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I have published a number of articles
in numerous International and National
Journals and books as well as producing a
number of reports for both the Govern-
ment and the timber industry. I have trav-
elled to a number of countires in South-
east Asia, Japan, USA, Australia, New
Zealand and United Kingdom either as a
country delegate or as an individual to
present papers at the meetings. Most of
my papers are about tropical forest ecology
and dynamics as this is the area of my
interest and research.

Apart from my teaching and research
activities at the University of Papua New
Guinea, I have been engaged by the Gov-
ernment and the timber companies to carry
out a number of Environment Impact as-
sessments on various timber operations.
Currently I am assisting the Departments
of Forests and Environment ‘& Conserva-
tion in getting their research programmes
going under the National Forestry & Con-
servation Action Plan through the assis-
tance of the World Bank.

I strongly believe that the current col-
laborative research programme between our
two institutions should be continued and
strengthened. There are lots of things yet

to be done and we all can benefit from such

collaboration in terms of sharing informa-
tion and ideas. In the forestry sector in
Papua New Guinea, for example we still
have very little knowledge and understand-
ing of the ecology and the dynamics of the
various types of forests we have, thus we
are uncertain about the sustainability of the
resources under the present management
system we are using. This is similar in
other sectors such as fisheries and agricul-
ture. I hope that the research collaboration
between our two countries will expand the
database and information which are cur-
rently limited or lacking to enable the
decision makers, developers, users/owners
to make appropriate decisions for devel-
oping and managing or conserving the forest
resources or other renewable resources on
a sustainable basis both for the present
and future generations.

I am very grateful for being given this
opportunity to visit Kagoshima and the
University Research Centre which are quite
impressive and beautiful, but the weather
has not permitted me to venture very far.
Neverthless, once I get acclimatised I will
visit some of these sites which I have not
seen.

I am greatly indebted to the following
people for making my visit possible: Pro-
fessor Akihiro Igata for his invitation to
come to the University, the Director of the
Research Centre Professor Shin’ichi Terashi
and both Professors Kazutaka Nakano and
Akio Inoue of the Research Centre for their
various assistance; last, but not the least
to my former Vice-Chancellor Professor
John Lynch, the Dean of the Faculty of
Science Professor Lance Hill and to my
Departmental Head Dr. lan Burrows for al-

lowing time for me to come to Kagoshima.
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TRIP TO PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Fob=F HS5T47 (BED

From the 1st of November until the
6th of December, the survey party of the
South Pacific Research Center of Kagoshima
University were aboard the Kagoshima
Keiten Maru working on the research pro-
gram planned for Papua New Guinea (PNG).
The objectives of the trip were to gain in-
formation and experiences about the where-
abouts of the people, society and agriculture
of PNG.

To fulfill our objectives we, the agri-
culture team of which I'm proud to be part
of, developed a questionnaire to be carried
once we got there. However, we did not
have a planned work schedule due to a lack
of proper communication with our coun-
terpart in Lae and our lack of knowledge
of the Wewak area. This lack of planning
was easily solved once we got into PNG
and met the counterparts. In planning the
localities where the survey was carried out,
we had to trust completely in the sincerity
of our counterparts. This dependence could
have made our objectives fail because they
(the counterparts) could have shown us only
one side of the PNG’s agriculture and not
a real representation of it. Luckily enough,
I do not think this was the case.

In developing the questionnaire, we were

surprised to find out that it was too com-

plicated for the normal farmer and that
most of the questions could not be an-
swered because they (the farmers) did not
know, for instance, their land tenure exten-
sion or how much they produced in a
given area, etc. This response forced us
to change the approach to the problem,
finding that it was much better to talk
with the farmers while visiting their land
and their houses.

On a comparative basis, I found out
that the agriculture of PNG is in its be-
ginning; not only in the way of culturing
the land, but also in its organization and
infrastructure. Farmers of PNG do not
count with storage structures, appropriate
transport, animals for tilling land, very
little machinery and commercialization sys-
tems. Yet, it was interesting to find that
their products were extremely more expen-
sive compared to the prices in other tropi-
cal countries.

It was very delightful to have all the
help we had from the people of PNG. With-
out their help we could not have done
much.

The most valuable aspect of the trip
to me was the experience I gained in devel-
oping a questionnaire; communicating with
people with different values, not only in
PNG, but also aboard the ship;etc. The
experience gained could not be learned from
books nor could it be transmitted in all
its magnitude. Therefore, I think this op-
portunity should be given to many other
students at the University, not only from
the agriculture department, but also from

other departments.
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1 7 +® o 5 Acerola, Malpighia emerginata DC. Fvr3/7% BETAUA

2 7 5 ¥ ¥ Atemoya, Annona atemoya Hort. ex Wester /¥¥ L4 ¥ 5

3 7 # # F Avocado, Persea americana Mill. 7 2 AFva, FTFTT
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5 #aw v ) Bullok’s heart, Annona reticulata L. nNov4y BETAVA

6 I v v ¥ Star fruit, Averrhoa carambola L. ALY NI AV ERIY

7 ¥ % # + ¥ Sugar apple, Annona squamosa L. N4y BETAVA

8 Y v &F A /Y Jaboticaba, Myrcaria caulifiora Berg. 7 FrE®EE®E TS5VN

9 ¥ o 4 # 7 White sapote, Casimiroa edulis Llaveet Lex. ¥ # ¥ x&va, thiRTA YA

10 v v 2 ¥ Soncoya, Annona purpurea Moc. et Sesse /S¥ LA ¥ A%ya, hR7AYH

11 % = = / % Egg tree, Garcinia xanthocymaus Hook.f. #+¥Yvy A F

12 # = Y ® ¥ Cherimoya, Annona cherimola Mill Nuvdy BEETAUA

13 + <= b 7 # Tree tomato, Cyphomandra betacea Sendt. 7+ 2 BETAVA

14 FY,wsvYow Strawberry guava, Psidium catleianum Sabine? + € € 779

15 s¥4 + v 7 Pineapple, Ananas comosus (L.) Merr. RAF TN BET A YA

16 /Sy¥av7i—v Purple passion fruit, Passiflora edulis Sims b5 4V 73I0N

17 % + + Banana, Musa cv. Ny ay fE eEws¥

18 s »¥ 4 7 Papaya, Carica papaya L. o4 T BETANA

19 »* 35 ¥ v Jack fruit, Artocarpus heterophyllus Lam. 7 7 AVE =w5¥%

20 ¥ v ¥ B 9% Guava, Psidium guajava L. 7 FEE TSVN

21 ¥ 2 % A4 Bignai, Antidesma bunius Spreng. FIFATY k=S, RYS VA

22 7 b+ £ % Rose apple, Syzygium jambos (L.) Alst. 7 bEE BETVUT

23 = v =T — Mango, Mangifera indica L. v N ¥ AVE

24 ¥ byRv14Y Mountain soursop, Annona montana Macf. S¥ v A ¥ P4 v FEE

25 Y a2 9 # v Longan, Euphoria longan Steud. LYY AVF

2% v A ~ Litchi, Litchi chinensis Sonn. &7 v v EEE, evIv

27 7 v ¥ — Wampi, Clausena lansium Skeels I A v hEE
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