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Table 1. Wood species used in house building

Parts Sugi Hinoki Beimatsu Others Not clear Total*®
Number*' Sill 65 26 4 33 10 138
Post (face)*? 123 4 — — 11 138
Post (back)*® 125 1 1 — 11 138
Rafter 124 1 1 2 10 138
Beam 96 1 28 3 10 138
Cross-beam 106 1 18 2 11 138
Floor board 96 10 1 18* 13 138
Threshold (shikii) 12 65 3 47* 11 138
Lintel (kamoi) 122 4 - 2% 10 138
Nageshi 103 3 - 2% 11 138
Percentage*' Sill 47.1 18.8 2.9 23.9 7.2 100.0
Post (face)** 89.1 2.9 - — 8.0 100.0
Post (back)*® 90.6 0.7 0.7 — 8.0 100.0
Rafter 89.9 0.7 0.7 14 7.2 100.0
Beam 69.6 0.7 20.3 2.2 7.2 100.0
Cross-beam 76.8 0.7 13.0 14 8.0 100.0
Floor board 69.6 7.2 0.7 13.0 94 100.0
Threshold (Shikii) 8.7 47.1 2.2 34.1 8.0 100.0
Lintel (kamoi) 88.4 2.9 - 14 7.2 100.0
Nageshi 74.6 2.2 - 15.2 8.0 100.0
*'The mark “-” represents there is not application.

**The post is used as face side.
**The post is used as back side.

**These are including 4 cases used Teak, 3 cases used plywood, 3 cases laminated wood and 1

case used Oak.

**These are including 35 cases used Mersawa and 1 case used Seraya.

**There is including 1 case used Mersawa.

*"There are including 18 cases used laminated wood.
**There is a few cases that the sum of each row is not equal to the total because of rounding

off.
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Table 2. A business acquaintance in the case of
purchasing domestic sawn lumber

Class 0~ 20~ 40~ 60~ 80~ Total

Number*' Saw mill 76 4 7 8 31 126
Market 106 1 6 4 9 126
Wholesale 105 - 5 6 10 126
Retail 74 4 6 8 34 126
Others 121 2 2 - 1 126

Percentage*' Sawmill 60.3 3.2 56 63 246 100.0
Market 841 08 48 32 7.1 100.0

Wholesale 833 ~ 4.0 48 79 1000
Retail 58.7 32 48 6.3 27.0 100.0
Others 9.0 16 16 — 08 1000

*!'The mark “-” represents there is not application.
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Table 3. Need of catalogues or samples

Catalogue®! Price lists**
Class
Number Percentage Number Percentage*

Requisite 16 11.6 31 22.5
Better 80 58.0 87 63.0
Unnecessary 32 23.2 10 7.2
No-answer 10 7.2 10 7.2

Total 138 100.0 138 100.0

*!Question: ‘Are you in need of catalogue or samples to or-
der domestic sawn lumber?’

*?Question: ‘Are you in need of price lists for domestic
sawn lumber?’

*$There is a few cases that the sum of each row is not
equal to the total because of rounding off.
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Table 4. The number of full-time carpenters

Class The present Ten years ago
(The number
of persons) Number Percentage*' Number Percentage®’
0 9 6.5 19 13.8
Less than 50 36.2 30 21.7
5~10 40 29.0 31 22.5
10~15 14 10.1 18 13.0
15~20 4 2.9 9 6.5
More than 20 4 2.9 b} 3.6
No-answer 17 12.3 26 18.8
Total 138 100.0 138 100.0

*! There is a few cases that the sum of each row is not
equal to the total because of rounding off.
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Table 5. The most important problems to be solved for prompting sales of wooden houses

Parts First Second Third Fourth Fifth  Total*
Number Financing® 72 26 6 7 1 112
Public facilities*’ 13 22 23 27 27 112
Local type home™® 13 24 35 27 13 112
Tie-up** 5 15 27 32 33 112
Suretyship system™® 9 25 21 19 38 112
Percentage Financing™ 64.3 23.2 5.4 6.2 0.9 100.0
Public facilities** 11.6 19.6 20.5 24.1 24.1 100.0
Local type home*® 11.6 214 31.2 24.1 11.6 100.0
Tie-up* 4.5 13.4 24.1 28.6 29.5 100.0
Suretyship system™® 8.0 22.3 18.7 17.0 33.9 100.0

*!Establishment financing conditions advantageous for wooden houses.
*?Promotion of the application of woods for public facilities.

**Development of house matched local area.

**Action in concert with forest industry and house builders.
**Promotion of suretyship for construction and maintenance of wooden houses.
*®There is a few cases that the sum of each row is not equal to the total because of rounding

off.
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Summary

In this paper, some recent economic situations and various problems to be solved by the building contrac-
tors in Kagoshima prefecture were discussed. A questionnaire survey was carried out in December, 1994 on to
the 736 building contractors, 138 of whom replied the survey (the ratio of returning was 18.8%).

The following were clarified.

1. As compared with that of whole Japan, the ratio of domestic lumber used in the construction of wooden
houses for the total lumber-usage, was considerably high in Kagoshima prefecture. In Kagoshima prefecture, a
Japanese cedar (Cryptomeria japonica) was usually used in almost all parts of housing exceptiong the part
called Shikii (threshold) where a Japanese cypress (Chamaecyparis obtusa) was usually used.

2. The percentage of the building contractors not using the dried domestic lumber was fixed to be 67.4%
against that of the building contractors using it, counting 23.9%. The percentage of the building contractors
who answered that the usage of dried domestic lumber was desirable was 35.5. While 46.6% of them answered
that it was undesirable. The main problems in the usage of dried domestic lumber were pointed out to be the
high price of the dried lumber and the technical bottlenecks (crack or fissure in lumber, deformation of lumber,
inexperienced saw-mill workers and so on).

3. Approximately 70% of the building contractors wanted to be supplied with some sort of catalogue or
any samples of the domestic lumber. Most of the building contractors conceived complains both against the do-
mestic lumbers and the imported ones. The main contents of the complains consisted in ‘price fluctuations’ ‘inef-
ficient dryness’ and ‘random quality control.’

4. The number of the full-time carpenters has been decreasing, while the average age of them has been increas-
ing. The working conditions were left poor; for examples, the percentage of the building contractors who intro-
duced the system of paid holiday was only 20.3%, and 56.5% of the building contractors was for from introduc-
ing the 5-days work-week system. These were assumed to be some of the causes why the number of the younger
carpenters was gradually decreasing. Any improvements in the working conditions of carpenters should be
started as immediate as possible.

5. In executing the sales-promotion of the wooden housing, 19.6% of the building contractors emphasized
the superior characteristics of wood. Furthermore, 13.8% of them emphasized that the usage of wooden hous-
ing was beneficial to the world wide environmental conservation.

6. The percentage of the building contractors who answered that the most important policy to promote the
sales of wooden housing should be the improvement to be made in ‘the housing loan’ was 64.3. While only 4.5%
of the building contractors affirmed the need of establishing a network including forestry and saw-mill indus-
try. It was considered to be indispensable for the local forestry policy to make more efforts for elucidating the im-
portance of the existence of a network between the building contractors and those who were engaged in the for-

estry or wood related industries.



