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1．11ntroduction

lrishcultureisacomplexmixofmanyexperiences，fifomantiqUitytothe

present・FromthetombsoftheBoyneValley-whichpredatethepyramidsof

Egypt-tothecomparativelyrecentlandscapescreatedbyViking,Nomlanandother

arrivals,ithasbeenacultureinconstantchange･Therecentchallengingfinancial

circumstancesoflrelandremindusthatourcultureis－asitalwayshasbeen－a

ve]yimportantcomponentofoureconomy,Thisisreflectedinarecentinitiative

bythelrishGovemmenttohostalargefbrumdesignedtoidentifykeystrategiesto

assisteconomlcrecovery;cultureemergedasakeysector・

Sincethiscon企renceisfbcusedonculturalfactorsinlocalrevitalisation,let

uslookbrieflyatthemainsmlcturesoftheculturaleconomy・Wewillthenfbcuson

onearea-apeninsulainthesouthwestoflreland-toallowamorein-depthlookat

culturalfactorsinlocalrevitalisation．

1.2Backgmund-TheExportEconomy

Thereareessentiallytwocomponentstolreland，seconomy:oneistheinter-

nationalexportsectorwhichisperfbrmingstrongly,ItincludesmaJortechnological

andknowledge-basedindustriesandisunderpinnedbytheIndustrialDevelopment

Authority,abodysetupexpresslyinthenineteenseventiestoattractmajorhi‐

techindustries､Withaftworablecorporationrateof12．5％ithastransfbmledwhat

waslargelyanagriculturalandtourist-basedeconomywithanarrowtraditional

industrialbaseintoaglobalone,stronglylinkedtosclenceandmanufacturing,and

export-ledln20101relandwasrankedbylBMasfirstintheworldintermsofjob
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creationbyfbreigninvestmentrelativetopopulationsize､Itisalsothecasethat

