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Tanzania is a fairly large country with an area of about 973,000 square kilometres, which is
roughly three times the size of Japan. The population is around 20 million. Due to the generally
high altitude of most of the country, Tanzania enjoys mild temperatures.

Tanzania is a socialist-oriented, one-party state. We are, however, not practising or emulating
scientific socialism or communism. Our commitment to the ideal of socialism and self-reliance essen-
tially means that we are working to establish a pattern of society with a more or less socio-economic
equality among all citizens on one hand, and on the other, the full mobilization of our domestic
material and human resources for the production of basic consumer and social necessities.

Tanzania’s economy is mainly based on agriculture which accounts for about 40% of the Gross
Domestic Product. Major export crops are coffee, cotton, sisal, tobacco, cashewnuts and tea. Zanzi-
bar, which is the island portion of Tanzania, is world-famous for the production of cloves. Subsist-
ence crops include maize, cassava, sorghum and rice.

In the years with favourable weather conditions, Tanzania is able to produce enough food for
local consumption and even have some surplus for export. And this was actually the case in the first
decade after independence. And things continued to be on the bright side until the middle of the
second decade, or roughly 15 years after independence. The standard of living of the people began
to rise in both urban and rural areas.

Things appeared to be going so satisfactorily that when in December, 1971, we celebrated our
10th anniversary of independence, we proudly invited some of the British officials who had served
as administrators in the colonial days to come and see for themselves the fast development we had
achieved within that decade as compared to the slow progress during the many decades under colo-
nial rule. They were truly amazed and openly acknowledged it. But I am not so sure whether all of
them were happy about it, for reasons that I will try to explain later.

Then came the mid-seventies and our economy just took a sharp downward trend. But the trou-
bles really began in the mid-sixties when the price of our then leading export product, sisal, went
down due to the saturation of the world market by the massive release of stockpile of sisal fibre by
U.S.A., and competition with synthetic fibres.

The impact of this blow, however, was not severe due to the fact that we could still purchase
our imports at affordable prices. Then came the skyrocketing oil prices and the picture suddenly be-
came completely bleak. Not only oil, but everything we imported increasingly became several times
more expensive. On the other hand the prices of our own products remained static or even went
down. The situation was compounded by the advent of the severe drought now raging practically all
over the continent of Africa. And then for Tanzania we had to fight a costly war against the forces of
the fascist Iddi Amin of Uganda.

The net result of all these events was that the breaks were relentlessly applied before we had
gathered sufficient momentum for pushing forward to achieving the development. In fact the eco-
nomy on the whole went on a reverse gear. We do not have the money to purchase the equipment to
repair the roads built in the better days. So when we used part of our meagre foreign exchange to im-
port vehicles for social services as well as development purposes, they break down fast on the bad
roads and most of them become grounded for ever because of lack of foreign exchange to buy spares.
We need to produce more food, but this requires more advanced agricultural equipment. We have a
lot of waters in big rivers and such great lakes as Victoria, Tanganyika and Nyasa, which waters we
could use to irrigate our land to counter the effects of the drought, but again this needs costly equip-
ment which we cannot afford.

These are the odds we have been coming against for about a decade now, and the end of our
problems does not seem to be in sight yet. But somehow, not only have we managed to survive but
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we have also maintained a society which is, on the whole, strongly united, calm and politically rock-
stable.

We have also been able to make marked advances in the area of social services. For example in
education we have achieved an impressive 85% literacy, and almost all the children of school going
age in Tanzania are attending primary education. It may be worth noting here that education in Tan-
zania is free, from primary to university levels. So are medical services which have been vastly ex-
tended to be within easy reach of all people both in urban and rural areas. There is adequate and de-
pendable water supply in the capital city of Dar-es-Salaam and in all towns and a great part of the
villages. Electricity is gradually penetrating to the village level by harnessing the great potential of
hydroelectric power through construction of dams across our large rivers.

It is to the credit of our wise leaders that all these and many other public services are being
established and maintained in a country with such meagre financial resources, particularly when con-
sidering that more than 50% of our foreign exchange expenditure goes into the purchase of oil. But
the people of Tanzania as a whole should also share the credit for their patience and understanding
of the country’s problems.

There is a limit, however, to human endurance. No normal person chooses to live a hopeless
life. So when a person or a nation happens to be in such a state, something needs to be done to rem-
edy the situation.

For those who it is in their power to do so, remedying the situation cannot be difficult. It would
not even be unexpected if a powerful state took what it would deem to be necessary measures against
another state or a group of states to ensure its access to some strategic resources. The problem is for
those of us who happen to be in the developing countries where natural as well as man-made catas-
trophies have reduced us to utter nation-wide or even intracontinental misery and helplessness.

Despite the abundance of their natural resources, developing countries are unable to win the bat-
tle alone without the positive co-operation of the developed nations. This would be the case even
when it has been fully realized that it is primarily the responsibility of the poor nations themselves
to pull themselves out of the economic quagmire in which they are. But given the shape we are now
in, our own efforts alone cannot get us on to firm ground on which we can reconstruct our economy.
We need somebody-else’s kind and strong hand at that crucial moment.

In this regard, we are grateful for the economic assistance we are getting from friendly sym-
pathetic nations, including Japan. We have used it in the struggle to keep us from sinking complete-
ly into the muddy ground. But we would be less than honest if we did not point out that the de-
veloped nations have much more capacity to help us than they are actually doing.

