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Single-dish polarimetry using a software-based polarization spectrometer
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This thesis mainly addresses the development of software Polarization Spectrometer, PolariS and the optimization of the
polarization calibration procedure to detect the Zeeman split of CCS molecular lines for the purpose of magnetic field measurement
in pre star-forming cores.

[Chapter 1] We review the basic of star formation, the role of the magnetic fields in star formation, and the method to measure the
magnetic fields. The magnetic field is though to be a key control parameter that can mediate gravitational collapse of these cores.
Otherwise to date the role of magnetic field haven't been examined yet. To examine the role, magnetic field measurement in
star-forming cores in early stage is important. Magnetic field strength along line of sigh can be estimate by Zeeman shift
measurement. Therefore a total magnetic field strength can be obtained by statistically studies of a large population of Zeeman shift
measurement. The CCS radical is one of the best molecules for measurements of the magnetic-field strength because it is abundant
in dark cloud cores in early stage and presents the Zeeman split with a relatively large magnitude of 0.64 Hz/uG. In earlier study,
only upper limit of magnetic field strength along line of sight in a core had been measured by a Zeeman shit estimation in CCS
molecule with 70 hr observation time because of technical difficulty. With the gravity-equivalent magnetic field strength of ~100 uG,
we expect the Zeeman shift of ~ 64Hz between two orthogonal circular polarization. Hence our science goal is to detect the 64 Hz
Zeeman split of the CCS molecular line with 5 c level.

[Chapter 2] We revisit convention of polarization description. Polarization is known as a property of oscillating electric field. The
Stokes parameters, (I, Q, U, V), are conventionally indicate Polarization. We show the relation between electric field and Stokes
parameter.

[Chapter 3] We summarize the systematic effect in polarization measurement and show the method for accurate circular
polarization (Stokes V) measurement. In polarization observation, (1) radio waves from sky are separated two orthogonal
polarizations, (2)each polarization is processed individually and (3) cross- and auto- correlation spectra are estimated in
spectrometer. Instrumental polarization is due to the 3 components (instrumental phase, cross-talk and gain variations) in these
procedures. There are two kinds of separation of polarizations, orthogonal circular and linear polarizations. In case of circular
reception, Stokes V has a large error owing to gain variations that is difficult to calibrate. Hence linear polarization reception is
better for accurate Stokes V measurement.

[Chapter 4] We show design, development, and commissioning of the polarization spectrometer (PolariS) for the science goal. Full
Stokes spectra can be measured using a polarization spectrometer which calculates auto- and cross-correlation spectra of 2
orthogonal polarizations. PolariS consists of the VLBI digitizer, K5/VSSP32 for data acquisition, and a general-purpose personal
computer (PC) equipped with a graphic procession unit (GPU) that proceeds FFT (fast-Fourier transform) and correlation. The
software implementation yields some advantages. It is flexible and scalable when modification of specifications are required. The
source codes in programming language are readable, verifiable, and can be shared or updated via a public repository. The processors
are off-the-shelf products, which allows us to build copies or to prepare spares at a reasonable cost. PolariS achieves 61 Hz spectral
resolution to meet the science requirement of the frequency resolution (< 61 Hz). Through engineering tests, we have verified basic
performances of PolariS.

[Chapter 5] We report the results of test polarization observations. We establish polarimetry device equipped with PolariS and dual
linear receiver Z45 at Nobeyama 45m telescope. To estimate Stokes V we have 3 calibrations:(A)We had labeling obtained
polarizations and polarizations defined in Stokes parameter equation using SiO maser observations. (B)We calibrated systematic
phase using artificial linear polarized continuum source. (C) We estimated cross-talk effect to Stokes V measurement. In addition,
we measured a Zeeman shit of CCS molecule toward a pre star-forming core. And we can estimate the observation time, 54 hours to
achieve our science goal.

[Chapter 6] We summarize polarimetry using PolariS about utilities and accuracy. The impact of this thesis offers high-precision
polarization spectroscopy with a reasonable cost and efficient telescope time.



