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In Indonesia, the decentralization policy has been preceded by the establishment of the
Local Government Law Undang-Undang 22/1 999, popularly called the Local Autonomy Law,
This study aims at analyzing the impact of such decentralization policy on community-based
fisheries management (CBFM) system. The study is conducted at three level of analysis: (a)
national level (the legal framework and policy process); (b) local level (the local government’s
response to the decentralization policy); and (c) community level (the dynamics of CBFM), with a
case study on Lombok Barat Regency. ' ) _

At the national level, the legal framework for implementation of the decentralization policy
1s not sufficiently defined. The central government has not formulated detailed regulations that
clearly delineate a boundary for the fisheries management decentralization that indicate what
tocal governments are obliged or prohibited to do in order to achieve the expected
decentralization practices. Therefore, this condition leads to difficulties for central government in
controlling local governments with respect to achieving the goals of decentralization of fisheries
management. Despite the lack of detailed regulations, however, decentralization brings some
positive impacts to the regency government, such as more conducive investment climate,
increased contribution of fisheries sector to Local Revenue to more than four times, and the rise in
the recognition of CBFM system known as Awig--Awig. Even though the recognition of CBFM
from the standpoint of the national legal framework is minimal, nevertheless, this local
government recognition is very important for the local people as an opportunity to strengthen
- their institution including revitalizing traditional norms of fishing, improve capacity building of

Monitoring, Controlling, and Surveillance (MCS), develop mutual collaboration with other fisher
associations and NGOs, and enhance economic activities. Not all CBFM resulis, however, have
similar performance.

In general, the results of the study show that a robust CBFM institution is due to several
factors: (a) it is originally a local people’s initiative with minimum intervention from external’
agencies; (b) it is inspired and supported by the local norm, i.e., Sasak customary law; and (c) it
has a voluntary self-enforcement system. The existence of CBFM is still being challenged as
decentralization has not been easily understood as the decentralization of property rights. The
tragedy associated with common property rights still happens in the study area. These tragedies
are caused by a lack of proper institutional design that is applicable for community, local or
national level. Local design is available, but this may be site specific and fragile, if there is no
institutional arrangement combining formal and informal rules and involving both formal and
informal authorities. , ,

Meanwhile, decentralization is a better way to revitalize the local knowledge as well. The

success story of Sawen, by which local knowledge is practiced, strengthens the evidence that
traditional systems can be a viable altemative for future resource management and can very well
complement the conventional “scientific” approach. It is encouraging that collaboration between -
local knowledge and science has been facilitated in recent years by the decentralization of
fisheries management since the enactment of the Local Government Law in 1999 and by the
increasing recognition of the benefits of paralle! development of traditional and “scientific”
approaches under decentralization. -
‘these impacts show -that decentralization policy of the government can be an external
factor for strengthening CBFM system. However, some agenda to strengthen decentralization of
fisheries management, both at the central and the local level are related to the needs for
improvement of the legal framework, enhancing capacity- building efforts of the local
government, and revitalization of the local instifutions.
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