowsinitssizeevelyyear・Some

fiftyyearsagoitwouldbepossibletoholdtheCerddDantFestivalinasmall

villagesocialcentre,butnowtheyareheldinthecounty，slargesttheatresand

conferencevenues・Muchoflhisgrowthisdowntolhefactthatthefestivalbegan

toappealtothetelevisionandradiomedia,andoverthepasttwentyyearsorsothe

fbstivalhasbeenbroadcastliveontelevision,attractinghighnumberofviewers、

Waleshadlongbeenadmiredfbritsnaturalbeauty,itsgreenmountains,hills

andvalleys,buttheindustrialrevolution(traditionallydatedl730-l850)wasto

changeallthisfbrever・Undemealhlhepicturesquesettings,inlhemosttranqUilof

places,coal,slateandiron-thelifbbloodoftheworld，smodemisationwasfbund・

Welshironwasusedtobuildgreatironshipsandrailwaysaroundthewor1.．

Welshsteamcoalbecamethefilelofchoicefbrboilersevelywhere・Inl870coal

productionexceededthirteenmilliontonsandabouthalfofthis,nowcarriedbythe

railwaysystem,wasdestinedfbrtheexporttradeffomthelargedocksofourcities

CardifESwanseaandNewporttotherestoftheworld、

Theminersandlheirfamiliesfacedagrimexistence,Thousandsofminers

diedasaresultofrooffallsandundergroundexplosions・Fathersoftenperished

alongsidetheirsons・Govemmentcommissionershadfbundthatchildrenasyoung

assixyearsofagecouldbefbundwo】kingtwelvehourshiftsunderground・And，

aboveground,overcrowdingandinsanitalyconditionsledtooutbreaksofcholera、

However,Efomthedarkpitsoftheminesandthecoldfaceofthequarries

emergedfifiendship,prideandastrongsenseofcommunity,Thousandsofsocial

fbrums，clubsandinstituteswerefbrmedinthenewlyindustrializedareas､Most

commonlyassociatedwiththeindustrialWales,perhaps,arethemalevoicechoirs･

Wblkingmen,emergingfomunderground,beltingouthymnsandanthemsinthe

mostentrancingoftunes・

IndusbyhasnowleftWales・Andeventhoughtreesandgrasshavemadeour

valleysgreenonceagain,theinheritanceofourindustrializedpastremainstrong,in

musicaswellasinourpsyche．
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1mustsayawordabouttwomodemchoirs・OnlyMenAloud1廿omSouth