thereissignificantinvestmentinthereversedirectio､;thereareabout2001rish

companiesintheUS,withone,KenyGroup,beingoneofthebiggestagncultural

product-basedindustriesintheworld；ithaslargeenterprisesintheAmerican

MidwestandinSomhAmerlca．

1.3TheDOmesticecOnOmy

Thedomesticeconomy,ontheotherhand，hasrecentlybeenhitbysevere

recession・Anover-extendedandover-ambitiousbankingsectorbroughtContagion

tomuchofthebankingsystem､Otherfactorsincludedabadly-regulatedplanning

systemthatallowedfbrtoomuchgrowthinlheconstructionsecto“otjustincities

butinruraltownsandvillages・ThecumulativeeHectofhasledtothenecessityof

thelrishstatebeingbailedoutbythelMFasyouwillnodoubthavenotedNow

morethaneveEweneedtoinnovate,andlheculturaleconomyhasbeenidentified

ashavinganimportantroletoplayintherecovery

2.OTheCulturalEconomy-Overvlew
●

ThekeybodieswhichImderpintheculturalsectorinlrelandaredividedinto

nationalandregional/localcomponents,TheArtsCouncil,fbundedinl951fUnds

artistsandvenuesacrossawiderangeofdisciplines・Intemlsoflhebuilthelitage，

theO伍ceofPUblicWbrksisakeyplayerintheStatesector・Ffiiltelrelandisthe

majortourismfimdeLanditsupportsaverywiderangeoftourismexperiences・

Significantly§itstronglysupportsCulturalTburism,notinglhat‘ArtsplusTbImsm

equalsmorevisitorsandhigherrevenueintolreland,.In2009cultureandheritage

tourismgeneratedanestimated2billioneurofbrthelrisheconomyぅwithfburout

offivetouristsfromoverseasciting‘interestinghisto】yandculture，asamotivation

fbrchoosinglrelandasaholidaydestination．

3.1CaseStudy-ThePreServationofaHeritage

Keny-isacounty(themainlocaladministrativeunitoflreland)onthesouth‐

westcoastofhelandlthasaruggedcoastlinewilhgreatpeninsulasreachingoutimo

theAtlanticOcean・Itwasfifomoneoflhesethatlhefirsttelegraphcablewaslaidon

theseabedallthewayacrosstoNewfbundland,and廿omthecountycapital-Tralee‐



andthegreatportofCorkinthesoulhoftheprovmcethatmanyemlgrantssailedto

seekabetterlifeinfar-offlands･Agricultureandfishingwereimportanteconomic

mainstays,butthelackofanindustrialinfifastructureofanyscalesufricientto

employthepopulationmeantthatemig1mionwasanoptiontakenbymany

3.2TheBlaSketIslandStory

ThecoastlineoftheDinglepeninsulaisspectacular,makingitpopularas

adestinationfbrtourists・Manytourlstscouldhayedrivenbyぅoblivioustothefact

thatsomeofthemostfamousliteratureofthelrishlanguagewaswrittenonthe

GreatBlasketlsland-aplaceofgreatbeautyinasmallgroupofislandsoffthe

farthestsoulhwestcoast､Onthemainland,asontheislands,therearetracesofthe

earliestmonasticcommunitiesoflreland,mingledwithevenearlieramvalsdating

backtoprehistorictimes・

Thisislandwashometoacommunityofpeoplewhohadaremarkable

history;fishermenastheywere,theyproducedanextraordinaryliteratureinthe

earlyandmiddleyearsofthetwentiethcentury;1hemostimportantoflheauthors，

TbmasOCriomhthain,wroteZheZsm"〔加α",whichhasbeentranslatedintomost

ofthemajorlanguages・Otherauthors,bothmenandwome､,havewrittentheir

storiesalso,creatingthemostculturalarchiveofits，kindinthelrishLanguage，

IthasattractedgreatscholarsoffblkloreandlingUisticsnotonlyfiDmwilhinthe

lrishscholarlycommunitybutfifomfartherafield-theNordiccountries,Gelmany

andGreatBritain‐anddleiconicislandstoryteller,awomancalledPeigSayers,1s

consideredtohavebeenoneofthegreateststorytellersintheworld・

Notwilhstandinglhehistoryoftheislandculture,itwasevacuatedinl953as

partofagovernmentpolicy;itsfishingin丘astructurehaddeterioratedandmanyof

theinhabitantshadleftovertheyears,settlingincommunitiesintheNorthEastem

UnitedStates・TheyhadaparticularlyimportantConcentrationintheareaofSpring-

field,Massachussets,withmanymoreinHartfbrdConnecticut・Thosewhohad

remainedwerehousedinvillagesonthemainland,wilhinshortdistancesffomthe

island・Whentheyleftintheircanvas-coveredboatsinl953theybroughtasmuch

wilhthemaspossible-includinginmanycasesthefeltroofSoftheirhousesthathad

shelteredthemsosnuglyagainstlheragingAtlanticwinds､Itwasasadparting・

Theislandcontinuedintheownershipoftheislanders,usedfbrgrazing
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sheepbythosewhoseholdingsonlheislandremainedBetweenthenaturalbeauty5

