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Japanese Tuna and Skipjack Fisheries in Southeast Asian Seas and the
South Pacific Under the New Law of the Sea Regime.

Yoshiaki MATSUDA

Abstract

The purpose of this report is to clarify issues concerning Japanese tuna and skipjack
fisheries in Southeast Asian seas and the South Pacific under the New Law of the
Sea Regime from the International Marine Policy point of view.

First, problems of the New Law of the Sea Regime are reviewed in relation to
Japanese interests. These problems include geopolitical problems of the Southeast
Asian seas and the South Pacific, priority, optimum allowable catch, traditional fishing
right, archipelagic waters, and highly migratory species.

Second, current problems of Japanese tuna and Skipjack fisheries in the Southeast
Asian seas and the South Pacific are reviewed and analyzed by using three criteria:
national significance, reasons for governmental protection of special industry, and
government’s responsibility.

Third, the future of the traditional tuna and skipjack fisheries is explored in
cooperation with the government’s fisheries policy and overseas cooperation.

Conclusions reveal that the most promising future form of traditional tuna
and skipjack fisheries will be the development of the industry with the development
of developing countries because of the role of the industry in national security
in addition to economic viability. The most important jobs of the government
and other people concerned are at present:

1) adoption of a moratorum on entry into over-capitalized fisheries;

2) reconsideration of the rights to common property resources;

3) quality improvement of the Japanese people related to international fisheries;
4) marriage between natural science and social science in fisheries ;

5) revision of laws related to fisheries;and

6) radical change in current overseas fisheries cooperation activites.
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