WalesandYsgolGlanaethwyfromNorthWalesarethetwochoirswhotopped

thetelevisedUK-widechoralcompetition;singingWelshlanguagesongs・Witha

repertoirerangingfifomfivehundredyearsagotocurrentday>thesechoirsshow

thattherearenobarriersplacedonchoralsingingandareproofthatchoirscanbe

fifeshandfimlqﾉ．

Butit，snotallfblkstanzasandhymns・Inthel960sacontempora】yWelsh

musicscenewascreatedThescenehasdevelopedandevolvedoverthepast

decadestomilTorthezeitgeist･Itisimpossiblefbrmetohazardaguessathow

manybandshaveperfbrmedandrecordedinWelshovertheyears，orevenhow

manybandsaredoingsotoday・Iwouldimaginethatthey,reoutthereinlheirmany

thousands・

Goingabroad,peopleoftenaskmetodescribewhatWelshlanguagepop

musicsoundslike・IhayefbunditanimpossibletasktogivethemananswenJust

assomeonefifomEngland,theStatesorJapanwouldfinditimpossibletoputthe

contemporarymusicoftheirlanguagesandcountriesinanegg-shell・

ThelyricsarewritteninWelsh，butthesimilarityoftenendsthere，

Everythingelseisextremelyvaried-allgenresofmusicarecovered,aswellas

songsyou,dbehardpressedtofitintoanycategory・

DoesthefactthatthesongsarewritteninWelshlimittheirappeal？Not

necessarily､Peopleonthewhole，especiallythoseintotheirmusic,willlistento

thesongregardlessofitslanguage・GotoabarinEuropeandyouwillknowthe

differencebetweentenfibleeuro-popandasongwithsubstanceandthoughtbehind

lt,evenifyoudon，tunderstandthewords・Thereismorewo]ktobedonetomalket

andpromoteWelshlanguagemusic，soitcanbeheardmoreoutsidetheusual

venues,festivalsandWelshlanguageprogrammes、

ArecognisedWelshtraditionoftheatreemergedonthel8thcentury>inthe

fbrmofaninterlude,ametricalplayperfbrmedatfairsandmarkets・Thelarger

Welshtownsbeganbuildingtheatresduringthel9thcentury・Alongwiththe

playhouses,thereexistedmobilecompaniesatvisitingtheatresandfairs・

TheWelshlanguageNationalTheatrewasfbmledin2003・Thecompany

stagestouringproductions,perfbrmedatthemaintheatrevenuesinWales，and

sometlmesovertheborderinLondon・Theyalsostageaprogrammeofeventsat



eachNationalEisteddfbdandendeavourtohavecloserelationshipswithschools

andthecommunitieswhichtheyserve,AswellastheNationalTheatre,thereare

manyotheriIldependentCompaniesthroughoutWalesstagingdramas,comedyacts

andallkindsofperfblmingartsthroughthemediumofWelsh,attheve】yrootsof

ourcommImities・

Ybuheardmereferringtoanunfamiliarwordjustnow,TheEisteddfbdLet

meexpatlate・

ThefirstEisteddfbdcanbetracedbacktoll76・Itwasagrandgathering

ofpoetsandmusiciansfifomalloverthecount]y・AchairattheLord，stablewas

awardedtothebestpoetandmusician,atraditionthatprevailsinthemodemday

NationalEisteddfbd・

TbdaytheNationalEisteddfbdofWalesisoneofthegreatfestivalsofthe

world,attractingoverl60,O00visitorseveryyear・Aneclecticmixtureofculture，

music,visualartsandallkindsofactivitiesfbrpeopleofallages・TheEisteddfbd

isatravellingfbstivalwhichbelongstothepeopleofWales-wherevertheylive，

andthisisanintegmlpartofitsappeal・Thefestivalvisitsareasinnorthandsouth

WalesaltematelyぅandhostingtheNationalEisteddfbdisagreatboostfbranyarea・

TheEisteddfbdprovidesanidealopportunitytopromoteandencourage

peopletouseandleamWelshlocally§totakepartinculturalactivitiesintheirarea，

andit，salsoagreatoppormnitytopromotetheregionasatouristdestination､The

economicefrbctontheareaishuge,withtheEisteddfbdcontributingbetweenf6-8

milliontothelocaleconomyduringtheweek

TheEisteddfbdisthehomeofliterature,music,dance,recitation,theatre，

visualarts,scienceandtechnology〉andalltypesofcultureinWales,andalthough

thefestivalonlylastsfbraweek,thepreparato]yworkandthebuzzsurrounding

theeventandallitsactivitieslastsfbrmorethantwoyearsbefbretheEisteddfbd・

ManyareaschoosetocontmueorganisingeventspromotingtheWelshlanguage

andcultureoncethefestivalisover・

Anotherimportanteisteddfbdinthecalendaris‘EisteddfbdyrUrdd，，or

theYbuthEisteddfbdOrganisedbyaWelsh-mediumyouthmovement,yrUrdd,it

involvesWelshyouthaged7to24inaweekofcompetitioninsinging,recitation，

dancing,actingandmusicianship・TheeventisEurope，spremieryouthartsfestival･

AnlntemationalEisteddfbdisheldannuallyinLlangollen,Denbighshire，
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eachyearinJuly・Choirs,singinggroups,fblkdancersandothergroupsattend丘om

