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Damage of Houses due to the 1997 Kagoshimaken-Hokuseibu Earthquake

Ikuo TOKUHIRO, Hisashi TOKUTOMI and Yuuji HANAZONO

The 1997 Kagoshimaken-hokuseibu earthquake, which struck the northwest area of Kagoshima prefec-
ture at 17:31 on March 26, 1997, has done much damage to houses and other buildings. Surveys on the
damage to the houses were carried out in the area, and the causes for the damage were investigated
together with the damage of external structures around the houses.

The causes of damage to the houses which was severe enough to lead to complete destruction were the
displacement and the settlement of the ground in areas close to slopes. The roofing tiles were damaged in
many houses. Judging from the viewpoint of disaster prevention, it is necessary to pay special attention to
the structural design and construction work of walls made of concrete blocks.
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