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A Retrospective on My Visit to Kagoshima University

Harley Ichiro Manner

During June 1 to December 3, 1994 I held
the post of Visiting Foreign Researcher at the
Kagoshima University Research Center for
the South Pacific. Since leaving Japan, [ have
thought of my friends and colleagues at
Kagoshima and the wonderful experiences
that I had there. Iwould like to share some of
these thoughts with you.

The purpose of my study at Kagoshima
University was to analyze the Japanese lit-
erature on traditional subsistence agriculture
and related areas (geography, anthropology,
ethnology, botany) of Micronesia written be-
tween 1890 and 1940. As this was my main
responsibility, in contrast to my administra-
tive and teaching duties at the University of
Guam, the Visiting Foreign Researcher’s po-
sition gave me the time I needed to conduct
the research. This objective was accomplished
because of the tremendous help and coopera-
tion from the staff and faculty of the Re-
search Center. I am very much indebted to
Ms. Kusumoto and Mr. Kaneko for their sup-
port, and Dr. K. Nakano who served as my
mentor and collaborator in Japan. The quiet
professionalism of the Research Center’s
staff, faculty and affiliated faculty greatly
contributed to its congenial and productive
working atmosphere. In addition to the above
research, I wrote two articles, presented three
seminars and four lectures, and edited a num-
ber of papers by Japanese colleagues, and two
book manuscripts by foreign authors. Two
other papers are in progress, generated in

part, by my interactions and discussions with

Japanese colleagues. In short, I enjoyed going
to work at the Research Center every morn-
ing.

Culturally and historically Kagoshima is
an interesting city and prefecture where one
can find both the old and new Japan. I was
very pleased to find an excellent collection of
Rodin sculptures and French impressionists
in its museums and learn of its significance in
the Meiji Restoration and the introduction of
Western technology and science to Japan. The
city and its people are friendly, helpful, and
less formal than those in eastern Japan. For
most of my stay, the temperature was very
tropical.

Before I left for Japan, many friends here
on Guam told me how expensive living in
Japan would be. Most of their knowledge
about the cost of living in Japan were based
on their experiences in the tourist hotels and
restaurants of Tokyo and Kyoto. I was very
surprised, however, to find that the cost of
living in Kagoshima was less than Guam’s.
The price of vegetables, meat and fish in
Kagoshima’s supermarkets and grocery
stores were lower than the prices here on
Guam. Perhaps this is true only during the
summer when there is a surplus of produce in
Japan. Furthermore, and in contrast to
Guam, the cost of public transportation and
rent (of University provided apartment) was
less than I expected. On the other hand, I was
dismayed by the high cost of rice and beer.

As I write this, my thoughts are tem-

pered by the devastating Kobe earthquake of



January 18, 1995. I cannot think of Kago-
shima without seeing Sakurajima, but be-

cause of my experiences at the Research

M 7ZE ) No28 (7)

Center, I would be very happy to return there

someday.
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