itsbirdlifbandsealsandtheislandlore,1heGreatBlasketattractedtheinterestof

visitors-manyofwhomwhowerefascinatedbyitsculture､Othervisitorscame

homefromAmericatoseewhatremainedoftheirancestralplaces；Iremember

beingtherewithaneightyyearoldmanwhohadleftinhisteenageyears；allthat

remainedofhishomewasthehearthandtherabbitsatplay

‘lslandforSale，、

Onedayinl985,anadvertisementappearedintheWallStreetJoumalca好

ryinganadvertisementthatlherewas‘anlslandfbrSale,､NewsspreadqUicklyto

lreland;itsoonbecameapparent丘omthedescriptionthatitwastheGreatBlasket

lslandandtheimplicationofthenewscausedripplesinthecommunitiesonboth

sidesoftheAtlantic・

Ifasappearedtobethecase,theislandweretobesoldtobecome-to

whateverextent-aprivatedemesne，oneofthemostuniqueculturalspaces‐an

iconicspaceintheNationalpantheonofwriters－mightbelosttothebroader

communityfbrever､LostwouldbetheplacewhereGaelicandNordicscholarshad

collectedfblklore;wherePeigSayersoneofthegreatstorytellersoftheworldhad

recitedtalesoftheagespasttoscholarsfifomalloverEurope;wherewriterslikeJM

Syngehadgonetovisitandleamabouttheculture;wheresomanyscholarsofthe

lrishlanguagehadleamedtoperfbcttheircommandofit・

Manypeoplewritethehistoryoficonicplaces,butwhatmadethelsland

literaturesouniquewasthattheauthorshadwrittentheirownstories,fnllofjoy

andsorrowandentirelyshapedbytheirownimaginations･Theislandwasfbr

sale;overthreeyearsinthel970，sl7outof20unitsoflandhadbeenbought,and

nobodyhadshouted‘stop,．

Communityresponse-fromawarenesstomobilisation，

Theproblemnowwas-howtoproceed？

Withalonghistoryofout-migrationintheWestoflreland,theremoteness

oftheDinglepeninsula,andthedeclineoffishingasakeycomponentofthelocal

economyｩprovidingjobshaslongbeenachallenge・

StrategiesaroundactionsbylheState-whileundertaken-wererarelylong-



livedduetotheremotenessofthearea,Tburismandfisherieswerethemainstayof

thepeninsulareconomy,withthemainculturalindustrybeingthelrishlanguage

coursesprovidedftomthel950，sonwardtostudentsspendingtheirsummersinthe

area､Tburisminitselfwasgrowing,buttherewasnoreallygoodinfiastructureto

triggerstrongrevenuesintheareathroughthesixtiesandearlyseventies，

Therewereofcoursesomebigexcitements,suchasthefilmingofRyα"s

Dα"gﾙｫerbythedistinguishedfilmmakerDavidLeaninthenineteenseventies・

Thisledtosuchdevelopmentsasbetteraccommodation,upgradingofhotelsand

agooddealofancilla1yactivitiesfbrlocalindividualsandenteIprises,butitwas

short-lived-evenifitheraldedthewindsofchangeandmodemityinsucharemote

partoftheworld,Thepeninsulastillhaemo]Thagedits,youngandsmallentemrises

cameandwent－，…neverlastingfbrlong・Theonegreatindustryoffbrmertimes-

fishing-wasbeingreorganisedbytheEUandhasbeendiminishingasfearsgrow

fbrfishstocks､Ahighproportionoftheeducatedyoungsimplyleft,ashadtheir

peoplebefbrethem…toEnglandandAmericamostly..､fbllowinglhewell-trodden

pathsofthevastnlneteenthcenturyemigration．

Action：1985

Asmallgroupofpeoplerepresentativeofthelocalcommunitydecidedto

mvestigatethebestwayfbrward・Theyorganizedacommumtymeetingtoseewhat

thelocalpeoplefelt・Itwasdecidedthatsettingupofsomesortoforganizational

stmcturetodealwiththesituationwasnecessary､Theoutlineofaplanofcampalgn

wasdevised；therewouldbeatwo-prongedapproachwithbothaLocalanda

NationalCommitteeestablished・

AtthenextmeetinginFeb・’986,thesecondlocalCommitteemeetingtook

place;thehighestcountyauthoritywasinvolved‐theCountyManager-aswella

memberofthenationalPlanningBoard,Thesewerebriefedonalistofproposed

actions；thecompositionofaFoundation；itsaimsfbrconservatlonoftheGreat

Blasket,andaproposaltocopperfastentheculturalhisto]yandimportanceofthe

lslandanditssocialandliteraryinheritance・

Intheensuingweeksandmonthsgoodprogresswasmade，involvingkey

persomlelfigomthelocaladministrativeinstitutionsandlocalpeopleinotherjuris‐

dictionswithspecialcapabilities・SitesintheUSAandCanadawereinvestigated