alloverlheworld,sharingtheirnationalfblktraditionsinoneoftheworld，sgreat

festivalsofthearts･Itwassetupinl947andbeginswithamessageofpeace､1,

2004,itwasnominatedfbrtheNobelPeacePrize･Doingsomeresearchbefbre

cominghere,IfbundthatlherearestronglinksbetweenJapanandtheIntemational

Eisteddfbd､TheKonanWOmen，sCollegeChoirtookhomethemainprizefbr

choralsinginginl985；andJapantoppedagaininl992whenlheYhhchoirhom

Nishinomiyabeatolhercountriestothefirstprize，

IhavesofartalkedaboutthehistoricalcontextoftheWelshlanguage

culture，andhowtheancientcultureisseentodayinmodemdayWalesona

nationallevel・Butfbracultureandlanguagetosurviveaslivingandbreathing

things,theymustbedeeplyrootedonacommunitylevel,sothattheyarethings

whichcomenaturallytopeople，

IhavetalkedabouttheindustrializedWalesofthepast・Ishouldalso

mentionthatWales,especiallythemidandWestofihecountry5isverydependent

uponagricultureandfarming･RuralWalesiswherethelanguageismostwidely

spokenlnNorthWestWalesfbrexamplethereareareaswhereWelshisspokenby

morethan80％ofthepopulation,makingitlhedaytodaylanguageorsocialising
andbusinessalike、

TheYbungFamlersClUbsisthelargestorganisationfbrtheyoungpeopleof

ruralWales･Itisavoluntaryyouthorganisationthatrepresents6,OOOyoungpeople

mruralWales・Althoughthenameoftheorganisationrefbrsto‘YbungFamlers,，

themembersrepresentyoungpeoplefifomallwalksoflife・Membersgetthe

opportunitytotakepartinallsortsofdiffbrentactivitiesthroughouttheyea喝廿om

tripstocompetitionsgalore・Therearealsoopportunitiestotravelabroad,toattend

socialevents,meetnewpeopleandmakefiiendsfifomalloverWales・

HavingsocialclubssuchastheYbungFamlersinruralareasisagreatboost

fbrtheWelshlanguageandcultureByprovidingfimandsocialisingopportunities

fbryoungpeople,theYblmgFarmersClubsgoalongwayinensuringthatyoung

peoplearekeentostayinlheircommunities,andtocontnbutetothelocaleconomy

andsocialevents，

RuralWalesmaybetraditionallylinkedastheWelsh-speakingheartlands・

But,theriseofWelsh-mediumeducationoverthepastthirtyyearshassee、the



languagegaininggroundinthepost-industrializedvalleysofSouthEastWales,and

mourcities・

MinisculecomparedtothecitieshereinJapan,Cardiffisthecapital,largest

cityandmostpopulouscountyofWales・ThecityisWales，chiefcommercialcentre，

thebasefbrmostnationalculturalandsportinginstitutions,theWelshnational

media,andtheseatoftheNationalAssemblyfbrWales(adevolvedassemblywith

itsowngovemmentlegislationmakingpowers).Accordingtorecentestimates,the

widermetropolitanareaofCardifrhasapopulationofnearly1.1million,morethan

athirdofthetotalWelshpopulationCardiffisasignificanttourismcentreandthe

mostpopularvisitordestinationinWaleswithl4.6millionvisitorsin2009・

AswasthecaseinmanypartsofWalesduringtheindustrialrevolution，

themassiveinfluxofpeoplefifomallovertheUK,IrelandandpartsofEurope，

swampedthenativeWelsh-speakingpopulationinCardiff､However,fbllowing

lheestablishmentofthecity，sfirstWelsh-mediumSchoolinthel950s,Welshhas

slowlyregainedsomegroundAidedbyWelsh-mediumeducationandmigration

ftomotherpartsofWales,thenumberofWelshspeakersinCardiffrosebyl4,451

betweenl991and2001;andWelshisnowspokenbyl1％ofCardiHians・

InordertosupporttheWelshlanguageandcultureonacommunitylevel

inWales,bethatinruralorinurbanareas,wehavewhatwecallMentraulaith・

TheseareWelshLanguagelnitiativeProg[ammes,andthereare22ofthemallover

Wales･AMenterlaithisalocalorganisationwhichofferssupporttocommunities

toincreaseanddeveloptheiruseoftheWelshlanguage，AMenterlaithusually

servicesawholecounty,anditreflectsthewishoflocalpeopletomakemore

useofthelanguage・AMenterwilloffbradviceandassistancetoindividuals，

organisationsandbusinesses,andwillorganiseactivitiestoraisetheprofileofthe

Welshlanguage・

AMenterlaithwillo鮭rpracticaladviceandhelpwhichisoftenfTeeof

charge・EachMentero錐rsavarietyofservices,dependingonlocalrequirements，

suchas-

Advice

・tonewparentsonraisingtheirchildrenbilingually

otopublicandvoluntaryorganisationsonhowtoincreasetheir
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●

