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A Research on Direction of Agricultural Extension System in China by the
% H -| Comparison with Japan
(HA L OHEILEE L5PEEBT 5 REERBXEDEMTA)

Agricalture extension in China today is imporian! due to increased differences of income among.
farmers as compared o non-farmers. However, vazious problems were faced by 1he sxiension section in
upgrading the present situation; 'Lhefefore reformation of the extension mechanism needs to be done. The
purposes of this study were 1o analyze China’s present agricultural extension mechavism specifically
markeling services and o propose measures o sirengthen the extension service program in comparison to
Japan’s Bxtension systerm.

After clarifying the study’s assignment, Chapter 1 reviewed the related researches, and discussed the
study method that applies a cormparison study on extension syslems and case studies.

In Chapler 2, development process of agricultural extension system in waa and Japan and their
comparison were discussed in detail. Resulis showed that Japan practices a cooperative offort j{.:»inﬂy domne
by both malional and local governmenits. Japanese farmers also obtained marketing services from the
Japanese Agricnltoral Coope&a‘tive. In comparison, although such agricultural cooperatives do not exist in
China, the existing extension division also provides services like product development and serves as the
sale proprietor for the farmers.

Chapter 3 briefly discussed current slatus of the agricultnral exlension sysltem in Japan afler
implememation of Japan’s Agricaltural Exiension Act based on a case study in Kagoshima prefecture,
Condifions for reinforcing the farm management gridance activities of merged agricaltural cooperative
were examined based on a case study oa TAT system of Soo Kagoshima Agricultural Cooperative. Resulis
from this siudy indicated importance of information system and direct supporl from Agricultural
Cooperative 1op management in ensuring the total consultant sysiem snccess.

In Chapter 4, the case study on Huangxing Vegetable Exlension Siation, Chéngsha, Hunan Province in
China indicated the necessity to improve information channels such as technical guidance and marketing
aspects. Support from educational imstitztion and fostering maximom capacity of manpower such as
ability 1o form and coordinate new field projects in achieving exiension missions were also highlighted as
imporiant snccess key factors,

Lastly, Chapler 5 compared Agricultural extension syslem between China and Japan in whole and later,
analyzed apﬁlicabie development direction and stralegies of agricutiural exlension sysiem in China. 1t is
concluded that it is ot feasible to separa‘témarkeﬁng aspects of agricullural prodacts and sales services
from Agricnliural Bxiension, fustead, it is essential 1o reinforce these aspects through privatization of the
lownship exlension slation and i is recommended that China adopls Japan’s cooperation efforls by both

national and local governments in supporling the Agricultural Extension Division in the county .