CUm,URALFACTORSmLOCALREⅥmIJRATION-脈FTANDNeasaNICHnlNEIDE155



156

toseehow‘heritage,areasweremanaged・Atemplateofideaswasassembled,as

abasisfbrdiscussionwithkeylocalandregionalauthoritiesincludingtheCounty

Manage喝whosefimctionwehaveseen,andplanningauthorities・

ThenextmeetingofthelocalCommitteewastobeakeyone;attendedby

theCountyManagerandotherkeyo伍cials，itwasestablishedthatthetemplate

ofproposalsputtogetherbythelocalCommitteewasinkeepingwiththeCounty

DevelopmentPlan-amostimportantconsideration．

Outcomesincluded：

－aWbrkPlanfbrthelocalCommittee

‐anexplanatoryplanfbrtheCountyManagerandhisteamoutlining

thekeyproposalsoftheFoundation・Theseincludedtherequirements

fbrconservationwolkonthelslanditselfand

‐aproposal-tobuildaninterpretativeCentreonthemainland,facing
thelsland．

Theofficialshadpracticalsuggestionsfbrthebestapproachtositeevalua-

tion,suitableplannerstocalryouttheworkandtoinvestigatetheownershipand

otherissuesoflslandinfiastructure,Theyearl927waschosenasthebaselineof

theNationalHistoricParkprQject・Itwastheyearthatpreceededthepublication

of‘Zheな/α紅加α",byTbmasOCriomthain,andlheyoungMauriceOSullivan

wasabsorbingthematerialthatwouldbethebasisfbr‘ZWe”姥α応a－Gγ℃w腕9，；

bothbookshavebecomeclassicsofworldliterature､Insubsequenttimes,acanon

ofbooksfiDmmenandwomenofdleareahasbeenwrltten,aswellasaccountsby

Americanauthorsofthelslanders．

MobiIisationandFundraising

Withasoundbasisonwhichtoproceed,itwasnownecessarytomobilise

thewiderpublic,Thismeantidentifyingpeoplewhowereknowledgableaboutthe

centralissuesandhadtheleadershipskillsrequiredfbrmobilization

-creatingawarenesslocally>regionallyandnationally

-creatingapowerfUlsocialnetworktocanythemessage



-fimdraising

Tbrealisethisgoal,itwasdecidedthatamagazmewouldbeestablishedin

whichthegoalsandambitionsoftheplanwouldbepnblicisedfbralltosee､The

magazine,cα此“〃CaO加ﾙ"”(WIeCo”e”α伽"jsr，)waswidelydisseminated

atlocal,regionalandnationalleveL

Thehrsttaskwasworkingtoconveytoawiderpublicanunderstandingof

theimportanceofthegoal;netwo】kingwasbasedonbringingkeycontactsaboard

ftomthevariouslevelsofsocietywheretherewouldbesympathyfbrlhegoalsof

theFoundation・TheindividualscontactedincludedpowerfUlpoliticalleaders,civil

servants,industrialists,churchmenofallreligions,languageactivistsandscholars

fifombothlrelandandoverseaswhowerefamiliarwiththeBlasketLiteratureand

culture・Allofthesepeoplewereledtoanunderstandingofthesocialandcultural

importanceoftheprQjecttosavelheGreatBlasketlsland・

ByOctoberl986theindefatigableCommitteewereselectingofficersfbra

NationalCommittee,hadabookletandalistofPatrons,whichincludedpoliticians，

clergymen,universityprofessors,industrialists,localpeople,overseasscholars-the

prOjectwasgatheringmomentum・AdatewaschosenfbraNationallaunchtotake

placeinDUblin,ByNovembertherewasa‘Friends，schemetoreport・

ManyofthesepeoplewereeitherfromthePeninsula，associatedwithit

throughteachingorlinguisticresearch,andthoseleamingthelanguagetherein

theiryouth・FromlocalfarmerstothehighestofficiallevelsofthelrishState,there

wasbynowamassiveinteresti、thefnteoftheGreatBlasketlsland、

ThelocalcommitteedecidedonafUndraisingdrive､Theyorganisedadraw；

ticketswouldbeenteredinarafHefbraprize-moneyorgoods､Thisiswherethe

Japanesecomeintothestory1Toyotalrelandofferedacarpermonthasaprlze－

(toberepaidinwhenthemoneywasraised).Thisprovedatremendoussuccess，

Membersofthecommitteedrovethelengthandbreadthofthecountyandbeyond，

sellingticketsinlrelandandoverseas・TheresponseinBritainandtheUSAwas

verystrong,aswastheresponselocallyandthroughoutlreland・Oneofthedefining

momentsinthesuccessoftheventureatcommunitylevelwaswhenalocalfarmer

wonaTbyotainMay1988;itisstillhisprideandjoyうandTbyotacanrestassured

its，reputationissafbinourpeninsula…
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380,000eurowasgatheredinthefimdraisingcampaign,byvirtueo笹the

