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On the Scenic Preservation of Sakurajima
as seen from Shiroyama Observatory

Shozo TOYODA and Katta VENKATARAMANA

Sakurajima which is situated in Kinko Bay and in front of Kagoshima City is a large active

volcano.

(1)

(2)

1.

Among the locations in the city from where Sakurajima is seen, the urban area are seen in the
foreground from three locations and these locations are compared as observatories for
Sakurajima. As a result, Shiroyama Observatory is verified as the best location from the view
point of scenic theory. Besides, Shiroyama is the most famous place for sight-seeing in the
city, with historic relics and natural monuments, and it is also close to the center of the city.
The photomontages in the case of (A) the Yokohama Landmark Tower, the highest building
in Japan, (B) a building of 30 floors, and (C) the Marine Tower and a microwave relay tower,
superimposed in the foreground of Sakurajima as seen from Shiroyama Observatory, are
made. After examining the photos, we concluded that the panorama of the sea from the break-
waters of Kagoshima Harbor to the shoreline of Sakurajima ought to be preserved, at the very
least.

Kagoshima Prefecture has published guidelines for scenic preservation of the area. However,
it is doubtful whether these guidelines can regulate the height and color of a building to be
built in future, in the foreground of Sakurajima. Therefore, it is desirable that a specific regu-
lation for the scenic preservation of this panorama be established soon.
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