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Summary

In the early part of the Meiji Era, the Japanese government introduced the crops and
live-stocks from some foreign countries to develop the agriculture of the country. At the
same time, some foreign tree species were also introduced from Europe, America, and South
Asia. These tree species were garden trees and economic trees of general and special use,
and introduction of these trees was made by government offices, universities, and nursery
merchants etc.

The results of the introduction of these foreign tree species in the various districts of
Japan are as follows:

In the main Island (Honsyu, Kyusyu, Shikoku), planting the foreign tree species was
examined by the experiment stations, universities, regional and district forestry offices, and
then planting of olive, walnut, cork-tree, black locust, poplar, eucalyptus, quina, and maritime-
pine was encouraged, and especially maritime-pine was planted for coastal sand-dune fixa-
tion in various districts. In Hokkaido, planting European and American trees was tried
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due to its cold temperate climate, and the planting of spruce (Picea excelsa Link) became
popular afterwards. In Formosa, when it belonged to Japan, it was expected that the plan-
ting of the tropical tree species would succeed and that of teak, siris, gum-tree, and quina
was encouraged and carried out.

In korea, black locust and poplar were planted for reforestation of the denuded land

there. It was of course due to the encouragement by the government that the introduction
of foreign tree species was tried actively, but it was also due to the interest the Japanese
took in forestry owing to educational propaganda of European forestry which was made
by inspectors of German forestry and students sent abroad to study forestry. It means
that the Meiji Era was an experimental stage for introduction of foreign tree species, and
guidance of their later planting was given from the result of experimental planting.