dedicatedworkofmembersoftheFoundationwhomovedheavenandearthto

achievetheirvision・Byl989theBlascaodMorHistoricParkBillwasfinalized，

havingpassedallstagesinParliamentwiththegreatsupportofmembersfifomall

parties;itwasawonderfUlmomentfbrallofthepeoplewhohadworkedsohardto

arriveattheirgoal．

TheBlasketIslandCentre:AplaceforIeamingandscholarship･

Theideaofbuildingonthemainlandwasatfirstreceivedwithmixed

fbelings,buttheOPWwereadamantthattheimaginativebuildingconceivedbythe

greatestarchitectsattheirdisposalcouldonlywolkonthemainland､Thismeant

thatthelslanditselfwouldremainpristine,withaconservationplanfbrboththe

originalvillagethatstillremainedthereanditsmagnificentfloraandwildlife、

Thebuildingwasbuilttofaceandfifamethelsland,lyinglowabovethe

cliffsandwatersoftheBlasketSound､Itisaremarkableplace;asyouwalkthrough

thatflagged,cathedral-likespacethatleadsyoutotheviewofthelsland,youare

seeingtheimagesoftheislandwriters-themenandwomenwhowerethetellersof

theirowntale・Theyhadbeennourishedandencouragedbythegreatestofscholars，

buttheywerelhecreatorsoftheirownsto】y・

Ontheoppositewallarelmagesofallofthewildlifboftheislandthat

sustainedits，people､Inthearchive,thefirstfUllgenealogicalrecordoftheisland-

ersandtheirdescendants-commissionedspeciallyasatruerecordfbrthepeople･

Artefactsofdailylifb-theirboats,theirimplements,theirclothing-areall

there,asarethetalesoflhosewholeftfbrothershores,especiallytoSpringfleld，

Massaclmssets;anewworld-buttherewasalwaysahlmgerfbrhome‘

WhatismostimportantisthatthisisaplacecreatedbytheStateinresponse

tothewishesofthepeoplethemselves・Itistheonlyhigh-levellrishlanguage

heritagecentreintheworldandwillhopefUllydevelopintoacentrefbrlhebestof

scholarstocontinuetoexplorethehistoricalcontextofthelanguage,aswellasthe

fblkloreandcultureoEthearea．

CelebrationandNewSchoIarship

OneofthehighlightsoftheyearatlonadanBhlascaoidistheCeilitiradh－



meaning‘celebration,；organizedbythemembersoftheBlasketlslandFoundation

(FondliireachtanBhlascaoid)ittakesplaceaImuallyinOctober､Itisahigh‐

levelSymposiumaddressedbyscholarslocallyぅnationallyandoverseasonatopic

relevanttotheworkoftheCentreandthecommunity・

Therehavebeensymposiaonmanythemes，includingVikings,thework

ofJohnMillingtonSynge，theliteratureoftheBlaskets，andreligion・Thispast

Octoberthekeynotelectureaddressedthetopicof‘theChurchoflrelandand

GaelicCultureinWestKerry，、Itunveiledaspectsofthelinguistictraditionthat

raisedatotallynewawarenessamongthecommunltyぅandkeypassagesofthetalk

byDr・IreneWhelanareworthquoting：

《Forかe/α"αwas〃""〃heeαγ〃parrqfrﾙeﾉα師Ce"”〃pα'rqfrheB”sル

E”j'℃,α"qIrh”eルα”ee〃αルjsjo〃Q/､”e花sj加jhever"αc"ﾉ”/α"g"αgesQ/、

G閃earBr"αi"o〃肋epα〃q/的eP”郷rα"/,/fz城.D”加9W〃αrwasr”脚eJ‘rheSｾc-

o"dRe/b灰加α"o"1，jheゲセwasαんc"so〃r〃eかjsﾙー叩eα""gpeQpﾉes”z〃ewes/eγ〃

sea6oα”q/､"℃""αIα”加p”"c"/”加e1ﾉα"geﾉな加9K〃e〃α"yeかなル”eα”汐i〃

rheか0W〃ﾉﾋ、g"age.P花αcﾙ加gα”e”cα""g加的eかなル／α"91ｨfMgeope"ed”α〃

e""彫り"ewave""eqfco"”αW"ﾙﾉﾙe"α"Vec"/”℃・

舵/α”cα脚ero6eco"sj火花JSC柳erh加gq/､α‘/a6oγ"o〃qfp”gグセss'w〃e'℃

