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The Circulating Conditions of Imported Organic Peanuts in Japan
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A part of Japanese Agricultural Standard was revised in July, 1999, and after
the trial period, “Inspection certification system of organic food” was operated
in full-dress since April of 2001.The development of organic farming was
expected, However the growth of the organic farming in Japan is slow and
neither has the consumptive demand for “Food with organic JAS mark”
expanded. As a result, many organic foods of Japan are occupied by imports. The
ratio of domestic organic farm products is presently decreasing. Because the
intention to safe food is strong, the demand for organic food in Japan is large. It
seems that the demand of imported organic farm products could change steadily
in the near future.

Under such a situation, the purpose of this paper is to clarify the circulating
conditions and problems of imported organic peanuts in Japan, especially, from
China. Through the investigation in the import and processing companies of
organic peanut, we made it clear the imporf organic certification system from the
beginning point of production and the process of processing, storage,
transportation and trade to the import company and also from the import
company to the final processing company in Japan. ‘

Based on the above investigation, we figured that Japanese processing
company build close connecting with the import company to keep the conformity
of organic product by acquiring organic certificate to circulate organic products in
each stage of circulation from producing place to consumption place under
organic JAS system. The collaboration between processing company and
importing company is key factor to import organic products successfully to
Japan.
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