It is unfortunate that the proven truth of economic interdependence among nations is not suffi-
ciently appreciated. When we from the developing countries talk about it, we are often, if not al-
ways, suspected of soliciting economic aid from the developed countries. When the same words
come from the side of developed nations, the developing nations are supposed to express deep grati-
tude. But the fact is that each side needs the other. Without the raw materials of the developing or
poor nations, the economies of the developed nations would crumble in no time.

The factories of the advanced nations would cease to run were it not for the raw materials from
the developing countries, including Africa. Yet when the products manufactured from these raw
materials come out of the assembly lines, their prices become so high that, in comparison, it would
appear as if the raw materials as well as other products from the developing countries were almost
given free to the advanced nations.

So long as the economic relationship of this nature persists, we in the developing nations are
sure to remain in the gloom that now envelopes us. And I am convinced that there are some quarters
among the advanced nations where this status quo is favoured due to the selfish belief that it would
ensure for them the availability of cheap raw materials.

In the long run, however, the stagnation, or collapse, of the econmies of the developing coun-
tries, if allowed to go on, would without doubt turn into a serious disadvantage for the developed na-
tions as well. For whereas commercial relations among the developed nations are usually fraught
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with elements of competition and mutual suspicion, those between the developed and the develop-
ing countries would essentially be complementary. Tanzania, for example, is not, for a very long
time to come, going to manufacture such products which are manufactured in Japan as motor vehi-
cles, television sets, videos, optical equipment and so on. So the only reason for restricting the im-
portation of such goods into my country would be the problem of foreign exchange. But with
Japanese technology and my country’s enormous potentials in agriculture and untapped mineral re-
sources, the foreign exchange position of Tanzania could be dramatically improved almost over-
night, for mutual benefit. Mutual benefit because besides the direct financial proceeds that would
accrue from such economic cooperation, the market for Japanese products, such as the ones men-
tioned above, would be greatly expanded due to our increased purchasing power.
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Vegetation recovery after the May 18, 1980, eruption of Mt. St. Helens above treeline (ca.
1400m) is being studied on its cone (elevation 2500m) using permanent plots and experiments. Sub-
alpine vegetation recovery is controlled by the intensity of the volcanic impact, which determines
whether or not any plants survive to initiate recovery, and the size of the impact, which determines
the ease of reinvasion. Once plants establish, they may facilitate further invasion by enhancing soil
conditions or ameliorating microclimate, or they may inhibit invasion by competition or allelopathy.

Coarse air-fall tephra buried herbaceous vegetation on the south side of the cone to a depth of
10 to 15cm. Many plants survived and grew through this material in 1980. By 1981 species richness
and percent cover appeared normal, though significant species changes continued. The mild impact
was swiftly overcome and only a brief facilitation phase, due to nitrogen fixation by Lupinus lepidus,
occurred.

Many mud-flows (teppomizu) were spawned by melting glaciers. One scoured a ridge at Pine
Creek and left a thin silt deposit coating the surface. Most plants died, but survivors, concentrated
in places of rill erosion, acted to accelerate recovery. Because the silt was soon eroded to reveal the
old surface, facilitation has been of limited importance and inhibition of seedling establishment com-
mon. Species richness stabilized by 1982, but cover continues to increase.

Mud-flow deposits of material from high elevations (over 2000m) had no organic matter. Large
flows have little recolonization, while small flows are well into a colonization phase. Facilitation,
especially by nitrogen-fixation, plays a major role in this process. Both species richness and cover
are low, but slowly increasing.

Ridges in the blast zone had all woody vegetation kllled by heat and much soil was lost.
However, scattered herbs survived. These residual plants served as loci for recovery, which is lim-
ited by slow soil development and only infrequently successful seedling establishment. Richness has
stabilized but cover appears to be continuing its increase. Isolation of such ridges suggests that
there will be only gradual increases in richness.

The entire north face of the volcano fell away in a massive avalanche. Many pyroclastic flows
followed. Subsequently, erosion and mud-flows have prevented vascular plant establishment. Soil
fertility has increased, mostly due to nutrient input in rain, pollen, and insects. Few seeds arrive at
such sites, due to their isolation from mature vegetation, and those that do arrive are poorly adapted
to these harsh conditions. Recovery will be very slow, even after surfaces stabilize.

These studies reveal the great importance of survivors or nearby seed sources and emphasize the
validity of Tacawa’s findings (1964) on Mt. Sakurajima. Experimental studies suggest that some
species can grow well on pyroclastic materials and other inorganic substrates, but these are all large
seeded, poorly dispersed species. Seed trapped in isolated sites are small wind-borne ones, none of
which grew well on such materials. Thus, for vascular plant succession to occur, either pioneer spe-
cies with good facilitation properties must somehow colonize or soil conditions must improve so that
good disperer species can successfully establish themselves.
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Akira NAGATOMI : Notes on Athericidae (Dip-
tera)

Masahiko  YAHIRO, Michio ONJO and
Kiyotake ISHIHATA : Studies on the
Formation-process and the Germination-
promotion of Seeds in the Bird of Para-
dise (Strelitzia reginae BANKS)

Kanetosi KUSIGEMATI : Some Ephialtinae of
South East Asia, with Descriptions of
Eleven New Species
Ichneumonidae)

Yoshiaki MATSUDA and Kazuomi OUCHI :
Legal, Political and Economic Con-
straints on Japanese Strategies for Dis-
tant-water Tuna and Skipjack Fisheries
in Southeast Asian Seas and the Western
Central Pacific
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