eva"geﾉなα"o刀加jhePForesrα"r允城wo"〃グゼ"昨ｱｫﾙe〃α､ﾉepQp"ﾉα"o〃as/Qyaノ

α"”eace/MasｵﾙeかCO”eゆ”応加”esα”Sbo”"〔Zwﾙoルαゴbee〃s"ccess‐

ん/jｳﾉe'ﾉα｝Zge恥eJ加油eIα”北cα北sqfr〃eI8iﾙCe"r"収

4P”resrα"#”“jo〃w“e‘，/α6/な〃”o〃rﾙe加α加ﾉ”dla”αproresrα"r

scﾙCO/was6""ro〃z方eB/asﾙej“α"乱O"eq/､z方e碗o師yex加gα”CO"/i&sj"g‘5，""‐

α"o"s油αがheeα『〃〆o"ee恋q/､e”Ca""g加姉he"CO”e'”Wasrhei"α6"j〃qf

加o"ogIor”hspeaﾉﾋe応roacr"αﾉｹ/eα『"rhes”fsqf花α戒"gα"αw,j""gi"“ん

〃rﾙeywα"reJ”jeacﾙｫﾙes城』sQfゲセα伽"gα”wr"j"grop叩沈whoseo"〃/α"‐

91ｨagewasかish,ｵﾙeyβ恋rhaJroreachjhe脚E"g"sh,加wﾙたﾙﾉα"g"αgerheywo"〃

αc9邸咋ｵﾙeSﾙj".”おCO"〃rﾙe"beα”reJα”α”"e〃roか姉.B"rE"g雌ルノi”

"ever6ee"6IPO舵"o”jheBIas凡erZsIα"αIα"”cα"o"〃6ejWも"edrhajヴノ""αCy

w“raz4g伽roj〃ecﾙ"”e"加的e“ﾙCO〃”℃”ceJbyrﾉie””o"α"es加1864,rhaj

〃w“”"er〃”鱈ル〃な〃．

蛾js加妙ve〃weﾉﾉﾙα'ﾉe6ee〃wﾉｶy的eBﾉﾋ刷s，舵rな""咋応we1℃α6/ero6egj〃

wﾙarwo"〃加巳ﾉ徒a6eawﾙo/ecα"o〃Q/､/"”α”℃Q/wieかow刀加rheirwe”αル
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Ce"畝軌beg加測加9W"ﾙﾉﾙec/α”cZ1〃e邸α""α",q/Yb加亦ocrio"ﾙﾉﾙα加α"d

co""""加g加α"""6''0舵"””o"roﾉﾙe〃‘油Ce"”"応o"j〃e"α加ﾉα”ro‘jh〕ﾉI’

Thushasscholarshipopenedupanewawarenessofthecomplexpastof

thislslandcultureandsocialhisto】y;aplacefamedfbrbeautyisnowflmedfbrso

muchmore､Inacommunitywherefmningisindecline,out-migrationhasbeen

constantandlhelanguagechallenged,therehasbeenamobilisationofpeopleboth

locallyぅnationallyandintemationallyintherevaluingoftheirheritage・Theleader

oftheSpringfieldMassachussetsBlasketCommlmity>bomontheBlasketsand

nowinhisnineties,haslastyearbeenawardedanHonora]yDegreeataspecial

ceremonyintheBlasketlslandCentre‐ana髄mlationofthelslandDiasporaand

its,ongoingsigniflcance・

Inkeepingwithits，remittocreateandkeepdatabasesofthecomm]mity，

theislandanditsliterature，importantpapersoffbrmerPrimeMinisterCharles

HaugheyぅagreatsupporteroflheprQject,arenowdepositedintheCentre，sarchive・

This,togetherwiththecreationoflhegenealogicaldatabaseofthelslanders,film

fbotageofthelastremaininglslanderscommissionedfbrtheCentreandtheoutput

oftheannualCeililiradhpresentations,areamajorresourcefbrscholarsofthe

fUture-local,nationalorintemational・

Tosaythatthiscomplexislandhisto】yandtheextraordina】yeHbrtofthe

peoplemanifestedinthecampaigntosavetheGreatBlasketlslandheritagehas

beentransfblmative,wouldbeanunderstatement･Therevaluingofaculturehas

ledtoanewfbrcefbrjobcreationandconfideI1ceinthewestemDinglePeninsula；

thissummel31hefirstlrish-speakingparkGuidestookuptheiremploymentonthe

GreatBlasket;theworkofconservingthehousesandotherbuiltenvironmental

fbaturesisnowreadytobegin・Theculturalheritageofthepeninsulahasindeed

proventobeakeyeconomicdriveL

44,000peoplehayevisitedtodate;thebenefitsextendtothewholearea;to

businessesofallkinds,tohoteliersandrestaurateurs,tothewiderlocaleconomy

andsociety・Thegreatestbenefitperhaps,hasbeenthetruecomributiontocultural

understandingthathasgrownamongthepeoplearisingfromthenewknowledge

thatemergesfifomtheworkofthiscentreattheendofEurope､Pe】hapssomeday

youwillvisitittoo,andexperiencethemagicfbryourselves．