Activities

■

｡

useofWelsh

tobusinesSeseagertobegintoofferabilingualserviceto

theircustomers

OnWelshmediumeducatio、

socialandleisureopportunitiesfbrchildrenandyoungpeople

tousetheirWelsh

opportunitiesfbrWelshleamerstousetheirWelshoutsidethe

classroom

undertakingshorttranslationworkorputtingyouintouch

withatranslator

workinginparmershipwithlocalorganisationstooffbrsocial

activities

Inanycountryandinanylanguage，themediahasastrongsocialand

culturalimpactuponsociety・Thisispredicatedupontheirabilitytoreachawide

audiencewithastrongandinfluentialmessage・

AsurveyoftheuptakeofsuccessivemediatechnologiesbytheWelsh-

languagecommunityshowsthattheWelshhaveprovedeagertotakeadvantageof

newmediaasameansofsavingtheirlanguagefifomtheconfinesoffblkculture

andconsequentmarginalisation・

Thiscanbeillustratedbylookingatthechronologyofnewmediaadoption

inWelshFirstlyぅtheprintingpress：ahundredyearsafteritsinvention,SirJohn

PriceclaimedthistechnologyfbrWelshinl546withtheErst-everWelshbook，

y>ZyﾉﾉりﾉWrルw"〃（恥r〃おbooけ.Secondly>thejoumal:inl735,some80years

afterthepublicationofthefirstEnglishjoumal,theOxfbrdGazette,camethefIrst

attempttocreateaWelshperiodical,Z恥α"yγHｾ〃Oesoe”(‘恥“"花sq/､ﾒﾙeo思

Qgesｿ.ThefirsttrueWelshweekly,SerenGomer,appearedinl814,fburyears

afterWales，sfirstEnglishweeklynewspaper・

Welsh-speakingsocietyquicklyadoptedthenewtechnologyofnewspapers・

RecordsattheWelshNationalLibraryshowthatbylhelatel880s,therewere25

Welsh-languageweeklynewspapers．



Afterthetransmissionofelectronicmessagesoverwires，thenextmaJor

developmentwaswirelesstechnologyうtowardstheendofthel800s,TheBBCwas

establishedinBritaini、1922,andthefirstbroadcastfiDmWales-whichincluded

asonginWelsh‐wasonl3Februaryl923,some30yearsafterlheinventionofthe

technologyofradioitselfOvertheyears,Welsh-languageprogramminggradually

increased,withtheestablishmentofRadioCymruabout35yearsago，andthe

expansionofitsairtimetothecurrent20hoursperday・

AseparateWelshTVchannel，S4C,beganbroadcastinginl982，Befbre

thelaunchofS4C,Welshspeakershadbeenservedbyoccasionalprogrammesin

Welshbroadcastasregionalopt-outsonBBCWalesandlTVWales,usuallyato雛

peakorinconvenienttimes・ThiSwasunsatisfactoryfbrWelshspeakers,Whosaw

thearrangementasasop，andalsoanannoyancefbrnon-Welshspeakers，who

fbundtheEnglishprogrammesseenintherestoftheUKoftenrescheduledornot

transmittedatalL

Duringthel970s,Welshlanguagecampaignersandactivistscampaignedfbr

aTVserviceinthelangUage,whichalreadyhaditsownradiostation,BBCRadio

Cymru・AftermuchprotestingandactsofpeacefUlcivildisobedience，theUK

GovemmentcreatedanindependentWelshlanguagetelevisionchanneL

S4C，sremitistoprovideaservicewhichfeaturesawiderangeof

programmesintheWelshlanguage・LikeChannel4，S4Cdoesnotproduce

programmesofitsown;mstead,itcommissionsprogrammesfromBBCCymru

andindependentproducers・S4chasbeenparticularlysuccessfUlincommissioning

children，sprogrammesandcartoons・Broadcastingrightsfbrcartoonscreated

originallyfbrS4C，suchasSuperTed,FiremanSamandSaliMalihavebeen

broughtbytelevisionchannelslheworldover・TVmovlesproducedfbrS4Chave

receivedsomegoodfbreignreviews;Hｾ”恥"(ananti-warfilmbasedonthelife

ofWelshpoetEllisHumphreyEvans,whowaskilledintheFirstWOrldWaOwas

nominatedfbrtheBestForeignLanguageOscarinl993andSo/O脚o〃＆Gae"”

