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Abstract

The paper is a case study of a village in Amami Oshima which suffered a severe rainstorm on 20th
October 2010. My focus is on describing mutual aid among the Nishinakama village people in everyday
life, and how it worked at the time of disaster. I will then describe the support system of elderly people
there before, during and after the disaster, and analyze the factors behind the conduct of mutual aid among
them. Also, I will discuss the current situation of disaster-prevention toward elderly people in Amami and a
possible way of supporting the aged in the future.

Key words: Amami severe rainstorm disaster, mutual aids, support-needed people at the time of disaster,
support of senior people, support of seniors by seniors

(T I

AR, KEFGHEOHTUIFICKERTRE D 5 WITERER T 578, H
W R DORE BT —< o TWDY, ZOFRIZIE, FHANZIAD6SEK L E
DEEE VS, MRTHHZ AT Ei b S0 S H AR O N T &

Received: 3 December, 2012
Accepted: 18 February, 2013

1 SEEHEIE, B TBEHTE WAL, Bika Loz ATBLURET 5 2 LR ERMR L EHN
WTHoEHE, SEEEE, HAEEEZELO, HENICIREEETHo TOAMRILHIIIZ
IR, BN REZ DD % EEE R, SR OMIL K FIH T 2 MEAZL L, HATFOBF
BB THRIEAZR E %, bW B JEERERER R TR EFRHEL L TELRLIENTEL7EA) (H
17 1991 ¢ 123-124)



120 South Pacific Studies Vol.33, No.2, 2013

40 -

35 -

30

25 A

20 - M Nationwide

%

15 - Kagoshima Prefecture

10 - M Amami Oshima

1985 1995 2005 2010 2015 2020
(inference) (inference)

Fig. 1. Percentage of the senior population (over 65 years old).
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Fig. 2. Map of Nishinakama Village in Amami Oshima.
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Fig. 3. Amount of rainfall in Amami Oshima at the time of sever rainstorm on October 20th, 2010.
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Fig. 4. Map of Nishinakama Village.
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Table 1. Seniors living alone in Nishinakama Village.
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