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The Case Report of Bone-Washing Ritual in Yoron Island
Taiki MACHI

Abstract

This is a casc report about the bonc-washing ritual in Yoron Island which located in the middle of the
South-Cast Islands of Japan. In Yoron Island, people treat the dead by performing the bone-washing ritual in
which dead bodies are dug out and ritually washed after 3 years to 7 years of burial. Since the year 2003 when
the crematory was established, the bone-washing ritual has decreased rapidly, and is facing the crisis of
extinction. Thus, this paper could be the last report of the bane-washing ritual of the island. The case of this
paper was observed in April 2009. T could collect two cases, and I described them in two chapters respec-
tively. Moreover, I included the description of the ritual words of the prayer for the dead, which didn’t appear
in most of the previous studies.
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