(aromantictaleaboutanOrthodoxJewfallinginlovewithaWelshwomaninthe

SouthWalesValleys)wasnominatedfbrOscarinl999、

Overthepastthreedecades,S4Chasdevelopedwiththelatestdevelopments

inbroadcasting;tumingtoacompletedigitalchannellastyear,andtheyplanto

produceallprogEammesinHighDefinitionbytheendof2012．
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‘Newmedia，inWelshincludesarangeofservicesacrossvariousplatfbrms，

suchastheDigitalS4Ctelevisionchannel;thedigitaltextserviceofferedbyBBC

WalesoncabletelevisionfbrntlandTblewestcustomers,whichprovidesnews，

weatherandsports;theWAPmobilephonenewsservicecarIyingthelatestWelsh

stories;theliveRadioCymruserviceavailablethroughoutBritainandEuropeon

digitalcableTV;andlheRSSfbedsofWelsh-languagenewsheadlinestoextemal

websites､Thereisalsotheemergingfieldofblogs,orweblogs,ofwhichthereare

anincreasingnumberinWelshltisalsoencouragingthatagroupofvolunteers

cametogethertotranslatefacebookintoWelshsometwoyearsago・

so，asyousee,theWelshlanguageandcultureisentwined,andisavery

ancientculturewhichhas,despitealltheodds,survivedanddevelopedintothe

modemage・Pelhapslshouldmentiononemanwho,tome,isanembodimentof

theWelshwayoflifewhichlhavedescribed、

1t，sthismanCeriWynJones,AWelshlanguagepoetwhohaswonaChair

attheNationalEisteddfbdwithapoemdedicatedtothestrugglesoffarmers

makingalivelihoodoutofagriculture･FollowingacareerasateacheEheworks

asaneditorwithaWelshpublishingcompanyinWestWales､Heisamemberof

achoir,appearsregularlyonWelshlanguagetelevisionandradioprogrammes.I

do､,tknowifhehasafacebookprofile･Butifhedoes-itwouldprobablybein
Welsh1

Thiscenturywearesettofacethebiggestchallengeyet・Inanageof

globalisation,itisacommonstrugglefbrallofustosafbguardthefiltureofour

uniquelanguagesandcultures・

TheglobaleconomicrecessionhashitWaleshardDramaticcutsare

plannedtopublicspending､Thisyea喝theWelshAssemblyGovemmenthasring

fbncedspendingonthepromotionoftheWelshlanguage,whichisverypositive、

HoweverthemoneyspentonrunningS4C,theWelshlanguagetelevisionchan､e1,

1snotsosafe,andtheindependenceofthechannelisunderqUestion,astheUK

GovemmenttalkofplansofmergingthechannelwiththeBBCThereiscunfently

anactivecampaignunderwaytotlytosafbguardtheexistenceofWelshlanguage

broadcasting,acampaigninwhichtheWelshLanguageBoardisveryprominent・

Theartsandculturearenotonlyfbrthegoodtimes・Theyareacrucial

ingredientinourwell-being,especiallyatdifficulttimes・Theycontributetoour



economicwell-being,butalsoworkonthehumanspirit:theyprovidejobs,they

driveourcreativity〉andinspire,comfbrtandchallengeindividuals・

Cultureshouldbeadrivingfbrcefbrprogress,therootsourceofaconfident，

diverseandfbrward-lookingnation.Weshouldembraceit,nurtureitandcelebrate

it，

IopenedmyaddresstoyoutodaywiththefIrsttwolinesoftheWelsh

NationalAnthem・IleaveyouwiththelasttwolinesofthatAnthem：

乃am6γy"ん『j'γb”hQj‘､bα"，

Obydt左dj'γhe"jα城bα油α"．

Translatedto：

〃ﾙ"eseassec”e，

ﾉﾙな/α"dsop"だ，

O脚”o”O〃ﾉα"gwagee"”花．
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